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CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE

Lamont waiting on federal funding
Governor wants
clarity before going
to state legislature

Local businesses see virus as threat,
but crisis planning is part of playbook
By Stephen Singer

By Christopher Keating
HARTFORD — As governors
around the country are asking
their state legislatures for emergency funding to combat coronavirus, Gov. Ned Lamont said
Tuesday he wants to wait to see
how much money Connecticut
will receive from the federal
government.
“I’d like to follow up on what
the feds are going to do,” he said. “I
think they’re going to do something aggressive. I think they
could vote as early as this week
[on an emergency funding package], and that will help bring a lot
of clarity.”
Lamont agrees with U.S. Sen.
Richard Blumenthal’s call for $8.5
Turn to Virus, Page B2
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U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, left, state public health Commissioner
Renée D. Coleman-Mitchell, second from left, U.S. Surgeon General Vice
Adm. Jerome M. Adams, second from right, and Gov. Ned Lamont listen
on Monday as Jafar Razeq, laboratory director at the State of Connecticut Public Health Laboratory in Rocky Hill, describes the two tests the
lab ran recently for COVID-19 coronavirus.

Businesses are not necessarily
wading into unknown territory as
they look for ways to confront the
spreading coronavirus.
Travelers Cos. Inc. has business
continuity plans in place that were
used in extreme weather events
such as hurricanes and nor’easters,
allowing employees to work from
home, the Hartford- and New
York-based insurer said Monday.
Travel to China, Hong Kong and
South Korea has been restricted, a
policy common among many companies and universities as the
respiratory illness affects populations on nearly every continent.
A spokesman said The Hartford
has “business continuity protocols
for a variety of crises” as part of its
usual business resiliency plans.
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“These plans are being actively
reviewed and updated for various
potential scenarios,” spokesman
Matthew Sturdevant said.
Voya Financial Inc. said it
allows work from home technology and call-center staffing to
“minimize exposure and risk” to
employees, customers and others.
Dan Erickson, vice president of
insurance research at Conning, a
global investment management
firm in Hartford, said compared
with previous epidemics such as
the Middle East Respiratory Syndrome and Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, the coronavirus
fatality rate is much lower at 2%
to 3%, though “still substantially
more than the flu.”
Fatality rates with the other
Turn to Business, Page B2

Gov. backs
narrow
betting
measure
Bill would let tribal
casinos, CT Lottery,
OTBs operate sports
gambling industry
By Alex Putterman

— but she said it also helped her.
“It puts you in a mode of
working very hard and doing
more,” Kawar said.
Twelve years and three French
presidents later, Kawar left the
ambassadorship in Paris and
moved to the U.N. Security Council. Kawar was one of five women
on the council, out of a total of 15
people. The percentage of women sitting on the council was
“historic,” Kawar said.
It was also high-profile and
grueling. One audience member
asked Kawar what in her life best
prepared her for a high-profile
position on the council. “Nothing,” she responded.
So instead, she followed her gut.

Gov. Ned Lamont weighed in
Tuesday on the ongoing debate
over sports betting legalization,
voicing support for a bill that
would let tribal casinos, off-track
betting sites and CT Lottery
locations operate the industry.
The bill Lamont is backing would
not give exclusive rights to the
tribal casinos to operate sports
betting, as another bill submitted
in the legislature would.
As compared to a broader
proposal to authorize a casino in
Bridgeport in addition to legal
sports betting, the narrow sports
betting bill is “simpler, focuses
exclusively on sports betting, and
is therefore more achievable in
this short legislative session,” Lamont spokesman Max Reiss said
in a statement.
“It also builds upon the state’s
existing partnership with the
tribes, is more likely to withstand
legal challenges from third party
competitors, and promotes a fair
and competitive sports betting
market outside the tribes’ reservations,” Reiss said.
At a public hearing Tuesday,
legislators heard testimony about
both proposed sports betting
bills. One, introduced by Sen.
Cathy Osten, would give the
Mohegan and Mashantucket Pequot tribes exclusive rights to
sports betting while also establishing a Bridgeport casino, several “entertainment zones” and
broad online betting. The other,
backed by Rep. Joe Verrengia and
now Gov. Lamont, focuses more
narrowly on sports betting, allowing bets at locations across
the state.
The hearing turned tense at
times, as legislators and advocates sparred over the two proposals. Osten spoke passionately
about the state’s relationship
with the tribes, noting the jobs
and revenue the Mohegan and
Mashantucket Pequots have gen-
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Fourth graders raise their hands in response to being asked if they’ve ever had a “sloppy kiss” from a dog, as the Connecticut Education Foundation Reading Bus made a stop at Waddell Elementary School on Tuesday in Manchester. iHeart radio personality Renee DiNino spent time as a
special guest reader at Waddell. DiNino read the book “Daisy Mae Finds Her Way,” by Catherine Gibson and Michael LaChance, which was inspired by DiNino’s dog and promotes an anti-bullying message.

Jordanian envoy visits West Hartford

Ambassador talks politics, women’s rights
ahead of International Women’s Day
By Emily Brindley
The Jordanian ambassador to
the United States on Tuesday
stepped out of the political whirlwind of Washington, D.C., and
onto the West Hartford campus
of the University of St. Joseph.
Dina Kawar, who was appointed ambassador to the U.S. in
June 2016, said she thinks it’s
important to get a “real sense” of
the United States, the parts that
exist outside the frenzy of the
country’s capital.
“Washington is an animal of
itself,” Kawar said. “It’s only
when you leave it and you go out

that you realize that there’s so
much that you want to see in the
world.”
Sitting on the stage of the
Hoffman Auditorium on Tuesday
evening, Kawar addressed topics
ranging from ISIS and the United
Nations Security Council to
women’s representation in politics and the workplace.
Kawar brought her range of
experience — she was previously
Jordan’s ambassador to Paris and
also the first Arab woman to
preside over the U.N. Security
Council, among other assignments — to an event celebrating
International Women’s Day,

which is on March 8.
The event was organized by St.
Joseph’s Women’s Leadership
Center and the World Affairs
Council of Connecticut, with the
Council’s CEO Megan Torrey
moderating.
Kawar put herself in a conversation with the audience, answering questions at the crossroads of
international relations and women’s rights. It’s a crossroads she’s
found herself standing upon for
much of her professional life.
In the early 2000s, when
Jordan’s King Abdullah II bin
Al-Hussein awarded Kawar the
ambassadorship in Paris, Kawar
said her first reaction was to
question the king’s choice.
Looking back, she wonders
why she second-guessed herself

Child safety bills to be subject of public hearings
Measures would expand background checks for camp counselors, remove license exemption for private agencies
By Josh Kovner
HARTFORD – Two child safety
bills — one expanding the criminal
background checks required for
counselors at youth camps and the
other allowing for licensing and
inspections of private agencies
that serve children — are key
topics in legislative public hearings this week.
Camps that accept federal child
care money must conduct fingerprint-based background checks.
Most of the other summer camps

perform some form of criminal
background check but don’t use
fingerprints. Child advocates and
state officials testified before the
children’s committee on Tuesday
that the lack of fingerprint-based
record checks for camp staffers 18
and over leaves a gap in child
safety.
We “have thought long and
hard about this situation and
believe all children attending
camp, regardless of [federal day
care participation] deserve the
same health and safety protec-

tions,” said Beth Bye, commissioner of the state Office of Early
Childhood and a former Democratic state senator from West
Hartford.
But fingerprints are the rub.
Representatives of camp associations said the print-based background checks take too long, are
costly and sometimes the prints
are smudged in the process and
rendered useless.
“Considering there are approximately 16,000 seasonal employees working at summer camps

across Connecticut at over 500
licensed camps it is easy to
understand how this could potentially be a huge problem,” said
Keith Garbart of the Connecticut
Camping Association.
“How would international staff
be handled as typically they are
not even in the country until a
week or two before camp begins?”
Garbart asked. He said the camp
counselors from other countries
are vetted by their sponsoring
organizations.
Garbart said camps employ

outside companies to do background checks that have proven to
be dependable. The checks delve
into national databases for criminal convictions based on name,
social security number, birthdate,
and addresses over seven or more
years. The National Sex Offender
Registry is also checked, he said.
John Cattelan, leader of the
Connecticut Alliance of YMCAs,
said his group supports the concept but has concerns that the
Turn to Safety, Page B2
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Ex-Hartford DTC chair among clerk candidates
McGregor joins interim clerk, YMCA
program director in expressing interest
By Rebecca Lurye
HARTFORD — The Hartford
city council majority leader has
offered a familiar name up for the
next town and city clerk — a
former Hartford politician who
faced criticism years ago for profiting from his dealings with the
troubled Perez administration
Noel F. McGregor Jr., a former
police detective, councilman and
Democratic Town Committee
chairman, is one of three candidates to express interest in succeeding John Bazzano, who retired in January after more than a
decade as city clerk.
The salary range for the job is
$89,099.92 to $136,639.88.
McGregor, who was also Mayor
Luke Bronin’s treasurer in his first
campaign, faces competition from
interim clerk Eric Lusa, who
started in the office as an intern
more than a decade ago, and Billie
Scruse, a senior program director
with Wilson-Gray YMCA Youth
and Family Center, according to
attorney John Kennelly, who provided the candidates’ names on
behalf of Council President Maly
Rosado.
McGregor also threw his name
in for the job in 2009, a year after
he left his post with the town
committee. That Court of Com-

mon Council passed him over to
appoint Bazzano, who was a
former council president.
“It’s something I had wanted to
do before and I think I can bring a
lot of experience from my past, my
history, and I’m eager to serve the
citizens of Hartford the best I can
in any way I can,” McGregor said
Tuesday.
When McGregor departed the
town committee in 2008, the
Hartford Courant editorialized
that his dealings with then-Mayor
Eddie Perez were “redolent of
old-style patronage politics.”
McGregor said that comment
was “unfounded,” along with the
examples used to back it up.
Citing city records, the Courant
reported that his private detective
agency, McGregor Investigations
& Consulting LLC, made about
$330,000 for doing investigations
for some city departments. That
was on top of his annual police
pension of more than $48,000.
McGregor countered Tuesday
that his work for the Civilian
Police Review Board waned in the
last few years of his contract.
He also disputes a criticism that
he managed to sell an old service
station-turned-Jamaican restaurant to the city for a much higher
price than its appraised value.
While buying up several prop-

erties at the corner of Albany
Avenue and Woodland Street for
demolition and redevelopment,
the city paid $120,000 to McGregor for 1137 Albany Ave., despite
two city appraisals of $23,000 and
$55,000 for the property.
City officials at the time said
they were faced with a federal
deadline to spend or forfeit funds
from the 2004 sale of the Civic
Center garage, and so overpaid to
avoid eminent domain and litigation.
McGregor said he simply negotiated for fair market value at the
time, after he was offered less for
the property than he paid for it.
The restaurant was also a “viable
business, an active, prosperous
business,” increasing its value.
McGregor added that a private
developer had offered him
$250,000 for the property, but
pulled out when the city began
planning to take the corner lots by
eminent domain. He claimed
Tuesday that that’s exactly what
the city did to acquire his property.
At the time, critics of Perez,
then mayor, said the deal smacked
of favoritism.
Perez resigned two years later
amid a corruption scandal, having
accepted a bribe from a troubled
city contractor and condoned an
attempted payoff for a North End
politician and confidant. Both of
those deals were tied to projects
funded from the same pot of
federal funds as the Albany Ave-

nue buy-up.
“I get a little upset when you
lose money and people think you
made money,” McGregor said. “I
was looking forward to $250,000.”
McGregor’s name was put forward last week by Council Majority Leader Thomas “TJ” Clarke II
and new council members Nick
Lebron and Shirley Surgeon, who
introduced a joint resolution to
appoint him clerk. Instead of
taking up the resolution, Council
President Maly Rosado called for
a Committee of the Whole meeting Wednesday to interview candidates in a “transparent and
inclusive process.”
Lusa, the interim clerk, said he
hopes to carry forward the practices of his former boss, Bazzano,
to keep the clerk’s office as
professional and non-political
possible. Asked about past criticism of McGregor’s ties to Perez,
Lusa said, “It’s time to get away
from that and professionalize the
office a much as possible.”
He also said he doesn’t think
the council should choose a city
retiree.
“I don’t think double dipping
justifies good use of taxpayer
dollars,” Lusa said. “I don’t think
that’s what Hartford needs at this
point.”
No other candidates are expected to present their names at
Wednesday’s Committee of the
Whole meeting.
The Hartford Courant re-

Tariffville Elementary School
closure taken off the table
By Emily Brindley
SIMSBURY — After a contentious public meeting in November, a series of smaller meetings
and both staff and community
surveys, Simsbury’s board of education has adjusted the options for
its district-wide school renovation
plan — and now, none of the
options include the closure of
Tariffville Elementary School.
The board of education has now
honed in on two options for its
discussion of a 25-year master plan,
according to board Chair Susan
Salina.
The first option is to move the
district’s sixth grade over to Henry
James Memorial School — which
currently serves seventh and
eighth grade — and cycle through
renovations of the elementary
schools. That option would require
the construction of a new “pod” at
Henry James, so that the sixth
grade could be self-contained on
the middle school’s campus.
The second option is to keep the
current grade structure — with the
district’s five elementary schools
serving kindergarten through 6th
grade — and cycle through renovations of all the elementary schools.
These remaining two options
will be brought before the public at
a Wednesday evening forum. Both
options are designed to address the
district’s projections that about 300
new K-6 students will enroll in the
district in the next five years, the
Courant previously reported.

“We’re going to tell both sides of
the story,” Salina said. “We’re not
trying to push a decision, we’re just
trying to present the town with the
options.”
The options to be presented at
Wednesday’s forum are notably
different from the options presented at the previous forum.
In November, the board met
primarily to discuss two of the
renovation options, which each
would have closed Tariffville Elementary School and repurposed
the building as a pre-K and board of
education office space, the Courant
reported at the time.
One of the options presented in
November also would have closed
Tootin’ Hills Elementary School,
which would have reduced Simsbury’s five elementary schools to
three.
Community members — particularly residents of the Tariffville
neighborhood — showed up in
force to oppose the closure of
Tariffville Elementary. At that forum, state Rep. John Hampton, a
Tariffville native, was one of many
to directly address the board.
“The strong emphasis on the
closing or repurposing of Tariffville
School over all of the other choices
disturbs me the most,” Hampton
said at the time. “It would be like
cutting off one of our limbs.”
The board listened.
Salina said Tuesday that any
option that included an elementary
school closure was clearly “a nonstarter” with community members.

For that reason, the board decided
to eliminate the option of creating a
separate fifth and sixth grade
school, because that would have
required closing at least one of the
elementary schools.
“People are very attached to
their community schools and
would like to ensure [they] remain
intact,” Salina said.
She added that the board’s presentation in November “was never
meant to be so pointed” and
actually could have closed any one
of the elementary schools, not just
Tariffville Elementary.
The board has also eliminated
the option to simply leave the
schools as they are, without reconfiguration or renovation. Salina
said that’s essentially what the
district is currently doing.
“That’s really not a function of a
master plan, that’s just maintenance of your building,” Salina said.
For Wednesday’s forum, Salina
said the board is looking for input
from all Simsbury residents, not
just those with children in the
school system.
“We have to really think about
this as a community: What do we
want our schools to look like?”
Salina said.
The board of education forum
on its facilities master plan will be
at 7 p.m. Wednesday in the Simsbury High School auditorium.
More information can be found on
the school district’s website.
Emily Brindley can be reached at
ebrindley@courant.com.

quested McGregor’s resume, but
Rosado did not provide it. She
referred questions to Kennelly,
who provided the candidates’
names.
Lusa provided his own resume.
He received a bachelor’s in
science in business from Eastern
Connecticut University and
started work as an administrative
assistant clerk for the city of
Hartford in 2010. He became
assistant town and city clerk in
October 2018 and acting clerk on
Jan. 10.
Scruse’s resume, which Kennelly did provide, was submitted
to council on Tuesday.
Scruse is the senior program
director of youth development at
the Wilson Gray-YMCA, and an
adjunct professor in public speaking at Goodwin College. She was
previously a program director of
Hartford Consortium for Higher
Education, executive director of
Hartford Public Access Television, and a press secretary for
former Mayor Eddie Perez.
Earlier in her career, Scruse
worked in communications for
the state departments of health
and social services. She received
her bachelor’s of science in journalism from Southern Connecticut State University and masters
in public administration from
University of Hartford.
Rebecca Lurye can be reached
at rlurye@courant.com.

POLICE NEWS

Intoxicated driver
in deadly I-91 crash
identified by videos

A 27-year-old Branford man
has been arrested in connection with a January 2019 crash
that killed one man and injured several others on I-91 in
Wallingford.
Kevin J. Whalen faces a
number of charges, including
second-degree manslaughter,
operating under the influence
and reckless driving following
his arrest Monday morning for
the Jan. 12, 2019, crash, state
police said.
Police said Whalen told
police that he was a passenger
in the vehicle that crashed but
police said videos posted on
social media show Whalen
was driving before the fatal
crash.
According to an arrest warrant affidavit released Tuesday, Whalen repeatedly told
investigators after the crash
that he was in the back seat of a
Jeep as it sped 100 miles per
hour before striking the back
of a Mazda 6. The Mazda left
the roadway and went into the
woods. The Jeep rolled over
multiple times, causing a passenger to be killed as he was
ejected out of a window. Police
identified the passenger as
28-year-old Edward Harris.
Another passenger, who
Whalen insisted was driving
the car, told investigators that
he was asleep after a night of
drinking in Middletown and
did not remember what happened before he woke up in a
Yale New Haven Hospital bed,
the affidavit said.
State police investigators reviewed videos from Middletown city hall that show
Whalen getting into the driver’s seat of the Jeep after
leaving a bar in the area and
then driving away, the affidavit
said.
The video shows two other
men getting into the passenger
seats of the Jeep, according to
the affidavit.
State police investigators
also reviewed Snapchat videos
the surviving passenger received minutes before the
crash from an account associ-
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Jordanian Ambassador Dina Kawar, right, spoke at the University of St. Joseph on Tuesday in an event marking
International Women’s Day. Moderating was Megan Torrey, the CEO of the World Affairs Council of Connecticut.

Kawar
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“There is something about not
knowing that is very successful,”
Kawar said. “Somehow my innocence led me through.”
During her two years on the
council, Kawar said she pushed to
bring forward certain topics, such
as the living conditions for refugees, particularly women refugees, living in camps.
Those topics weren’t always
easy to bring up, Kawar said, and it
was often “impossible” to wrangle
all of the council members to one

common resolution.
Given the high-profile positions
Kawar has held in male-dominated
fields, one audience member asked
how Kawar, as a fairly soft-spoken
woman, makes herself heard.
Kawar told the woman to never
shout to make yourself louder, but
to instead focus on a consistent,
methodical message.
“With time, with consistency,
people will stop and listen to you,”
Kawar said.
Listening to women and giving
them space to voice their opinions
is crucial both in politics and in the
workplace generally, Kawar said.
Not only do women simply
deserve to be involved in the

process, she said, but they bring
perspectives that can help craft
meaningful change for other women.
Women also often bring a different style to discussions and negotiations, Kawar said. She encouraged the women in the audience to
embrace that.
“You can push through without
having to compromise your values,
by doing your job [and] not giving
up your feminine side either,”
Kawar said. “Because we don’t
need to be like men in order to
lead.”
Emily Brindley can be reached
at ebrindley@courant.com.

new schedule. Employers are
subject to financial penalties
for failing to comply. Similar
legislation failed last year, but
it required three days notice.
Kushner said the 2019 measure was the result of compromise “to try and get something
passed.” However, supporters
of the scheduling legislation
increased the requirement to
14 days “for us to be in the
leadership on this,” she said.
The CBIA has called the
requirement “new administrative burdens” that will
leave employers, particularly
small businesses, unable to
respond to changing customer demands or inclement
weather.”
Rep. Joe Polletta of Watertown, the ranking Republican
on the labor committee, said
the legislation “would kill the
restaurant industry.”
“The bill has died in the past

ated with Whalen, the affidavit
shows. One video shows the
dashboard of the Jeep, and
another a man’s voice can be
heard yelling “Yo, wake up.”
The passenger is heard in a
separate video from when they
left the Middletown bar saying
that Whalen was driving, the
affidavit said.
Whalen was arraigned
Monday in Superior Court in
Meriden. He was released
after posting $100,000 bail,
records show. He is scheduled
to return to court on March
24.
— Nicholas Rondinone

Man steals $70k from
Ticket Network by
using fake accounts

Police said they have arrested an Illinois man for
buying $70,000 worth of concert tickets from Ticket Network in South Windsor
through fake bank accounts.
Timothy Whitfield, 49, of
Calumet City was charged
with first-degree larceny and
first-degree telephone fraud,
police said. South Windsor
detectives served the warrant
at Bradley International Airport Monday. Whitfield was
brought to Connecticut from a
state penitentiary in Kentucky,
where he was serving a sentence for a similar crime,
police said.
According to police, Whitfield made several over-thephone purchases of tickets
from Ticket Network, 75 Gerber Road East, to the 2017
Cincinnati Music Festival, all
through fraudulent accounts.
He received the tickets before
the fraud was detected.
He also made up a fake bank
in his attempt to deceive
Ticket Network staff, police
said.
“Additionally, Whitfield set
up a fake banking institution
and employee to attempt and
further deceive Ticket Network,” police said in a release.
He was in custody on
$25,000 cash-only bail early
Tuesday and was scheduled to
appear in Superior Court in
Manchester.
— Christine Dempsey

for good reason,” he said. “It’s
not practical.”
Carlos Moreno, deputy director of the Working Families
Party in Connecticut, said the
legislation targets “egregious
abuses” in the retail and hospitality industries and restaurants, particularly fast food
restaurants. It would apply to
businesses employing at least
25 workers, excluding many
small employers, he said.
Andrew Markowski, Connecticut state director of the
National Federation of Independent Business, a small
business advocacy group,
urged legislators at the start of
this year’s session to ease up on
pro-union legislation.
“Small business owners are
still attempting to recover
from two knockout punches in
2019 — the $15 minimum
wage law and the requirement
that employees be allowed up
to 12 weeks of paid leave,” he
said.
Stephen Singer can be reached
at ssinger@courant.com.

