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“We greatly admire the students, faculty, and staff
of Saint Joseph College, and are pleased to have the
opportunity to assist them in their first-ever doctoral
degree program. The new School of Pharmacy will
have a profound impact on students and the greater
Hartford community. We are thrilled to be part of this
exciting endeavor.”

-

Their legacy of
support spans
decades.

The impact of their
generosity will live
on for centuries.

KATHLEEN BARRY BRUYETTE ‘49,
H'04 AND GENE BRUYETTE H'04 —

FRIENDS, CONTRIBUTORS, VISIONARIES

When the School of Pharmacy'’s first students
begin their academic journeys this summer,
they will reap the benefits of a state-of-the-art
classroom, courtesy of the Bruyette's

$1 million gift. The Kathleen B. and Gene

F. Bruyette Classroom in the Round is a
technology-focused and interdisciplinary center
of education, knowledge sharing, and special
events.

Support SJC www.sjc.edu/giving
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PRESIDENT'S INSIGHTS ............

NT

President Reid, honorary degree recipient Luanne Rice and Board Chair Jeanne Merola at
Commencement

Dear Readers,

The role of Saint Joseph College in educating women and men for leadership in our
communities has never been more important. With students facing challenging economic
situations and complex personal choices, we continue to deliver on our mission of academic
excellence, compassionate service, integrity, and hospitality. In other words, the Mercy
values remain at the center of our growth and success.

Exceptional excitement has been generated as we expand our boundaries with
the School of Education offering our esteemed master’s degree at 12 locations across
Connecticut (see page 22). The new School of Pharmacy welcomes its inaugural class of 68
students at the downtown Hartford campus. Students from around the world are enrolled
in the School of Health and Natural Sciences’ online graduate programs (page 30). We are
evolving as an institution! Our undergraduate programs for women remain strong and
our residential halls are near capacity. The evening programs for adult learners continue
to grow as we build partnerships. Our combined undergraduate and graduate student
population stands at about 2,300 for the fall 2011 semester.

As our student body grows, so does the requirement for a highly-qualified team of
administrators and faculty. On the administrative side I am pleased to welcome two new
members to the College’s team: Dr. Michelle Kalis as provost and Doug Nelson as vice
president for Institutional Advancement. Both (featured on page 4) bring experience and
strengths to the College, which will allow us to achieve continued success as we move into
the future.

This issue of Outlook also examines topics that reflect the overall Saint Joseph College
experience: the ways in which we prepare students for successful careers in the fields of
health and biomedical science (page 10), the basketball team’s winning season (page 33 and
Go Blue Jays!), and the importance of government and scholarship funding (page 24).

Throughout the summer and into the fall, our campus is abuzz with a variety of activities
and events. These include the renowned AIMI project featuring the choreography of Jacques
d’Amboise; the annual Capital Classics Shakespeare Festival, which will hold a special
performance for alumnae/i on August 13; and our Annual Reunion on September 17.

I hope that you will visit our campus, stay in touch, become involved, and share the
stories of SJC and this issue of Outlook magazine with your family and friends.

Enjoy!
73
amela Trotman Reid, Ph.D.
President
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Saint Joseph College Mission

Saint Joseph College, founded by the Sisters

of Mercy in the Roman Catholic tradition,
provides a rigorous liberal arts and professional
education for a diverse student population while
maintaining a strong commitment to developing
the potential of women.

The College is a community which promotes
the growth of the whole person in a caring
environment that encourages strong ethical
values, personal integrity, and a sense of
responsibility to the needs of society.
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CELEBRATING OUR LITERARY
TRADITIONS

Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra (above right) helped
launch the College’'s first Read-A-Thon on April

11, a week-long event that coincided with National
Library Week. Like Segarra, volunteers read aloud
various literary selections with the purpose of
uniting the community and celebrating its literary
culture. Organized by Dr. Horacio Sierra (above
left), assistant professor of English, Read-A-Thon
took place each noon hour and featured readers
from the community. In his welcoming remarks,
Sierra said, "We want participants to read the
stories that make them laugh, the poems that make
them reflect, the drama that inspires them, the
letters that make them remember, the novels that
make them cry, and the language that connects
them with their faith ... As participants share their
favorite texts with us we should be reminded of the
communal spirit of the Humanities as it beckons us
to listen to each other.”

GUESS
AGAIN!

Write in and tell us
what’s going on in this
photo — why is the
person on the roof of
The Chapel? A drawing
of winners will be held.
Send your answer to
outlook@sjc.edu and
win an SJC t-shirt!

IN THE WORLD

EXPANDING BOUNDARIES

China
This spring, an SJC contingent traveled to China to build connections between
the College and key universities in Shanghai. President Pamela Trotman Reid,
Professor Robert
Madden, and Dr. Ken
Long visited Shanghai
Normal University
and Tongji University,
where they met with
faculty and students,
and participated in a
panel discussion. “We
signed collaboration
agreements that will lead
to future recruitment
and faculty exchanges,”
said President Reid.

At the end of the trip President Reid, Robert Madden and Ken Long at
Madden noted, “China Shanghai Normal University where they spoke to
is an amazing country students and faculty.

with rich diversity in its

geography and population ... We are looking forward to continuing to build
these relationships and develop some of these preliminary plans into actualized
programs.”

L4 Read President Reid's and Bob Madden's blogs at www.sjc.edu/blogs.

The Netherlands

Just after Commencement, a group of students led by Dr. Elizabeth Vozzola

headed to the Netherlands where they studied at HAN University and completed

course work for The People, Culture, Policies and Programs of the Netherlands.
Students took turns reporting the adventure on the “SJC in the
Netherlands” blog at www.sjc.edu/blogs.

Right, You Are!

Congratulations to Justin McGlamery for correctly
identifying what the people in this photo are
doing. “This looks like a picture of an old New
Games Foundation cooperative game called
‘People-to-People
Surfing.’ Judging by
the style of shorts
and the activity, I
would say this has
to be 1980 ... maybe
’79.” The photo was
taken September 16,
1979 at the Buddy-
for-a-Day and New
Games Festival.

Photo Credit: The Saint Joseph College Archives
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Senator Richard
Blumenthal tours the
- School of Pharmacy.
From left to right:
Board of Trustee
Chair Jeanne Merola,
| Dean Joseph Ofosu,

. Senator Blumenthal,
and President Pamela
Trotman Reid.

SENATORS TOUR SCHOOL OF PHARMACY

U.S. Senators Joseph Lieberman and Richard Blumenthal each toured the
College’s School of Pharmacy in downtown Hartford. The visits provided
President Reid the opportunity to share key accomplishments and her vision for
the future of SJC. Pharmacy Dean Joseph Ofosu offered the senators background
on the innovative three-year Pharm. D. curriculum, which has a proven record of
increasing students’ ability to master the material, along with a rich experiential
education. Both Senators Lieberman and Blumenthal support bipartisan efforts
to achieve job creation and economic growth in the state, fostering partnerships
among businesses and higher education. Read more on the School of Pharmacy
on page 32.

Stay up-to-date on School of Pharmacy happenings with John Parisi’s blog:
m www.sjc.edu/blogs

ARTS CENTER CELEBRATES 10 YEARS
The Carol Autorino Center celebrated its 10-year anniversary on May 18 with

an evening of entertainment emceed by Chris Lemmon. Artists, civic leaders,
supporters, and members of the College community honored the Center's Bruyette
Athenaeum — including the Saint Joseph College Art Gallery and Hoffman
Auditorium. Autorino Center Director Dr. Robert Smith learned that The Center
was to receive the Noah Webster Award from the West Hartford Chamber of
Commerce, given for its "extraordinary commitment to West Hartford."

Pictured above: Trustee Clayton “Skip"” Gengras, Betty and Tony Autorino, and Gina
and Chris Lemmon celebrate The Autorino Center’'s 10-year anniversary.
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WELCOME TO THE COLLEGE

The College community welcomed two new
members of the administration: Dr. Michelle
Kalis as provost and Douglas Nelson as vice
president for Institutional Advancement.

Dr. Michelle Kalis
Kalis most recently
served as the
vice president for
academic affairs/
provost at the
Massachusetts
College of Pharmacy
and Health Sciences
(MCPHS), where
she oversaw three
campuses with 4,000+ students and 200 full-
time faculty members. She holds a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Georgia College
of Pharmacy, a master’s degree and Ph.D. from
Emory University.
Kalis fills the position vacated by Dr. Anne
Lippert who served as interim provost since 2010.

“I am deeply grateful to Interim Provost Anne
Lippert for all of her efforts on behalf of Saint
Joseph College,” said President Pamela Trotman
Reid. “She contributed greatly as we transitioned
to our new school model, and aided in securing
our School of Pharmacy accreditation.”

Douglas Nelson
Nelson served
as vice president
of Institutional
Advancement at Kean
University in New
Jersey. He was also the
president of the Kean
University Foundation
and the Kean Realty
Foundation. As such,
he was responsible for all of the University’s
external fundraising, which saw an increase of
more than 247% during his tenure. Nelson holds
a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration
from California State University at Los Angeles
and an M.B.A. from Pepperdine University.

HONORING
FACULTY
EXPERTISE

Fulbright Visiting:P

Last spring, Interim Provost Anne Lippert announced the following faculty
promotions and notes of distinction. “These accomplishments reflect the strength
of the faculty and its commitment to teaching, scholarship, and service,” she said.

Promotions

Granted Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor: Dr. Joseph Cheah,
Religious Studies; Dr. Eric Chen, Business Administration; Dr. Raymie Wayne,
Social Work/Latino Community Practice

Promoted to Full Professor: Dr. Billye Auclair, Biology; Dr. Kathleen A. Butler,
Dean, School of Education & Special Education; Dr. Joan Hofmann, Special
Education

Receiving Faculty Emerita Status: Dr. Mary Alice Wolf, Gerontology

Notes of Distinction: Sabbatical Leaves

Dr. Nancy Billias, Associate Professor, Philosophy, will work on a textbook, The
Future of Nihilism; Dr. Kenneth Long, Professor of History and Political Science,
will be a Fulbright Visiting Professor at Johannes Kepler University Linz.

Symposium
Attracts
Educators

The School for Young
Children hosted its
annual Keefe-Bruyette
Symposium on March 14.
A popular event among
early childhood educators,
this year’s Symposium drew participants from across the state and focused on
the “Investigation and Inquiry of Math and Science.” Judi Stevenson-Garcia
Ed.M., keynote speaker, spoke on “Raising the Standards for Early Mathematics
Education: Policies and Practice.” The Symposium was funded by Gene Bruyette
H’04 and Kathleen Barry Bruyette 49, H’04, and Harry and Anita Keefe. Next
spring will mark its 10th anniversary.

Photo Credit: Ira Nozik
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NURSING STUDENTS
EXCEL

Congratulations to the 44 undergraduate Nursing
students who scored 97.37% on the National
Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX). This
was the highest pass rate in the state and the second
consecutive year that SJC held the title.

“We are well above the Connecticut average of
91% and the U.S. average of 81%,” said Dr. Joyce
Fontana, chair and associate professor of Nursing.
“This is a wonderful accomplishment and a testament
to the high standards and quality of our B.S.N.
program at Saint Joseph College.”

NYCLEX Average Test Scores

SAINT JOSEPH COLLEGE: 97.37%

CONNECTICUT: 91%

UNITED STATES:
81%

SJC RECOGNIZED FOR
COMMUNITY SERVICE

Three SJC people and programs were nominated for
the 2011 Connecticut Higher Education Community
Service Awards: Tauheedah Alexander ’09, M’11,
Sister Beth Fischer ’76, and the student group
Teaching Everyone About Multiculturalism (TEAM).
They all attended the awards ceremony at the Mark
Twain House in April. Alexander was honored for
her leadership work with Mercy Week, an annual SJC
event that celebrates community service. Fischer was
honored for her work with The Wellness Center (see
more on page 44), which she helped to establish in
2005 and where she continues to supervise students
and serve Hartford citizens. Students involved

in TEAM, under the guidance of Diane Drakes,

were honored for educating their community on
multiculturalism and diversity, along with hosting
the First Annual Total Woman Conference for Girls
and Young Women.
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HABITAT HONORS GENGRAS TEAM

On a recent spring evening, Gengras Center teacher Todd Girard was recognized
as “Volunteer of the Year” by the Hartford Area Habitat for Humanity. Todd
accepted the award along with his vocational students, “the real volunteers,” he
insisted. For the past six years, Todd and the students have devoted one or two
days each week to Habitat for Humanity, doing everything from demolishing old
walls, loading dump trucks, pouring concrete, to landscaping. Once, they spent
an entire summer removing a large crop of poison ivy so a home building project
could commence.

But the story doesn’t end there. On their own time, Gengras students Ethan R.,
Sammy W., and Greg M. help out at Habitat Hardware, a New Britain store that
was donated to Habitat for Humanity by Stanley Tools, which also contributes
tools and hardware for sale to the public in support of the nonprofit. Store
manager Rose Vigdal called them “her guys,” and enthusiastically praised the
culture of giving demonstrated by the Gengras students. “I couldn’t have gotten
this store up and running without them,” she said. “They’re so friendly and give
such great customer service.”

Meanwhile, volunteering opportunities continued to evolve for the Gengras
crew. This year, Rose became the manager of two Little League teams made up
entirely of kids with autism. “As my assistant coaches, the Gengras guys help the
kids bat and walk them to the bases. I really got involved with the Challenger
league because of them,” Rose explained. “I'm so inspired by Todd and the
Gengras Center students, who always go outside of their own circle.”

“It’s amazing how it keeps growing,” Todd stated, noting the tremendous
support from the Habitat for Humanity crew and Rose. “I don’t think they realize
what they give to us.” — Karen Hoke ‘95

AN EVENING WITH
POET DANA GIOIA

The annual Peter Brazeau Poetry Event featured
renowned poet Dana Gioia, who is also the former
chair of the National Endowment for the Arts. Gioia
is the author of three full-length collections of poetry,
as well as eight chapbooks. His poetry collection,
Interrogations at Noon, won the 2002 American Book
Award, and his 1991 work, Can Poetry Matter?, was

a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award.
Gioia read a mix of new and older work and then
took questions from the audience who asked about
his tenure at the NEA and his return to writing.

Dancin’ the Night Away

The Student Government Association will host an all-night dance-a-thon to
benefit two local organizations: the Special Olympics and the Hartford chapter of
Big Brothers, Big Sisters. Participants will start dancing at 9:00 p.m. on Saturday,
September 10 and continue through dawn the following day. The event will take
place in The O’Connell Athletic Center. To make a donation, contact Jennifer
Baker '11 at jenniferbaker@sjc.edu.
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Rose Alma Senatore M'76, President Pamela Trotman Reid, and
Lois Nesci ‘85, M'87 in front of McDonough Hall.

Aptly titled Help ¢~ Hope, the recent edition of
Catholic Charities’ magazine featured three Saint
Joseph College women: Rose Alma Senatore M’76,
Lois Nesci ’85, M’87, and President Pamela Trotman
Reid. The cover story — “Catholic Women Making a
Difference” by Lisa Lelas — chronicled their lives and
careers and the ways in which they have embraced
“the foundation of Catholic social teaching.”

Senatore retired after eight years of service as the
chief executive office (CEO) of Catholic Charities,
but is continuing part time as director of charities
for the Archdiocese. Nesci was appointed CEO
following nine years with the organization, most
recently as chief operating officer. Both women
attribute lessons and values learned at Saint Joseph
College as formative ones in their lives. President
Reid spoke about her own career in higher education
and her pride in seeing SJC alumnae/i leading in their
communities.

“Rose Alma Senatore, Lois Nesci, and Dr. Pamela
Trotman Reid have long been looked up to as
powerful women in the state’s Catholic community,”
Lelas wrote. “While they hold a common connection
to Saint Joseph College, they also cling to similar core
values that helped shape their respective life’s path.”

Photo credit: Christine Paluf
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On Stage

Theater

The Queenes Companye returned to its roots
with an all-female Shakespeare production.

The Taming of the Shrew, featuring a cast of
current students and alumnae/i, played for
three performances in April. At left, Caitlin Kent
"14 (left) and Casandra Sandoval '10 (right) play
sisters Bianca and Kate.

Dance

The SJC Dance Ensemble (far left) performed
their spring concert, Give into the Rhythm, to a
full house on April 16.

Music

The Voices of Praise Gospel Choir performed
their annual concert on March 4 (at left). In
addition to the SJC choir, the performance
featured Pastor Chris Edwards of Bridgeport
and e2VG Ministries from Boston, Mass.

Gallery Collaborates with the Benton

This summer, the Saint Joseph College Art Gallery is lending 15 works of
art to the exhibition The Colored Woodcut in 19th-Century Japan: Edo and
Osaka at the William Benton Museum of Art, University of Connecticut.
This exhibition, organized by the Benton's Interim Director and Curator
Thomas Bruhn, is on view from May 31to August 7, 2011 and includes
approximately 60 woodcuts. The Saint Joseph College Art Gallery is
lending a selection of landscapes by Hiroshige and other masters, along
with surimo, sumptuous privately commissioned work. All the prints on
loan are from the bequest of the Reverend John J. Kelley.

The initial impetus for this collaboration came from John Piskor, who has
close connections to both institutions. Wanting to honor his late brother
(a UConn alumnus) and sister (an alumna of SJC, Irene Piskor '56), Piskor
proposed his support for exhibitions involving collection exchanges at
each museum. The Art Gallery's loan of Japanese prints to the Benton is
the first of these efforts.

Art Credit: Utagawa Hiroshige (1797-1858). Fox Fires on New Year's Eve at the Garment
Nettle Tree at Oji (Oji shozoku enoki omisoka no kitsunabi) One Hundred Views of Famous
Places in Edo (Meisho edo hyakkei), 1857. Woodcut printed in color. Saint Joseph College Art
Gallery. Bequest of the Reverend John J. Kelley, 1966.
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Dietetic Interns at their World in Saint Joseph College table.

National Nutrition Month at SJC

Students in the Dietetic Internship Program commemorated National Nutrition
Month in March with a variety of campus events: They participated in the
College’s annual World in Saint Joseph College Fair with a display (and samples!)
devoted to “Vegetarian Eating Around the World,” and were in McGovern Café
with a nutrition test and a presentation on “Eating Right with Color.”

You ‘[“h Watch Dietetic Intern Mireille Blacke’s success story
at www.sjc.edu/stories.

e ! .

B i |
_Newly inddcted TriBetd studefits " 3

For the Love of Science

The College’s chapter of TriBeta, the national biological honors society, inducted
its largest class to date. Fourteen students joined the society in an April induction
ceremony. Included were 13 regular members — those with a major in the
biological sciences and a 3.0 Biology GPA — and three associates — students with
a strong interest in the life sciences.

“TriBeta provides an environment to help promote the love of science, teaches
leadership skills, and gives the students an avenue to pursue knowledge in the
biological sciences with their peers,” said Lauri Miller M'99, instructor of Biology.
“TriBeta students also participate in community service projects: this past year
they ran a series on Careers in Biology, made sandwiches for homeless shelters,
and visited the brain exhibit at the American Museum of Natural History.”
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN!

It’s become a Saint Joseph College tradition: instead
of heading to the beach or home for some R &R,

a group of SJC students spend their spring break
working for Habitat for Humanity in different parts
of the country. This year, 15 students (under the
leadership of Sydney Lake, coordinator of student
activities and summer programs) traveled to

Westchester County where they threw themselves
into a Habitat build.

Christine Wadelin '14, Sidra Bhuller '12, and Francesca
Mastria '14 at a Habitat for Humanity build site over
spring break.

On her third consecutive Alternative Spring Break
trip, SJC blogger Ashlee Hamilton "12 chronicled the
experience. “It's honestly days like this that make me
rethink my career choices or at least re-evaluate what
I want to do when I graduate next year,” she wrote at
the end of her second day. “I am strongly considering
the AmeriCorps and working with Habitat. It’s just
so rewarding to see something you've worked on ...
It’s a great feeling.”

Read more on the Alternative Spring Break
lﬂ” trip on Ashlee’s blog at www.sjc.edu/blogs

- . In Our Prayers

The SJC community mourns the

passing of three long-time staff
. . members: Sheila Ward, a librarian

in the Pope Pius XII Library for

11 years, died December 13. Linda
Arcari, telecommunications technician in the
Information Technology department for 15 years,
passed away April 10. Mike Gessford, coordinator of
Adventure Education and gym teacher at the Gengras

Center for 23 years, died January 14 (see page 23).
They remain in our thoughts and prayers.

FROM THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

+ Jeanne Merola,
chair

« William T. Kosturko,
vice chair

+ Lois F. Lewis,
secretary

PATRICIA (PADDI) LESHANE
Patricia (Paddi) LeShane is CEO and co-founder of Sullivan & LeShane and
Sullivan & LeShane Public Relations, which provide legislative and administrative
lobbying, issues-oriented government affairs, public and media relations, and
strategic and crisis communications services. In addition to providing direct
government relationship services, LeShane oversees strategic planning, issue
development, and organizational management for both organizations. She taught
campaign finance and ethics at the Women’s Campaign School at Yale University
and has counseled candidates from both parties who have served in office.
LeShane holds a bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning from Springfield College
and an M.B.A. in Health Care Finance from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

NANCY MATTHEWS

Nancy Matthews is chancellor of the Diocese of Bridgeport, which includes

more than 460,000 registered Catholics in Fairfield County. In addition to its 87
parishes, the Diocese sponsors 33 regional elementary schools and five diocesan
high schools, educating nearly 12,000 youth. Matthews is an attorney and former
deputy treasurer of the State of Connecticut. She has served on a number of
boards, including Saint Joseph High School (where she headed its first capital
campaign), Catholic Charities of Fairfield County, Pope John Paul II Center for
Health Care, and The Inner-City Foundation for Charity & Education. She earned
her bachelor's degree from Smith College and her J.D. from the University of
Connecticut.

LEWIS (LEW) ROBINSON, JR.

Lewis (Lew) Robinson, Jr. is an attorney with a background in business, law, and
government affairs. He is a member of the Bars of Connecticut, New York, and
the United States Supreme Court. Robinson spent 26 years at Travelers, where he
served as general counsel of Travelers Property Casualty, Personal Lines. He also
served as an officer in the United States Army, and was a law clerk for Justice Louis
Shapiro of the Supreme Court of Connecticut. Following his retirement from
Travelers, Robinson was senior vice president at BeamPines, Inc. He is a graduate
of Howard University, where he earned an Economics degree, and of Rutgers Law
School, where he was designated "most outstanding graduate" of his class. While
serving in the Army, he studied at the Alliance Frangaise in Paris and the Goethe
Institut in Luneburg.

CHRISTINE WHITEHEAD

Christine Whitehead is an attorney who has been practicing law for more than

25 years. She is also an author and her first novel, Tell Me When It Hurts, received
an Honorable Mention Award in 2009 from ReadersFavorite.com. Whitehead has
spoken at numerous seminars for the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
and is a litigation counsel for the statewide grievance committee. She graduated
from Smith College (magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa) and received her J.D.
from the University of Connecticut. Whitehead is a member of the Connecticut
Bar and the Federal District Bar.
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HELPING WOMEN
NAVIGATE ROUTE
TO SCIENCE
CAREERS

SJC Supports Students in
Health and Biomedical Sciences

By Theresa Sullivan Barger

A graduate student in a highly-competitive, three-year
M.D./Ph.D. program, Sara Royston M'10 credits Saint
Joseph College with much of her success. When she
started her master’s degree at SJC, she was unsure of
her academic potential and shaken by her experience
in @ male-dominated research job. By the time she
graduated, her newly-restored confidence and desire
to learn propelled her to apply for one of a few coveted
spots for students earning a medical degree and Ph.D.

simultaneously, tuition free.

(continued on next page)

Dr. Dalia Giedrimiene and Dr. Christopher Zito
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She not only got
accepted into a
program at the
University of
Ilinois at Urbana-
Champaign, but
she’s thriving

— maintaining

a 100% average.
While she worked
hard in graduate
school, she admits
she couldn’t have
been as successful
and happy as

she is without

the education,
guidance, and
support she
received from SJC. It’s not just about knowing the
material, Royston concluded, but also about believing
in yourself — "that’s Saint Joseph College."

The College designed its Health Professions and
Biomedical Sciences Program to educate the whole
student and help her take the steps necessary to reach
her ultimate goal. The program is intended to help
students interested in science, health, biology and
chemistry pick a profession that’s right for them,
regardless of what others want for them. But the
faculty and staff do much more: They provide the
education, structure, support, and encouragement
students need to be successful and attain their goals.

“Our mission is to provide education, advisement,
and support to students interested in health field-
related professions and biomedical sciences,” said
Dalia Giedrimiene, M.D., Ph.D., professor of Biology
and Pharmaceutical Sciences and chair of the Health
Professions and Biomedical Sciences Advisory
Committee. “Having built this program and helped
develop it for the past 10 years, I'm happy to see how it
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has expanded from pre-med student advisement into
a significantly larger program.”

One key component is the Health Professions and
Biomedical Sciences Advisory Committee, which helps
students identify their goals so that they can get on
the right path early and be advised on which courses
to take in which sequence. “We are a committee that’s
been designed to advise the students, to prepare them,”
said Christopher Zito, Ph.D., assistant professor of
Biology. “We want to make sure that we’ve coordinated
their studies properly so that they’re on track to pursue
what they want to do for a lifetime.”

Each professor gets a list of prospective majors
for his or her department, and the faculty member
calls students to gather information and answer
students’ questions. Students don’t declare a major
until their sophomore year — after they’ve taken a
Careers in Medicine course the second half of their
freshman year. The course brings in people from
multiple disciplines, such as the dean of the School
of Pharmacy, veterinarians, doctoral students, and
physician’s assistants, who discuss their jobs and the
expectations for their fields.

The course helps students find out who they are and
helps them explore why they want to pursue a specific
health-related profession, said Giedrimiene: “We help
them write a personal assessment; we help them take
the right courses to do well; we help them with the
application process to graduate school and we help
them prepare for national standardized tests.” They also
help students find shadowing opportunities, relevant
volunteer work, internships, and research projects.

Careers in Medicine helped sophomore Amanda
Rickevicius choose her major. “I wanted to be pre-
med and changed to pre-pharmacy once I learned
about it,” she said. The Careers in Medicine course
also helps the faculty identify students interested in
pursing health and biomedical sciences, Zito said,
adding, “The committee wants to have these students
on its radar early.”

A PASSION FOR EQUALITY

The program’s birth can be traced to Giedrimiene’s
desire for equality for women in the United States

— which was prevalent in her native Lithuania.
Already a successful cardiologist with two doctoral
degrees, the mother of three came to the United States
in 1991 to present to the World Congress. She knew
five languages, but not English. But after visiting a
friend at Saint Joseph College and liking the College,
she decided to spend a semester here to teach and
strengthen her English language skills.

“I was amazed to find such a unique institution.

I had never seen a women’s college dedicated to the
education of women to help them achieve in many
different ways and be successful,” she said. When the
College offered her a full-time faculty position, she
and her husband decided to move their family here.
“This is part of my mission,” said Giedrimiene. “This
is a place where I can make some difference.”

Those who teach at SJC share her passion to help
women be successful in the sciences. Across the
country, “we have a huge disparity in women to men,”
said Zito, who also conducts cancer research at Yale
University. “To counter that disparity, I think it takes
small institutions. The culture here is supporting
them in what they want to do. Our job is to foster
their love of it.”

Zito said the health and sciences program makes
course selection a high priority so that students don’t
waste their time or money taking the wrong course:
“We’re looking for best fits. If a cellular biology
course is going to fit them best rather than, say, a
developmental biology course, that’s our job to guide
them toward that. I have 10 to 12 advisees whom
I know well. I know what fields they’re going into.
Every semester they sit down with me and talk about
what courses to take.”

Kate Colandrea ’02, who shares a dental practice
with her father in Rocky Hill, credits Giedrimiene
with advising her on the steps necessary to get into

"The Department of Labor forecasts that health care and social assistance will be the fastest growing industries in the U.S.
through 2012. The demand for health professionals is growing due to aging population and more specialization in medicine.”

— Dr. Dalia Giedrimiene

dental school. “She was always pushing me, saying, ‘I
think this would look better on your resume.” She’d
look at my course selection and let me know what
was needed and what was not needed,” Colandrea
said. “She told me my second-to-last semester that she
wanted me to do research.”

Between Colandrea’s good grades in the right
courses, the research, and the more than 1,700 hours
of work in her father’s dental office, she got accepted
to Tufts University School of Dental Medicine. She
was one of 1,400 accepted out of 24,000 applicants.
“Im pretty happy with where my life is now and how
it turned out,” Colandrea said.

"NO QUESTION WAS TOO STUPID"

At Saint Joseph College, say students and faculty,
teaching comes before research. And that makes all
the difference to students. Royston says research is
king at the University of Illinois where she’s getting
her M.D. and Ph.D. The professors teach because
they have to, she says, but it’s clear that teaching is
secondary to research.

(continued on next page)
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Members of the Health
Professions and
Biomedical Sciences
Advisory Committee

§ Learn more about
the advisory
committee at

www.sjc.edu/hpbs-
committee

“At Saint
Joe’s, it’s a
teaching
college. That’s
why they’re
there. That’s
what they
want to do.
No question
was too stupid. All they wanted to do was help me
understand things better and I loved it,” Royston said.
While her advisor, Giedrimiene, conducts research
and sees patients at Hartford Hospital, it’s clear to her
students that she has a heart for teaching.

Giedrimiene said she enjoys all three roles and
feels they complement one another. “To me, it’s like
a necessary thing. How can I be a good professor if
I don’t know the changes in medicine or what new
research is about?” she said. “The best position is to be
called ‘professor, especially in the field of sciences.”

When students do poorly on a test and come to
her asking how they can do better on the next one,
she helps them learn the study skills necessary to
improve, a role she relishes, she said. “I felt like they
became my own kids.”

She loves when they come back after they’ve
graduated to tell her how they’re doing, and it’s
gratifying to hear young women call her a role model.
“The goal is to help women,” she said.

Students say that the College wants them to
succeed, so the opportunities to receive tutoring and
extra help are plentiful. When Rickevicius struggled
with Chemistry, her professor tutored her regularly.
“At Saint Joe’s, they really want to help you out and to
have you understand what they’re teaching,” she said.
“They don’t want you to fail.” Her professor provided
copies of old quizzes to the Center for Academic
Excellence, where students could practice.

Students and alumnae/i said that their classmates are
willing to share notes. While some colleges are known
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Kate Colandrea 'O2 ... credits Giedrimiene
with advising her on the steps necessary to
get into dental school.

for the competitive atmosphere between students,
alumnae/i who have experience at multiple colleges and
universities say the SJC culture promotes cooperation.

“Students at Saint Joseph College are extremely
supportive of each other,” said Royston, who went to
Mount Holyoke College for her undergraduate degree
and worked doing research at Yale and Wesleyan
universities. “I studied with my classmates. It was
about all of us succeeding. It wasn’t about who was
going to get into a better school.”

When Royston first came to SJC for graduate
school after a couple of years in the world of
work and research, “I wasn’t confident in myself
academically,” she recalled. Before graduating from
college, “I literally had never been exposed to gender
differences.”

Then, while working in research, “all of a sudden
I saw it first-hand. I became very unsure of myself
academically. Going back to an environment like
Saint Joe’s — even though the graduate program is
co-ed — innately a women’s college is supportive. I
was able to get that confidence back in a way that I
never had before,” she said. “The professors at SJC
made me confident enough that I could get into the
M.D./Ph.D. program.” And, with only 65 medical
schools in the country offering the dual degree
program to three or four students per year, the
competition was fierce.

Royston earned her master’s from SJC with a 4.0,
and “learned so much and left with this incredible
thirst for knowledge that I didn’t have when I started.”
Not only did her education help her get into medical
school, it prepared her for the intense workload: “If
I'hadn’t gone to Saint Joe’s and learned how to be
a responsible student, I wouldn’t have gotten into
medical school. If, by some miracle, I had gotten in
without my SJC experience, I would have floundered.”

You m Watch Dr. Dalia Giedrimiene’s story at
The SJC Story Project: www.sjc.edu/stories

Outlook
Follows

Two SJC
Students
on a Typical
Day

MERANCIA FILS "13

Major: Social Work
Minor: Political Science

Hometown: Brockton,
Mass.

Campus Involvement:
Student Government
Association (elected
vice president for
2011-12), Class of 2013,
Diversity in Action,
TEAM, Sophomore
Focus, Intern at
Connecticut General
Assembly

Career Goal: Law
School & Politics

Quote: “I love it here:
the opportunities, the
serenity of the campus,
my friends. | feel | can
do anything!”

CHRISSIE
WADELIN "14

Major: Nursing

Hometown: Wallingford,
Conn.

Campus Involvement:
SJC Dance Ensemble,
Class of 2014, Student
Nurses Association,
Leadership Quest,
Volunteer Tutor,
Alternative Spring
Break, R.A. (2011-12)

Career Goal: Pediatric
Oncology Nurse

Quote: “When [ first
came to campus, | just
knew it was the right
place for me. | felt a
burst of enthusiasm and
that's what I'm about!”

8:30 a.m.

8:30 a.m., leaves
McAuley Hall

8:35 a.m., breakfast in
McGovern Dining Hall
with Haley Torres '13



www.sjc.edu/stories
www.sjc.edu/stories
www.sjc.edu/stories
www.sjc.edu/hpbs-committee
www.sjc.edu/hpbs-committee
www.sjc.edu/hpbs-committee

e
f
12:00 p.m., lunch in
McGovern Dining Hall
10:15 a.m., class:
Anatomy and )
Physiology | Lab with t12'3t0 plm
Dr. Billye Auclair stops to play
with visiting
therapy dogs
in McGovern
Lounge

-

12:45 p.m., back to her room
in Madonna Hall - homework
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9 a.m. 10 a.m.

11a.m.

9:30 a.m.,
class: How
Politics
Affect
Your

Life with
Professor
Ken Long

12 noon

2:00 p.m.,abitof R&R
with Allison Sprafke '14

3:20 p.m.,
commutes to
class

3:30 p.m.,
.| class:

| Introduction
to Psychology
. with Instructor
Nicole Niland

5:00-8:00 p.m., working in
McGovern Dining Hall

6 p.m.

9:00 a.m., reads The
New York Times,
McGovern Lounge
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for Student Government
Association with Carla
Montrond-Correia '13 (left)
and Noelle Bellefluer '12
(right)

11:00 a.m., class: Special
Topics in Political Science
(Islamophobia) with
Professor Ken Long

2:00-7:00 p.m., working at the
Help Desk in the Network Center

12:30 p.m., lunch in McGovern
Dining Hall

STORY IDEAS
WELCOME

Do you have an
idea for a future
Outlook magazine
article? Send it to:

outlook@sjc.edu
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FACULTY PROFILES byCheryl Rosenfield

POWER O
MORAL
DEVELOPMENT

Elizabeth Vozzola,
Ph.D., Professor of
Psychology

"I think people
do have a moral
obligation to make
a difference in the
world — that's
the core of it. |
encourage people
to feel that sense of
empowerment."

- Dr. Elly Vozzola

When Dr. Elly Vozzola describes SJC's new course
offering, The People, Culture, Policies & Programs of
the Netherlands, one can't help but notice her
enthusiasm. "I refer to it as Team Holland
— anickname I use because the
development of this program has been a
true collaborative effort involving
international offices at SJC and abroad at HAN
University; Bob Madden and myself here at SJC, John
Visser from HAN, and of course, the students. We
had 16 SJC sophomores — Social Work, Education,
Psychology, Nutrition, and Nursing majors — who
participated. They attended classes during the

spring semester, which culminated with a visit to the
Netherlands in May. We wanted the students to have
an authentic Dutch experience, so HAN University
arranged for our accommodations to be at a Dutch
holiday camp. Each student was provided with a bike
because that's how the Dutch get from place to place,”
Vozzola said.

The Netherlands Program offers
students the opportunity to learn
how a modern Northern European
culture with different policies from
the United States delivers health care,
nutrition, mental health care — and
how globalization has influenced those
concerns and traditions. While in
the Netherlands, each student visited
the professional setting relevant to
her own career path and wrote a
paper comparing and contrasting
policies in the U.S. with those in the
Netherlands. "I'm thrilled that the
program is under the umbrella of SJC's
Psychology department since it's quite
interdisciplinary,” remarked Vozzola.
"Additionally, my mother was born in
Holland. I take great pride in my Dutch heritage and
sharing it with the students."

Vozzola has been at Saint Joseph College for 17
years. The focus of her scholarship has been the
psychology of moral development. While studying
for her doctorate at Fordham University, she had
the opportunity to work with a mentor who was
the major collaborator of Lawrence Kohlberg —
considered to be the father of moral development.
Currently, Vozzola is writing a book entitled, Moral
Development for the Helping Professions, which
she plans to finish this summer: "When you think
about it, moral development runs through every
major liberal arts discipline with their focus on all
the nuanced complexities of deciding right from
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wrong," Vozzola said. "If I were to describe myself, I'd
always say first that I am a teacher. Teacher, mother,
reader, psychologist. SJC is a teaching-intensive
college; students enjoy discussing real life ripped
from the headlines' issues such as France making it
illegal to wear a hijab in public. As a values-centered
institution, SJC encourages students to carefully
consider and articulate their assumptions on
morality."

SJC's support of women and ethical values has
always been of great significance to Vozzola: "I
am not Catholic myself, but I love the Sisters of
Mercy commitment to social justice — they truly
walk the walk! Faculty are encouraged to integrate
Mercy values and we take it seriously. Within the
Psychology department, everyone is passionate about
helping students grow, reflect, and reach a high bar of
expectations.”

Outside of the classroom, Vozzola enjoys bicycling
and reading a wide range of literature from novels

like The Elegance of the Hedgehog to memoirs such

as Ayaan Hirsi Ali's Infidel. She also loves Jacqueline
Winspear’s Maisie Dobbs historical mystery series
and readily admits, "I'm a big fan of The Sopranos — 1
love great drama!”

If she could sit down and talk with anyone on
today's national scene, Vozzola would choose Hillary
Rodham Clinton: "I think she is exactly the kind
of woman we teach about who had to write a new
narrative in a culture that really didn't have a place for
her. She's strong, smart, and has made a difference.”

From Vozzola's perspective, "I think people do
have a moral obligation to make a difference in the
world — that's the core of it. I encourage people to
feel that sense of empowerment."

At the spring 2011 induction of the
International Adult and Continuing Education
Hall of Fame in Toronto, Dr. Mary Alice Wolf was
honored for her legacy in fusing gerontological
theory and research with adult education: "Deeply
devoted to the potential of older adults, she
tirelessly serves as a global champion and advocate
for the role adult education plays in society at
large, bringing both honor and visibility to adult
education worldwide."

Indeed, throughout her 28-year tenure at Saint
Joseph College, Wolf held to the tenet that when
older people are treated with respect and dignity,
they continue to grow as human beings. She said,
"Wherever they are in their development, older
people can learn new ideas and go even further.
They have so much to give to the next generation."
Her work has been frequently cited in peer-reviewed
journals and serves as a foundation for the research
of others.

Wolf’s research on aging and learning began
when she attended an Elderhostel while working on
her doctorate at the University of Massachusetts:
“At the time, I was 40 years old and struck by
this incredible stage of life. Older people have
terrific long-term memories and are very willing
to share their childhood, values, struggles, and
dreams — in essence, life stories. So with my
academic background in the field of educational
gerontology, I focused on lifespan development and
started interviewing older people and capturing
their reminiscences on audiotape. This qualitative
research method is referred to as ethnography,
which provides a deep understanding of a group’s
culture.”

Eventually, Wolf was introduced to Mary
Elizabeth Deliee, RSM, who studied with one
of the foremost leaders in the field, Howard
McClusky. According to Wolf, “Sr. Mary Elizabeth
was involved with the Certificate in Gerontology
program at SJC, which addressed aging through
a wide educational and developmental spectrum.

I came on board to develop the M.A. in Human
Development/Gerontology, which now has nearly
300 graduates; there are also hundreds of certificate
and undergraduate students who have gone through
our Gerontology program. I've had the honor of
being here since the very beginning and observing
how this program has enhanced the lives of older
people.”

At the time this interview was conducted in May,
Wolf was in the midst of packing up her SJC office
and beginning her retirement. She feels that teaching
encompasses a dedicated lifelong perspective of
learning: “You need to have high hopes for your
students and the profession. There’s
work that will challenge and inspire
... along the way, you may even touch
a student’s heart. The classroom
environment fosters reciprocity. I'm
learning from the students, they are
learning from me, and that’s what
makes the process so interesting.”

Additionally, Wolf’s collaborative
service with her faculty colleagues
has cultivated an appreciation for
diverse viewpoints. She said, “I feel
very fortunate to have worked at Saint
Joseph College. There are so many
people I root for who, in turn, are
willing to listen and support my ideas.
In particular, Professor of Economics
and International Studies Dr.
Shyamala Raman has been a wealth of scholarship
and integrity, as well as a dear friend. She has been
with me every step of the way!”

With a new book under way along with an
upcoming retreat for women educators in Alaska,
Wolf shows no signs of slowing down. She
remarked, “I see this as a chapter in my life in that
there are ways in which your life shifts. I've had a
nice time and have had great passion for my work.
Now, I'm looking for my next passion to hit. As a
focused person who likes to be in the middle of
something gripping, I want to continue to learn
and give myself over to having fun with a new
opportunity!”

.I\Ii:SSONS
LIFELONG
LEARNING

Mary Alice Wolf,
Ed.D., Professor
Emerita of
Gerontology

"Deeply devoted

to the potential of
older adults, she
tirelessly serves as a
global champion and
advocate for the
role adult education
plays in society at
large, bringing both
honor and visibility
to adult education
worldwide."

- International Adult
and Continuing
Education Hall of Fame
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Patience is always practiced in a school filled with
125 students with disabilities, 100-plus devoted
staff members, and a constant supply of SJC interns.
Underscoring that is the intention to meet each

“Hi, Lindauer.”

Dr. Bernard

Lindauer student where they are, academically, functionally,
. ! and socially. At the Gengras Center, every minute is a
director of learning opportunity and creativity abounds.

This creativity is evident in the multi-purpose
room, where students not only eat their lunch, but
Center, also participate in special activities and essential
chuckled and programs, such as physical therapy. Behind a partition,

an art class is in progress. In the attached kitchen, two
gre eted the students are transferring laundry from the washer to
student in the dryer and learning to fold towels. Several students
prepare “one-dish dinners” that staff members will
return. “She purchase to help grow a special projects fund. One
jU st can't seem Youngman confirms Lindauer’s hopeful suspicion:
to remember
the title,” he

meatloaf today!
Creativity is evident in the classrooms, where
explained. "I
don't mind.”

the Gengras

independent and group activities commence in every
available space; and in the hallways, where students
who need a few minutes to unwind may take a quick
ride on a giant-size tricycle or spin on a rope swing.

When walking the halls at the Gengras Center,
it is wise to either keep moving or stick close to the
walls. You learn to keep one eye open for the constant
procession of tricycles, wheelchairs, and wagons, and
the ever-flowing teams of staff and students. Some kids
walk briskly, heads lowered purposefully, intent to get
where they’re going, while others meander. And watch
for the group of young men from the social club who
now travel en masse, still flush with comradeship.

But do make sure you look in Mr. Alfonso’s music
class. In a slightly darkened room, to the beat of a
familiar Disney musical, eight students are transported
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to a happy place of song and dance. On one wall is the
coveted large Smart Board, technology that enhances
all types of learning environments valuing interaction.
The students are in a half circle, facing the screen, and
on the screen they see themselves, videotaped from an
especially successful previous class.

Peek into the vocational room as young men and
women are preparing for life after Gengras. Some will
not be able to work, but others will get jobs, at least
part-time, in supermarkets, daycare centers, or local
businesses. They will work hard and do the very best
job that they can, because the value of working to the
best of one’s ability has been instilled in them through
years of practice at the Gengras Center.

It’s the end of the day. Students have been walked
and wheeled outside to the long train of buses and
vans. Teachers and key service providers will gather
with Lindauer to assess the day. They will determine
which students are making good progress; which need
a change in their routine; who may require a different
kind of hearing device or occupational therapy
regimen; whose parents need to be contacted for some
additional insight; which planning and placement team
meetings are scheduled and who needs to participate
or provide data. “What did we do really well today and
what might we try tomorrow?” the team asks.

Because 125 students from throughout the state
depend on this school to get prepared for their
adulthood. And 46 years of experience enables the
Gengras Center to do just that.

REVEREND JOHN STACK H'03:

“A NAME SYNONYMOUS WITH SAINT
JOSEPH COLLEGE"

When Father John Stack passed away in February, he took a piece of Saint Joseph College
history with him. A beloved faculty member for more than 40 years, Stack influenced
and inspired hundreds — if not thousands — of students. His legacy is one that is hard
to quantify as it lives on in the minds and experiences of others — those who sat in his
classroom and whose minds were broadened by his relentless commitment to Christian
Theology. Perhaps the best way to memorialize this remarkable man is to share the
thoughts of those who knew him.

REMEMBERING FATHER STACK

“Father John Stack was an immensely gifted man, established a Father John Stack
committed to the study of theology, the Church,and  Teaching Award. I said to him,
Saint Joseph College. He showed his exceptional ‘Maybe they’ll give you the first
promise early and was sent to Rome for his doctorate ~ Stack Teaching Award.” He said,

in Sacred Theology. He later attended the Second “They better.” And they did. Upon
Vatican Council as a peritus, a theological expert. receiving his honorary doctorate,
Father Stack never lost this early commitment to John was his usual brave self,
theological learning and he brought many eminent eloquently calling on the College
theologians to campus. His record of service to SJC to never to lose its Roman Catholic
was unstinting, but teaching was his first love. He identity.”

was on fire when he taught. He worked hard at it and — Reverend Henry Cody,

his students appreciated his efforts — it helped that Church of St. Timothy

he was also a wickedly funny man. He truly loved
the College, always wore an SJC class ring, and was
delighted when his Saint Joseph College honorary
doctorate finally made him an alum.

When I read some of the entries left by students of Vatican II ... He brought the
in his online memorial book, I recall a statement of teachings and spirit of Vatican II back to SJC where
Milton’s: ‘If you want to know the worth of a teacher,  he passed them on to his students... His legacy will
look into the hearts of his students.” always remain with those of us who were fortunate

— Professor Emerita Judith Perkins, Ph.D. enough to experience his many priestly gifts.”
— Denise J. Stankovics '69, M’73

“Father Stack was my theology
professor and chaplain during the
late 1960s, right after the closing

Photo Credit: The Saint Joseph College Archives

“What a record of accomplishment John leaves

behind! He was a superstar even in the seminary, “Father Stack was one of my favorite teachers.

the only first prefect to be appointed to a second He always allowed me to question doctrine and

term. John’s name is synonymous with Saint Joseph we became fast friends. I have told people in the
College. When the College awarded him an honorary intervening years about Father Stack's influence,
doctorate of humane letters, he recalled his arrival 45  and that he truly sits on my left shoulder, a constant
years before. “They tell me I was a hunk,” he confided.  reminder to do the right thing.”

In his early days, his students dubbed their dynamic — Patricia L. Ritchie ’83
young professor Jumpin’ Jack Stack.

There was a substantive difference between
‘Jumpin’ Jack Stack’ and the John Stack of his later
college years. A theological adviser to Archbishop the importance of using all of life's experience as a
Henry J. O’Brien at the Second Vatican Council, teaching tool. Father Stack encouraged us to keep
John grew intellectually and spiritually. He radiated ~ our hearts open and be courageous with our love. He
the spirit of the Council and passed on that spirit to opened the gates of our compassion.”
two generations of students. No wonder the College — Gina Ianucci Carbone *81

“In Death and Dying, Father Stack taught us about
life and its end. To an education major, he reinforced
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The Original

Person

In

Charge
Of
Unlocking
Potential

By Laura Sheehan

For years, Mike Gessford had
an index card hanging over his
desk with a strange assortment
of letters: PICOUP. He didn’t
explain its meaning, not even to Justin
McGlamery, his close friend and partner
in the College’s Adventure Education
Program.

“I figured he’d say something eventually,
because Mike was the kind of guy who
shared things,” McGlamery said. “But
he never did, so I finally asked him.”

“PICOUP — that’s what I want my
job title to be,” Gessford answered.
“A Person In Charge of Unlocking
Potential.”

“Awesome,” McGlamery remembers
responding. “That’s what you are.”

In the six months since Gessford’s death,
PICOUP has taken on a life of its own. The
man who worked quietly and enthusiastically —
bringing experiential education to the Gengras Center
and SJC — that man, according to McGlamery,
“would have felt unworthy of the attention.”

But Mike Gessford influenced a lot of people as
he unlocked their potential. “He was a great teacher,

a master at putting people at ease and making them
feel valued,” McGlamery recalled. “He wouldn’t just
teach you something, but he’d show you how you were
capable of learning it.”

Back in 1999, Gessford and McGlamery were
working at the Gengras Center. “Mike had a
background in adventure education and he thought
we should bring it to the Gengras kids,” said
McGlamery. “I remember him telling me, ‘You should
do this. This is perfect for you.”

McGlamery took his friend’s advice and completed
a training course and certificate program. Over the
years, they built an Adventure Education Program
for Gengras high-schoolers and College students. At
SJC, there is a physical education course, a First-Year
Seminar, and training programs for student leaders,
athletic teams, departments, and outside groups.

Along the way, the pair became respected experts
in the field. They presented at conferences and their
book, Focus Your Locus (2010), is used by industry
professionals, educators, and group leaders.

“Adventure Education is hard to describe. People
tend to think of the ropes course but it’s much more

than that,” Gessford said in a 2010 Outlook interview.
“It’s life-changing, experiential education.”

That was the case for Sarah McInnis *09.
“Adventure Ed. changed me; it taught me skills that
I use all the time, like when to step up and lead and
when to trust others. It helped me overcome fears
and find new strengths,” she said. “Mike had a way of
making you see your own potential and helping you
get there.”

“I'm a different person because of Mike,” said
Noelle Bellefluer "12. “He taught me how to be patient
and respectful of people with different perspectives,
how to let things unfold.”

McGlamery feels the enormity of Gessford’s
absence, but takes some solace in the way Gessford’s
legacy lives on and the growing power of PICOUP:
“Since Mike died, awards and honors have emerged.”
The Association for Experiential Education created
the PICOUP Award and granted it posthumously to
Gessford. The Connecticut Experiential Education
Association announced the Mike Gessford Excellence
in Experiential Education Award, and Senator Joseph
Lieberman’s office flew a flag over the U.S. Capitol for
“International PICOUP Day.”

“Another thing that came through is the donation
of a zip line in Mike’s honor from Project Adventure,”
McGlamery said. The zip line will be added to the SJC
ropes course and will memorialize Gessford’s work
with students, particularly his ability to “help people
soar.”

These are the easy-to-identify ways to maintain
the meaning of Mike Gessford’s life. Less tangible, but
perhaps greater in their affect, are the ways in which
those who knew him aspire to be like him, how they
support the potential of those they meet.

"Mike was a gifted and subtle observer who was

able to change both

IT) people and instititons in
L I v E positive ways,” said Laurel

Yo U R Kendzior, of the Gengras

Center. “Who knew you

BLI s s R T could change the world

with rubber chickens,

- Mike Gessford  pool noodles, and humor?
Mike did. He was the
original PICOUP."

“There is really no other way to make up for Mike’s
absence. We miss him every day and we feel the hole
he’s left, not only in our lives, but in the lives of his
wife, Judy, and his children, Molly and David,” said
McGlamery. “It was an honor to know him. It’s a
privilege to continue the work we began together and
to carry on Mike’s legacy as a PICOUP.”
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Without her
scholarships and state and
federal financial assistance,

Marta Dabrowska ’13 would not be working
diligently to fulfill her dream of earning a college
degree. The Saint Joseph College sophomore receives
aid from a federal Pell Grant and two other federal
programs. From the state, she benefits from the
Capitol Scholarship program and the Connecticut
Independent College Student Grant (CICS) program.
e FANTRIRR . . Besides her studies,
e o Dabrowska works while

attending school. And
she works hard. When
asked to interview for
this article she replied:
“I'm generally available
Friday mornings, but
i i1 8 have class and work in the
afternoon. Weekends I work in the 10-6 range, so any
time before or after, or Mondays after 2:00 p.m.”

Dabrowska’s not alone. Room, board, and tuition
for a full-time student at SJC averaged about $42,000
in 2011. Of the College’s 963 undergraduates, 839
received gift aid, said Beth Baker, director of financial
aid, quoting the latest available data (2009). Baker
also said 356 students received Pell grants and 889
took out student loans.
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5.

SUPPORTING
STUDENTS IN A
HARSH
ECONOMY

By Thomas Bieluczyk

Limited Government Support

This year, with both the federal and state governments
wrestling with huge deficits, student aid has been a
target. The federal Pell grant annual maximum of
$5,550 will stay intact, but the state’s CICS program

is expected to be cut in 2012 to $18 million (down
23%). “The loss of state funds is going to impact our
students,” Baker said.

SJC's Tradition of Support

The College has a long-standing tradition of serving
first-generation and low-income students. Its students
tend to graduate in four years and stay and work in
Connecticut, thus contributing to the state economy.
CICS money is crucial to students who attend private
colleges like SJC. The College offers a nurturing
environment, Baker said, but loss of funding “will
make it harder for us to help students and carry out
the mission of the Sisters of Mercy."

Pursuing the American Dream
Dabrowska emigrated from Poland in 1993; her father
works as a painter and her mother as a fan assembler,
though she was a teacher in Poland. “My parents gave
up their life and comfort to put me and my sister
first,” Dabrowska said. “They wanted us to have a
better life and sacrificed so much ... The economy is
scary for those of my generation.”

Dabrowska chose SJC because of its outstanding

programs, because the faculty and staff know the
students individually, and because the school does
its best to make its education affordable. She added,
however, “Financial aid ... is the only reason I am
able to attend college. If I did not work hard and earn
a degree, all of the struggles and sacrifices that my
parents endured would have been meaningless.”

Putting Herself Through College

Marlanda Hamilton 13 is a 19-year old Psychology
major from East Hartford who wants to go to
graduate school. When not studying and working,
Hamilton is busy as the president of Diversity in
Action, a campus organization whose goal is to
spread multiculturalism both inside and outside the
community. She is also an orientation leader who
helps incoming freshmen.

Because she is putting herself through school,
Hamilton is worried about losing financial aid,
which includes a Pell Grant, a federal SEOG grant,
the SJC award (a College grant) and loans. “Without
funding, I may not be able to attend school,” she
said. “I plan to become a clinical psychologist in
order to help children transition out of traumatic
environments and to be able to cope with their
abusive pasts,” she said.

Looking to Make a Difference

Luciana Tamburro ’12 is planning on graduate
school, too. The Hartford native, majoring in Social
Work, wants to work with children and provide
them with services. “The Social Work department at
SJC allows its students to bloom and to practice in
the field,” she said. “Juniors and seniors are required
to take a field course at an agency. Many colleges do
not offer this, and because we do, SJC graduates are
preferred by more employers,” she said. “Financial
aid has allowed me to be a student here, and to one
day become a social worker and make a difference in
the life of a child.”

World Class Skater and Student

Chelsea Chiappa ’14 is a freshman majoring in

Religious Studies. Her minor in Sports Nutrition

may help her realize her dream of competing in

the Olympics. Chiappa is an international figure

skater. She competed this year in the Junior World

Championships in Korea. After college, she wants to

coach skaters and work as a youth minister.
Chiappa receives a Pell grant, CICS aid, an

SJC grant, an SJC award, and a Dunkin’ Donuts

scholarship. The assistance is important because of

the costs of training for skating and staying in college.

The pressure increased in the fall after her father
was diagnosed with cancer and had to stop working.
“Saint Joseph’s is home to me,” she said, “and I need
to be able to finish my degree here. I feel it will give
me the best background for my future.”

Scholarships Enable Student Success

Sofia Bachiashvili ’13 has been in the United States
just four years but she wants to return to her native
Georgia to get involved in politics. The 20-year-old
is the president of the sophomore class and is also
involved in various campus groups. In addition to
other forms of aid, Bachiasvili receives the Lillian

J. and George Parsons Scholarship. “Having the
scholarship every semester subtracted from my
tuition is the biggest help for me,” she said. “The
end of every semester is scary, thinking how much
the next year will be, but my scholarship is what
keeps me positive, knowing that there are people in
this world who appreciate all of my sacrifices to be
the best I can be, getting over my past in Georgia,
living during the inflation, massive poverty, and a
civil war,” she said. “This scholarship helps me stay
in school and tell my story by my actions ... I always
say that this is my American dream, my scholarship
keeps my dream alive.”

"SJC was the Best for Me"

: . il Since Storrs is her
hometown, Rachel
D’Antonio ’11 would not
. have had to travel far had
she chosen to attend the
University of Connecticut.
But because of her CICS
grant, she was able to select
SJC and she graduated in
May with a dual degree in History and Art History.

“If not for CICS, my decision would have been
different,” she said. “Saint Joseph College was best for
me. I think I would have been lost in a large setting.”

After her first year, D’Antonio no longer qualified
for CICS aid because she won a merit scholarship and
earned another by working as a resident assistant,
and took out a federal loan. Still, she said she would
not be graduating from SJC had the CICS aid not
been available her first year: “CICS made possibilities
occur. It definitely makes an impact because it gives
students options. I hope other students get the options
that I was given.”

Yo Watch Chiappa’s video story at
www.sjc.edu/stories.

SUPPORT
SCHOLARSHIPS
AT SJC!

@Give online at

www.sjc.edu/giving
or call
860.231.5323
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Dr. Kerry DriLII, professor of English, learning
that'she is the recipient of the Reverend John J.
Stack Teaching Excellence Award.

President Pamela
Trotman'Reid

The torrential rains did not dampen the spirits of the 472 newly-
minted SJC graduates — or their jubilant family members - at

the College's 76th Commencement ceremony on May 15. Smiles
permeated overcast skies and President Pamela Trotman Reid used
the weather to garner a laugh when she said, “Graduates, you have
worked long and hard to reach this day. You have weathered the
heat of summer and the cold of winter. You trudged through mud
puddles ...” Indeed, spirits remained high as degrees were conferred,

successes celebrated, and new chapters begun.
Laura Okolo Mil

You[TH)

Experience Commencement
with student reporter
Kadine Carter "13 at
www.sjc.edu/youtube.

Board of
Trustee Chair

Eva Peart '11,

|
singer Jeanne Merola Gianna Gurga '
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“We here at Saint Joseph College trust that
you have learned about moral reasoning
and that we have instilled in you an
understanding and appreciation of the
Mercy values ... You are the confident and
capable citizens who will lead us into the

future.”
— President Pamela Trotman Reid

“One of the core values of SJC is providing
compassionate services by promoting,
supporting and facilitating caring service
as an integral part of all teaching and
learning experiences, and I must say SJC
has mastered this value ... My nursing
professors effortlessly incorporated this

value in their classroom.”
— Laura Okolo M’11,
Graduate Student Speaker

“When and if things do get difficult

and you feel like it is easiest to give up,
remember that you are an agent of change
who knows how to push your limits to
succeed. Remember that what the mind

can conceive and believe it will achieve.”
— Gianna Gurga 11,
Undergraduate Student Speaker
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Luanne Rice H'11,
best-selling author
and activist:

“Your education has
helped you to grow

and change, but as
you go along, life’s alchemy will work not only
on you, but on this wonderful education, and it
will grow and change along with you. At each
step going forward, you will regard everything
you've learned from a new perspective, and

it will deepen exponentially so you can better
understand yourself and the human condition,
which, as you probably already know, are one

and the same.”

Kerry Robinson H'11,
executive director,
National Leadership
Roundtable on

Church Management:

“I hope you appreciate
that you were formed in the ethos and charism
of the Religious Sisters of Mercy while attending
Saint Joseph College and that neither you nor
the world needs to be Catholic to benefit from
that formation. What the world needs is mercy,
compassion, the preferential option for the poor,
and a commitment to extend consolation, to
promote justice, and to provide hope for others.”
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http://www.youtube.com/user/SJCConn#p/u/11/OTnOQOzDuYQ
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STUDENTS WELCOMED INTO HONORS
SOCIETY

Students took the spotlight on April 5 at the 2011
Kappa Delta Pi (KDP) initiation ceremony held in The
Bruyette Athenaeum. An international honor society
for educators, KDP assists students and professionals
by “promoting excellence and advancing scholarship,

"Dedicated to the art
and science of preparing
educators for the success
of all learners in a
changing global society.”

leadership, and service.”

The Saint Joseph College chapter — Alpha
Epsilon Iota — was formed in 2009. This year, 14
alumnae/i and students were initiated.
Jessica Pierleoni M’09, president
of the SJC chapter, welcomed the
newest members: “Being a KDP
member means more than wearing
the cords on graduation day or having
something else to write on your
resume — it means being a leader
in the field ... (which) means we are
also agents of change, perhaps the
most important and most difficult
| task we face. In a profession that is
highly charged with political agendas
and shrinking budgets, we must stay
focused on what we know is right for
our students, and I know you are all
up to that task, given your academic
accomplishments thus far.”

Dr. Meg Monaghan, an
assistant professor in the School of
Education, said, “KDP membership
is a tremendous accomplishment
academically. I would also say it helps
"8 professionally by bringing honorees
together to network.”

Dr. Barbara Hartigan, director of
student teaching, agreed: “Being asked
to join KDP means that your grades
at the graduate and undergraduate level are the best
in your class. KDP membership looks great on a
resume!”

Dr. Kathleen Butler, dean of the School of
Education, noted that honorees reflected the
School's core values by being “rigorous of mind,
compassionate of heart, and agents of change.” She
noted that members of KDP sponsored the showing of
the film, Waiting for Superman, which was attended
by over 100 people from the College and community.
Butler welcomed the new KDP members and invited
them to continue the tradition of leadership and
service to the community.

Newly initiated KDP members celebrate
after the ceremony.
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HONORING ALUMNAE/I EDUCATORS
This past semester, the School of Education launched
the Sister Fay O’Brien School of Education Alumnae/i
Award, designed to honor education professionals
who meet the award’s specific criteria, which reflects
the work of Saint Joseph College in general, and the
School of Education in particular.

“This award commemorates alumnae/i who
uphold the School’s mission,” said Dean Butler.

“They are individuals who promote the growth of

Il elvasun

A b
LA :

Winners of the inaugural Sister Fay O'Brien Award

include (from left to right): Linda Labbadia ‘71, J.D.,

Kimberly Richard M'00, Ph.D., Joan Hofmann M'79,

Ph.D., and Gloria Jane Martin M'77.

the whole person, who encourage strong ethical
values and personal integrity, and who care for the
needs of others.”

On May 25, members of the SJC community
gathered at the Pond House in Elizabeth Park where
the award was bestowed on four SJC alumnae/i.
Recipients Joan Hofmann M’79, Ph.D,, Linda
Labbadia 71, ].D., Gloria Jane Martin M’77, and
Kimberly Richard M’00, Ph.D., were honored for
their accomplishments in the fields of Education and
Special Education.

The award also commemorates the work of Fay
O’Brien, RSM, a long-time member of the Saint
Joseph College community and a renowned educator.
Sister Fay currently serves on the Board of Trustees.
Previously, she was a faculty member, department
chair, and member of the Dean’s Council. She recently
retired as an education consultant for The School for
Young Children, and has held many religious and
educational leadership positions throughout the state.

For more information on the Sister Fay O'Brien
School of Education Alumnae/i Award, including the
nomination process, contact Lisa Sandstrom in the
School of Education at Isandstrom@sjc.edu.

. I Join the School of Education at Saint Joseph
B College on Facebook.

SCHOOL OF EDUCATION SCHOOL OF GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT

RECEIVES REACCREDITATION

In early summer, the College’s Social Work program
received word that its baccalaureate degree was
reaccredited by the Council on Social Work
Education (CSWE) for a full eight years. In 2008, the
CSWE revised its curriculum standards for all Social
Work programs. Saint Joseph College was among the
first cohort of programs to seek reaccreditation under
the new standards. Full accreditation allows the
College to offer its B.S.W. degree, which is designed
so that graduates of the program can complete their
M.S.W. in as little as one academic year.

“The successful outcome is a testament to the
department’s hard work, diligence, and guidance,”
said President Pamela Trotman Reid. Under the
leadership of Dr. Raymie Wayne, department chair,
the Social Work faculty revised the curriculum and
reviewed the entirety of the Social Work program.
They wrote a self-study document demonstrating the
program’s compliance with the new standards. “I'm
grateful to the Social Work department for building
a program that serves our students and community,”
President Reid said.

AUGUST SUMMER AUTISM INSTITUTE
Parents, educators, and professionals were invited

to participate in the College’s Autism Summer
Institute, August 1-4, 2011. The program provided

an introduction to autism spectrum disorders, along
with education and intervention strategies. It was
ideal for those seeking to gain an understanding of
autism, expand their knowledge of effective strategies,
and to hear from professionals in the field.

Speakers included: Michael D. Powers, Ph.D.,
from the Center for Children with Special Needs
and the Yale Child Study Center; John D. Molteni,
Ph.D., from Saint Joseph College; Ruth Irene
Eren, Ed.D., from Southern Connecticut State
University; and Jule McCombes-Tolis, Ph.D., from
Saint Joseph College. Topics included assessment,
curriculum strategies, social skills interventions,
and challenging behaviors.

@ Information is available at www.sjc.edu/autism.

GRADUATE STUDENTS PRESENT ON
BULLYING PREVENTION

Social workers at Saint Francis Hospital were treated
to a presentation on bullying prevention led by two
SJC graduate Counseling students. Jamie Lotstein
and Ashley Esak offered interventions that mental
health professionals could use when working with

students. The pair created a DVD that included a

mock counseling session and showed a variety of The School of
intervention tactics. Graduate and

“One of the most meaningful aspects was being Professional Studies
able to network with individuals who have similar offers graduate

interests,” Lostein wrote in an article in Connections,
the departmental newsletter. “The experience
empowered us to continue to build our knowledge
and to create change to stop bullying.”

and undergraduate

programs in:

o Business
Administration

o Counseling/
Marriage and

COUNSELING P
BRTW | FACULTY VISIT THE amily Therapy
counsel i Sy Re" e
: Development and
Drs. Kathleen Barrett, Judi Fanily Studics

Durham, and Rick Halstead
attended the 2011 American
Counseling Association
Conference March 23-27 in
New Orleans. Halstead was

\ aninvited presenter with the
co-authors of his latest book
entitled Counseling Children:
A Core Issues Approach, which was released. He also
took part in a book-signing sponsored by the American
Counseling Association.

o Institute for Autism
and Behavioral
Studies

o Social Work and
Latino Community
Practice

HDFS ANNOUNCES NEW YOUTH
SERVICES UNDERGRADUATE MINOR
The Human Development and Family Studies’ Youth
Services program is ideal for students interested in
working with adolescents.
It is the only program in
Connecticut designed

to prepare students for
careers in public or non-
profit agencies that assist
youth and their families.
Students will master
techniques that build
partnerships with youth,
their families, and other
professionals. They will
assess current agencies
and will plan youth
development programs
that address contemporary challenges. In addition,
students will learn to advocate for effective social
policy for youth and their families.

This 18-credit undergraduate minor in Youth
Services is designed to complement a variety of
undergraduate degree programs: Family Studies,
Child Study, Social Work, Psychology, and others.

Dr. Patrick Nickoletti leads a Human Development and
Family Studies course.
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SAINT JOSEPH COLLEGE
ONLINE PROGRAMS

ONLINE DEGREE PROGRAMS THRIVE
Back in 2000, the College’s M.S. in Biology
program was sinking fast. “We weren’t attracting
students,” said Dr. Charles Morgan, the department’s
chair at the time. “There was a lot of competition
from other schools in the area and there really wasn’t

anything to set us apart.”

Today, the program is alive and well. So, what
happened? “Spite,” said Morgan facetiously. “I got
mad and decided we needed to do something drastic.”
What he and his colleagues did was establish the
nation’s first accredited online master’s program in

Dr. Charles Morgan with Brooke Orr M'11
who earned a master's degree in Nutrition.

“The communication of the online program

was wonderful,” Orr said. “l could talk to my
professors and never had any problems.”

* Biology (M.S.)
* Nutrition (M.S.)
* Biochemistry (M.S.)

* Nursing (D.N.P.) -
under development

Biology — one of four in the world at
the time. It was designed to offer an
exemplary education while serving
students with geographic and
schedule constraints.

In the decade since, Saint Joseph
College has become a leader in
online education with graduate
programs in Biology, Biochemistry,
Nutrition, and soon, Nursing.
“Charles was a pioneer in the field
and he established the College’s
commitment to online instruction,
along with its high academic
standards,” said Dr. Sandra Affenito,
dean of the School of Health and
Natural Sciences.

Enrollment is strong, with
online learning constituting
approximately 15% of the College’s
graduate population (fall 2010).
Students come from around the
world and include many serving
overseas with the military. “These
programs were targeted to meet a
growing need for students who are
isolated (in the military), working
(and thus restricted by schedule) or
housebound,” said Affenito.

From its earliest developmental
stage, the College’s online education
program determined that the quality
of teaching was a key component.
An initial $50,000 grant from the
Connecticut Distance Learning
Consortium was used to develop
course content and delivery
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methods. “We knew we didn’t want computer-
moderated courses,” Morgan said. “From the start,
all our courses were writing intensive and faculty
moderated.”

SJC’s online program has two main elements:
discussion boards, where students interact and
collaborate; and essay questions, which allow
professors to carefully assess a student’s growing
knowledge base. There is no lab component, which
Morgan said is typical of master’s level science
programs. “Most of the students in these courses
already have extensive lab experience,” he said. “In
fact, many work in labs, either in industry, health
care, or with the military.”

Like the Biology program, the M.S. in Nutrition
struggled with enrollment throughout the 1990s. It
was suspended in 2000, but using Biology as a model,
built an online program, which began in 2006 and
was fully accredited in 2008. Forty-two students have
graduated since 2007, including 14 last May.

Biochemistry was approved in 2007 and today,
attracts students looking to improve their chances of
going to medical or pharmacy school. The College’s
new School of Pharmacy will likely draw students
into the online Biochemistry program, which projects
continued growth over the next few years. The
College is also developing a Doctorate of Nursing
Practice (D.N.P.), which evolved from an increased
interest in the Nurse Practitioner degree and health
care reform.

For students, online education offers irreplaceable
opportunities. Cathy Wickham M’10, who completed
the online Nutrition master’s degree, said, “The
online program offers tremendous flexibility. I was a
non-traditional student who returned to school after
working for many years. The program and faculty
provided a very nurturing environment, letting me
grow and develop not only with my understanding of
Nutrition, but of what I want to do within the field.
SJC provided me with an excellent foundation, which
I will continue to rely on.” Wickham was recently
accepted into a doctoral program in Public Health at
UMass and was awarded a Dean's Fellowship.

Join the Nutrition Department at Saint Joseph
. College on Facebook.

KERRY DRISCOLL LEADS TEACHERS
INTO TWAIN'S WORLD

Twenty-five middle and high school teachers from
around the country came to Hartford this summer,
due in large part to Dr. Kerry Driscoll’s efforts. The
SJC professor of English and noted Mark Twain
scholar was pivotal in creating a summer institute,
Mark Twain and the Culture of Progress, funded by
the National Endowment for the Humanities and
sponsored by the Mark Twain House and Museum.

Driscoll collaborated with Twain House staft
members Craig Hotchkiss and Katherine Turner
to develop the program and write the grant. “We
wanted to choose a theme that would highlight
some of Twain’s lesser known works,” she said.

“So we selected his 1872 travel memoir, Roughing
It and 1889 novel, A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur’s Court, and decided to focus on the
concept of progress in 19th century America —
industrialization, technology, territorial expansion,
and social improvement — in order to appeal to
both Social Studies and English teachers.”

Throughout the institute’s three-week period,
teachers divided their time between Hartford and
Virginia City, Nevada, both crucial locations to
Twain’s development as a writer. As a co-director
and faculty presenter, Driscoll traveled with the
group and delivered lectures on: “Indians and
Empire in Roughing It,” “Twain’s Nightmare Vision
of Technological Warfare in Connecticut Yankee,”
and ““The Disadvantages of a White Complexion;’
Twain’s Perceptions of Colonialism in Following
the Equator.” She is no stranger to Nevada, having
conducted primary research there for her book-in-
progress, Mark Twain Among the Indians. The work
focuses on Twain’s attitude toward Native Americans,
which Driscoll describes as “complex, conflicted, and
at times racist.”

Last fall, Driscoll organized a sold-out symposium
in The Bruyette Athenaeum, Mark Twain at 175: An
American Icon Reconsidered. Focused on Twain’s
newly released autobiography, the symposium
featured an array of speakers, including the work’s
primary editor, Dr. Robert Hirst of the Mark Twain
Papers at the University of California, Berkeley, who
also participated in the NEH summer institute.

Driscoll’s ongoing Twain scholarship includes
her tenure as the executive coordinator of the Mark
Twain Circle of America. She is a frequent lecturer and
workshop leader at The Mark Twain House and Museum
and a featured contributor in many publications on
Mark Twain, including Cosmopolitan Twain, published
by the University of Missouri Press (2008).

SCHOOL OF HEALTH AND NATURAL SCIENCES SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

Reflecting on the summer institute, Driscoll
said, “The teachers I met at this institute and over
the years at various NEH
workshops, are impressive
individuals — smart,
inquisitive, hard-working,
and selflessly devoted to
their students and their
communities. And because
Twain is such a fascinating,
multi-faceted figure — in
some ways, larger than life
— his work addresses and
illuminates a wide array of
social, historical, and political
issues. He remains relevant
and germane to 21st century
teachers and students in ways
we cannot even imagine.”

PROFESSOR PUBLISHES “LANDMARK
COLLECTION"
A prolific author and poet, Dennis Barone has done
it again! His latest publication — a book of poems
by Italian American writers, which he edited — was
released by Star Cloud Press in July. New Hungers for
Old: One Hundred Years of
oy Italian American Poetry is
! L/ ] \ gl 2n anthology of 100 poems
\ W written by 100 Italian
\ American poets, including
Pascal D’Angelo, Maria
Mazziotti Gilan, Peter Gizi,
and Rose Basile Green.
“Dennis Barone has
produced a book of great
beauty and importance that
should be read by anyone
who cares about American

New Hungers wor Old;

as well as Italian American writing,” wrote Josephine
Hendin, professor of English and Italian American
Studies at New York University. “The dazzling variety
of poems share an infatuation with life itself — the
gifts and pleasures it bestows, the harsh toll it exacts,
the rebellions it provokes and the revelations of spirit
that erupt from felt experience. It is a landmark
collection that is essential reading.”

New Hungers for Old is available at
www.starcloudpress.com.

To keep up on Barone’s latest work, visit his
blog at http://dennisbarone.wordpress.com

Dr. Kerry Driscoll at the Twain symposium last fall
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SCHOOL OF PHARMACY

SUPPORTING SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
The School of Pharmacy received notice last spring of
two significant grants:

The Travelers Foundation (the charitable arm of
The Travelers Companies Inc.) granted $25,000 for
classroom technology or laboratory equipment, which
will support student education and faculty research.

Dean Joseph R. Ofosu said, “This funding will
enhance the academic experience for our pharmacy
students while expanding our commitment to
health care in the Greater
Hartford community.
New laboratory equipment
and expanded technology
will provide cutting-edge
research opportunities
for faculty and students
alike, ultimately making
future pharmacists
from our program even
more competitive in the
marketplace.”

The School was

Dean Joseph R. Ofosu (center) receives the Walgreens
Diversity Scholarship. Also shown (from left to right)
are: Suzanne Tamer, pharmacy supervisor, Walgreens also awarded a $10,000

Hartford North; Dave Cooper, district manager, Walgreens Diversity
Walgreens Hartford North; Debbie Chisolm, pharmacy  gcholarship to develop,
supervisor, Walgreens New York City North; and Jonah

Tyler, pharmacy supervisor, Walgreens Hartford South. implement, and support

programs that will have a

positive impact and promote diversity.

“Walgreens and the School of Pharmacy share
a worthy principle — promoting and ensuring
diversity in our practices,” Ofosu said. “This donation
will directly benefit our students, our pharmacy
program, and the communities served by our future
pharmacists.” Since 2008, Walgreens has donated
more than $2 million to support diversity at accredited
pharmacy schools across the country.

FROM THE HEART OF HARTFORD

: The School of Pharmacy
" > is partnering with the
N Health and Human
\ Services Office of
Women’s Health to launch

a public health campaign

promoting heart attack
| awareness in women age
\ 4 L - 50 and above. The “Make
L I. ™ .iL Il the Call, Don’t Miss a
' Beat” campaign aims to

educate women about

Pharmacy faculty involved in the Heart of Hartford
program include (from left to right): Dr. Annette Hood,
Dr. Diane Pacitti, Dr. Natalie Dearing, Dr. James Henkel, the seven most common
and Dr. Rajesh Vadlapatla. symptoms of a heart
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attack and to encourage them to call 911 immediately.
Faculty from the Pharmacy School held free

blood pressure screenings and educational seminars

throughout Hartford at locations including: the XL

Center, Catherine’s Place, and the Franciscan Center

for Urban Ministry.

'] Look for Heart of Hartford at Saint Joseph

College, CT on Facebook.

LEADING THE WAY

The administration, faculty, and staff at the Saint
Joseph College School of Pharmacy are excited to be
leading the way for the next generation of pharmacy
practitioners. The future of pharmacy is full of new
opportunities in patient care and the College’s School
of Pharmacy is about to create a series of “firsts” for
the state of Connecticut and perhaps the region.
These opportunities include:

o An active learning-based curriculum dedicated
to developing pharmacists for advanced practice
settings

o A mastery-based grading system that allows
post-baccalaureate students the opportunity to
learn in small group settings of six or seven

o Aninnovative program that meets the needs of
a professional student population in an vibrant,
urban setting

The SJC School of Pharmacy will provide an intensive
three-calendar year doctor of pharmacy curriculum
beginning in August 2011. Student orientation to
the curriculum and active learning methodologies
will begin two weeks prior. The modified block
curriculum suits our select student population and
is one of the main reasons these post-baccalaureate
students chose our program.

We filled the last few slots in our inaugural class
of 68 students. Each student has been evaluated on
scholastic performance, as well as interviewed by
faculty teams in half-day sessions at the School. Our
unique curriculum and pedagogy require us to assure
that each student’s level of commitment and passion for
pharmacy aligns with our professional expectations.

Our advisors have noted that we will never have
another class like the inaugural class. Each of these
students begins an adventure that will define them. And
we cannot wait to get started!

— Dean Joseph R. Ofosu, Pharm.D., R.Ph.

Get to know members of the School’s
inaugural class. Read profiles at
www.sjc.edu/pharmacy-students.

)
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Coach of the Year
"  Kim Martin

b

UE JAYS

a
B [D] B — by William Schubert,
Sports Information Director

Record-Breaking
Season

The milestones sped past like fastbreak layups. The women’s basketball team won
its second consecutive SJC Invitational in December. The Blue Jays had the most
wins in school history after six games, then seven. There was a five-game winning
streak in the fall semester, then an eight-game streak after break.

When it was all over, Saint Joseph College had one of the biggest turnarounds
in the country, going from four wins in 2009-10 to a 19-7 record. The Blue
Jays tied a school record for wins in a season and set a new record for winning
percentage (.731).

They accomplished all this with two seniors and the remainder of the roster
made up of first-year students. “The team came together this year with the goal of
turning the SJC basketball program around,” coach Kim Martin said. “Through
their dedication and hard work they were able to reach this goal. They adopted a
team-first mentality and their unselfish play helped them accomplish more than
they thought they were capable of.”

Devon Diliberto *14 was the most decorated of the newcomers. She was voted
Great Northeast Athletic Conference (GNAC) Rookie of the Week three times,
the GNAC Rookie of the Year and named Second Team All-GNAC. She averaged
a team-high 15.6 points a game and established a single-season school record by
making 60 three-point baskets.

Diamond Doe ’14 was the GNAC Rookie of the Week twice, averaged 10.6
points a game and led the team with 96 steals. Mary Hyde "14 earned two GNAC
Player of the Week awards and averaged 9.6 points to go along with a team-high
7.2 rebounds a game.

The two seniors, Nathalie Mastarreno ’11 and Ilaria “Laddie” Schiano ’11, were
steadying influences and finished their careers on a team that won more games
in their final season than it had in the three previous combined. Mastarreno
averaged 9.4 points, led the team with 75 assists and was named team Most
Valuable Player. Schiano’s season ended due to injury after 14 games, but she
remained an integral part of the team. She averaged 10.1 points a game and
finished with 1,294 career points, third in school history.

“The two seniors set the tone and kept each player focused on the goals we
would eventually achieve,” Martin said. The Blue Jays qualified for the GNAC
Tournament for the first time in five years, by finishing in fifth place in the
13-team league. They also won a playoft game for the first time since 2006, and
advanced to the league semifinals. Martin was voted the GNAC Coach of the Year
by her peers.

Given the combination of youth and success this season’s team had, the goals
will be lofty going forward. And the Blue Jays have players with the talent and
determination to keep meeting — or exceeding — those goals.
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SJC ATHLETICS e

BASKETBALL

Saint Joseph College had one of the biggest turnarounds in the
nation, adding 15 wins to its total from the previous season. The
Blue Jays finished 19-7, tied a school record for wins in a season,
and established a new record for winning percentage. They reached
the semifinals of the GNAC Tournament for the first time in five
years. Read the full story on page 33.

Diana Soucier "12 LACROSSE

The lacrosse team under
first-year coach Dee
Stephan won four games,
most in the history of
the program. Diana
Soucier ’12 scored a
team-high 28 goals.
Giovanna Piasecki ’12
scored 13 goals and
Francesca Mastria '14
and Elizabeth Strange
’12 tallied 10 apiece.
Stacey Velasquez 14 was
solid in goals for three of
the team’s wins. The Blue
Jays won four of seven
games played in the most
successful stretch of the
season, from April 6-18.
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NCAA DIVISION Il e

SOFTBALL

After finishing fourth

in the GNAC during the
regular season, the Blue Jays
finished third in the GNAC
Tournament. Pitcher Kristina

Kristina Torres '12

Torres ’12 was named First
Team All-GNAC. She had a
10-5 record with a 2.03 ERA,
four shutouts and struck out
117 batters in 117 innings.
Ashley Gall ’14 who had
team highs of a .378 batting
average, five home runs, and
23 RBI, was named Second
Team. Stephanie Valerio

’12 and Nikki Williams ’13
made Third Team. The team
went 16-8 in the GNAC and
finished 22-18 overall. Coach
Jim McKinnon recorded his
100th career victory during the season.

Sarah Wheeler 11

SWIMMING

The team finished third in the GNAC Meet, one spot ahead of last
season. Sarah Wheeler ’11 was the only Blue Jay to win individual
events by taking first place in the 100 and 200 butterfly. Wheeler,
Suki Hood ’13, Shannon Dunn ’14 and Kelsey Cronin ’14 all had
four top-five finishes. Mary Provencher ’12 ended with three

at the GNACs. Hood, Dunn, and Cronin teamed with Kristine
Ellegard ’11 to win the 200 freestyle relay in a school-record
1:47.05. Dunn also broke the SJC record in the 50 backstroke
(30.37) in November. After being edged by Elms for second place
in the GNAC by 10 points, the Blue Jays finished their season by
sweeping a tri-meet that included a 37-point win over Elms.

MEMBERS OF THE GREAT NORTHEAST ATHLETIC CONFERENCE (GNAC) e

SJC TOPS IN SPORTSMANSHIP — AGAIN

Saint Joseph College won the annual GNAC Institutional
Sportsmanship award for women's athletics. Respect, fairness,
and graciousness are all taken into consideration when the GNAC
selects recipients of the annual Sportsmanship Awards.

The College also won the award last year. "It's a great honor to
be selected for the GNAC Sportsmanship Award for the second
straight year," Athletic Director Bill Cardarelli said. "Once again
our student athletes have shown the exceptional ability to compete
at a high level while understanding how sportsmanship should
always be incorporated into athletic competition."

wmew Hiddimiiearl aww
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VISIT OUR NEW ATHLETICS WEB SITE

Saint Joseph College launched a new athletics Web site — www.
sjcbluejays.com — a joint effort between the Athletic department,
Office of Marketing & Communications, and PrestoSports.

“This is the next step for us in keeping up with the constantly
changing culture that is 21st century communications,” said Sports
Information Director Will Schubert. “PrestoSports Web sites,
including ours, are visually sharp, dynamic, and easy for users to

navigate. We feel the Saint Joseph College community and all of our

supporters will enjoy this new and easier way to access information
about their favorite teams.”

CALLING ALL ALUMNAE/I ATHLETES

Were you a Blue Jay athlete? If so, contact Stephen Kumnick,
manager of annual giving & alumnae/i relations (860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu) to become part of a new alumnae/i group. He's
looking for anyone who has ever played sports at SJC.

oLl ul! .l! !-mnl “ ;

SJCBLUEJAYS.COM

Swimmer Caitlin Brault "11 (center) receives the Director of Athletics
Award from Associate Athletic Director Deb Fiske and Athletic
Director Bill Cardarelli.

STUDENT ATHLETES WIN AWARDS

The Saint Joseph College athletic community
gathered May 2 to honor its student-athletes
from the winter and spring seasons:

BASKETBALL

Most Valuable Player: Nathalie Mastarreno ’11
Most Improved: Shauna Sullivan "14

Gianna Gurga 'l Coaches' Award: Mary Hyde "14

SWIMMING & DIVING

Most Valuable Swimmer: Sarah Wheeler ’11
Most Improved: Suki Hood ’13

Coaches' Award: Crystal Mercado "14

SOFTBALL

Most Valuable Player: Kristina Torres 12

Most Improved: Stephanie Valerio ’13

Coaches' Award: Melanie Bush ’11, Susie Waters '11

LACROSSE

Most Valuable Player: Diana Soucier ’12
Most Improved: Alex Chmura ’14
Coaches' Award: Jess Franklin ’13

SPECIAL AWARD RECIPIENTS

Woman In Sport Award: Antonella Maccarone ’98

Director of Athletics Award: Caitlin Brault 11

Senior Scholar Athlete Award: Gianna Gurga 11, Courtney Burns ’11
Blue Jay Senior Student Athlete Award: Sarah Wheeler ’11

Nancy Spada Leadership Award: Eva Peart '11, Melanie Bush "11
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ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION

Executive Board and Council Members
2010-2011

President: Lois Nesci '85, M'87
Vice President: Sarah Ellsworth Gutierrez '06
Secretary: Rhonda Dablain LoBrutto '68
Chair, Annual Fund Committee: Denise Bagg '68
Chair, Public Relations and Outlook Advisory:
Michelle Turley Confessore '86
Chair, Distinguished Aumnae/i Award
Committee: Sarah Ellsworth Gutierrez '06
Chair, Nominating Committee:
Joanne "Jodi" Warner Fyfe '71

OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMENT

Douglas Nelson, Vice President for
Institutional Advancement
dnelson@sjc.edu
860.231.5397

Mary Kate Cox, Associate Vice President
for Institutional Sdvancement
mkcox@sjc.edu
860.231.5206

Tom Borjas, Director of Development
860.231.5898
tborjas@sjc.edu

Mary Farley Murphy, Director of Development,
Major Gifts
860.231.5355
mfmurphy@sjc.edu

Diane Burgess, Associate Director of
Leadership Giving
860.231.5502
dburgess@sjc.edu

Karen Hoke '95, Director of Development,
Gengras Center and Special Programs
860.231.5363
khoke@sjc.edu

Laura Martineau, Director of Development,
Grants and Sponsored Programs
860.231.5511
Imartineau®@sjc.edu

Steve Kumnick, Manager of Annual Giving
and Alumnae/i Relations
860.231.5323
skumnick@sjc.edu

Rita Bayer '05, Administrative Assistant
860.231.5462
rbayer@sjc.edu

Amanda Saccuzzo, Development Associate
860.231.5291
asaccuzzo@sjc.edu

Cristina Osbourne, Development Associate
860.231.5512
cosbourne@sjc.edu

Courtney Burns 11, Development Associate
860.231.5364
cburns@sjc.edu

Giving To Saint Joseph College

Ways to give:
- Credit card or check
- Gift of Securities
- Pledging
+ Matching Gifts
+ Bequests

For more information, please go online at
www.sjc.edu/giving or call 860.231.5462.

ALUMNAE/I

NEWS

STAY CONNECTED
WITH ALUMNAE/I ON
FACEBOOK

“Like” the Saint Joseph College

Alumnae/i Facebook page at www.sjc.
edu/alumnaefacebook or search for us on
Facebook at Saint Joseph College Alumnae/i
CT. It’s a great way to connect with fellow
SJC alumnae/i, see pictures from events,

and stay informed of alumnae/i news and
upcoming events.

SEND YOUR SJC MEMORIES

SJC is committed to the history and stories

of its graduates. In order to preserve

these memories, the Office of Alumnae/i

Relations is looking

for any photos from
your College days.

: Photos can

be submitted to
alumnae@sjc.edu

I or mailed directly

to the alumnae/i office at 1678 Asylum

Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06117. We want

your photos! The above photo is a memory

submitted by the Class of 1966.

@ And remember, visit the Story

Project booth at Reunion to share
your SJC memories! Check out the
Story Project at www.sjc.edu/stories.

ALUMNAE/I GATHERING
SPRING MEETING

Alumnae/i living in Fairfield and
New Haven counties enjoyed a
reception at Outriggers Restaurant in
Stratford, Conn. on April 27. Cindy
Mariani, director of marketing and
communications, was the guest
speaker. She is shown at right (center)

ALUMNAE/I ASSOCIATION
BYLAWS

On Saturday, September 17, 2011 the
amended Saint Joseph College Alumnae/i
Association Bylaws will be voted upon for
approval. To see the amended Bylaws go to
ww2.sjc.edu/PDF/alumnae/bylaws.pdf . If
you cannot attend the annual meeting but
would like to vote, please contact the Office
of Alumnae/i Relations at alumnae@sjc.edu
or 860.231.5364

QUEENES COMPANYE -
PAST MEETS PRESENT

Members of The Queenes Companye
— past and present —
mingled at an alumnae/i
reception following the
spring production of The
Taming of the Shrew.
Here, Casandra
Sandoval ’10 and Charity
Mathias ’63 talked about -
their shared experience of playing Kate
— Sandoval in the recent production and
Mathias in 1962.

=
-

’12 , who played

Hortensio, visits
with her mother,
Dale Mitchell

surrounded by (from left to right) Verna Muller Manfredi 49, Margaret Sullivan
Florence ’55, Nancy Maloney Lenoce ’57, Patricia J. Rooney, RSM, ’58, Susan Conti

Root 68, Carol Ecklund Quinn ’58, and
Joanne Griffin Jennings ’64.

At left, Nancy Maloney Lenoce ’57,
Verna Muller Manfredi 49, and
Margaret Sullivan Florence ’55 enjoy
food and friendship at Outriggers
Restaurant.

Alyssa McKeever

McKeever '70, M’79, who played King
Claudius in the College’s 1967 production
of Hamlet.

The production was dedicated to Sister
Maria Ancilla Sullivan, founder of The
Queenes Companye, who directed for more
than three decades. Honor Sister Maria
Ancilla’s memory by making an annual
fund gift in her name. Give online at www.
sjc.edu/give or mail to:

Annual Fund at Saint Joseph College
1678 Asylum Avenue
West Hartford, CT 06117

To see more event photos, visit the
Alumnae/i Facebook page at
www.sjc.edu/alumnaefacebook.

SUPER WOMEN, TAKE NOTE

Are you a member of the “sandwich
generation” — women caring for children
and parents simultaneously? If so, we want

to interview you for a future Outlook article.

Contact Laura Sheehan at Isheehan@sjc.edu
or 860.231.5297

PLANNING FOR
YOUR FUTURE
AND SJC'S

Years ago, Barbara Abbate ’62 and her
husband, Bill, decided they would support
their respective alma maters. As they
looked at all the available options, they
decided a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)
was the way to go.

“As we learned more about Charitable
Gift Annuities, we decided it was a win-
win and the perfect vehicle for us,” Abbate
said. “By choosing a CGA I could make
my contribution to the College now, thus
receiving an immediate tax deduction. In
addition, I am guaranteed fixed and largely
tax-free payments from the annuity for the
rest of my life.”

A Charitable Gift Annuity is an
agreement by which a donor makes
an irrevocable gift to a charity that, in
turn, provides fixed, guaranteed annual

Barbara Abbate '62 (right) with her
husband, Bill, and President Reid

payments for life. A charitable gift annuity
allows you to give to the College and still
receive an income.

“I was proud to set up the first CGA at
Saint Joseph College and was able to direct
my gift to scholarships,” Abbate said. “I
encourage alumnae/i and friends of the
College to learn more about CGAs. You
might just find that a CGA is right for you.”
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ALUMNAE/I

"Of all things, she was
assigned to live on Madonna  icnere, she said.
third — the same place |

lived almost 30 years ago!”

— Diane Carlotto Mortiere '81  she wasassigned to live

PROFILES ............

Like Mother,
Like Daughter

By Laura Sheehan

It started as a joke. Diane Carlotto Mortiere ’81
always wanted one of her daughters to attend Saint
Joseph College, but living in Virginia, the possibility
seemed like a long shot. When her daughter Caroline
started to look at schools, though, she thought she’d
give her mother a laugh by applying to SJC. Then
came the offer for a campus visit. “Why not?” Diane
thought. “We can drive up to Connecticut, see Mom
and Dad, and visit the campus.” So they did ...

“We did the campus tour and Caroline went home
to my parents’ house and I went out with friends,”
Diane recalled. “Then my phone rang. Caroline was
concerned that something was wrong with my father.
His breathing didn’t sound normal.” An E.R. nurse,
Diane told her daughter and mother to call 911 and
then raced to the hospital. “Sadly, Dad died the next
day,” Diane said. “In a way, it felt like fate to Caroline
— that she was supposed to come to Saint Joseph
College and be near her grandmother.”

More than two years have passed and Caroline "13
is now preparing for her
junior year as a Special
Education major. “I love

“Her coming here
really does feel like it
was meant to be,” Diane
reiterated. “Of all things,

on Madonna third —
the same place I lived
almost 30 years ago!” And in many ways, Caroline
is replicating her mother’s Saint Joseph College
experience. “I remember telling her that the friends
she would meet here would be her friends for life, and
that’s proven true,” said Diane.
Diane’s life since she graduated in 1981 has been
a happy one, both personally and professionally, and
like any mother, she hopes the same for her daughter.
Following her graduation with a degree in Nursing,
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Diane Carlotto Mortiere ‘81 and her daughter Caroline
Mortiere '13

the Wolcott native moved to Washington, D.C.,
where one of her SJC friends was starting graduate
school. “I thought I'd give it a year and see what
happened,” she recalled. What did happen was that
she never left.

Diane started working as an emergency room
nurse at George Washington University Medical
Center and met her husband, a physician’s assistant.
The couple settled in Fairfax and raised four
children (Caroline is the second oldest). Diane still
works part-time in the E.R., but started a second
career as a medical team manager/flight nurse with
EuropAssistance. She travels the world on medical
transports providing assistance and care. “It’s a
great job and it has broadened my knowledge of
international medicine,” she said.

Diane thinks back fondly to her SJC years and
appreciates the quality of the education she received.
“I graduated absolutely prepared to work as a nurse,”
she said. “The clinical background I received at Saint
Joe’s, the quality of the instructors — they were
outstanding.” She particularly recalls the classes
outside her major that, at the time, she resisted.

“As a student, courses in Philosophy, Religion, the
Humanities, I remember thinking, ‘Why? Why do I
have to take these?” but now I see how they broadened
my experience and gave me invaluable skills.” Diane
specifically recalls Reverend John Stack’s Death and
Dying course: “That class touched me more than I
could know. Things I learned there I use every single
day in my work.”

Like so many SJC graduates before and since,
Diane reflects back on the powerful impact of a
women’s college experience: “It built my character
and empowered me to go out and get what I wanted
out of life.” And what mother doesn’t want that for
her daughter?

The Living
History of
SJC

By Sue Simoneau

Mary Joan Cook, RSM, 47, recently completed a 231-
page history of the College, Saint Joseph College 1932-
2007: The Art of Becoming in a Changing Society. A
member of the campus community since she joined the
English department in 1962, Sister Mary Joan shared
her thoughts on writing the book, and on her time at
Saint Joseph College:

How did you decide to write a history of the
College?

My undergraduate major was History and my
graduate work was in English and Philosophy. Sister
Mary Consolata O’Connor '39, who was president of
the College from 1969-1984, thought that the history
of the College should be written. She urged me to
undertake it when I retired from my teaching and my
role as an advisor for Weekend College students. I
was aiming to complete it for the 75th anniversary of
the College in 2007, but I didn’t succeed.

How did you go about your research?

Fortunately, the College has a great resource in its
Archives. Diana Barnard, our College archivist, was
wonderfully helpful to me throughout.

What were some of the helpful resources in the
Archives?

There were, of course, a variety. The first that come
to my mind are two College publications: The Targe
and Outlook. The Targe was a student newspaper that
was published from the early 1930s to 1969, over 35
years. The other publication is Outlook, published by
the administration, and goes out to our alumnae/i as
well as to the community. Its first issue is dated 1967
and, as you know, it has continued to the present. I
had been on campus for over 40 years and could draw
on my own recollection of what happened.

Did you find any resources that were new to you?
Yes. For example, in the Archives we have the

Sister Mary Joan Cook

unpublished autobiography of Sister Theodore, who
was dean and then president from 1950-1969. That
document includes her years at the College. She
wrote it in the 1980s, looking back.

What would you say was the most important time
in the College’s history? Why?

From my point of view, it seems to me that
the first years were the most important time. The
subtitle of the history is The Art of Becoming in
a Changing Society. That title implies that
the College is a being (a live being) that
is developing according to its nature. The
College was founded for a purpose; that
purpose guides its development. The 1934
catalog states: “The purpose of the College
is to help young women develop themselves
along all lines, physical, social, intellectual,
moral and religious, in such a way that they
may contribute productively to the welfare of
society.” That purpose was imbedded in the
foundation of the College and I think it has
guided the College during its 75 years.

When did the College come into your life?

I relate in the book how I sold raffle tickets
in 1936 for the College, when I took after-
school catechism classes at St. Thomas Church
in West Hartford. The teachers were Sisters
of Mercy and they wanted to help the College, which
was just starting.

Did you know Sister Rosa?
Yes, I had her as a teacher here.

How do you remember her?

I remember that she proceeded by asking
questions. She really didn’t give the answers. She’d
ask and you had to think. She taught you to be
critical of your own thinking, and she left her mark.
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A reception and book
signing will be held at
Reunion on Saturday,
September 17 and the
book will be available
for purchase. Prior
to that, copies will be
available in the SJC
Bookstore.



ALUMNAE/I

CLASSNOTES............

Keep the Saint Joseph College community informed on your career news, family news, education updates, promotions and awards.
Send your information for the next edition of Outlook magazine's Class Notes to Sue Simoneau in Marketing and Communications
at ssimoneau@sjc.edu. Digital photos are welcome and published on a space-available basis. Please note that your submission to
Class Notes may be edited for publication purposes.

1938

Arline Boucher Tehan presented
a talk on her new book The Gates
of Hell: Rodin’s Passion in Stone
(Xlibris, 2010) this past April in the
Saint Joseph College Art Gallery.
A book signing and refreshments
followed the presentation.

1941 C@EUNlON 201

70th Reunion
September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1946 C@EUNmN 201

65th Reunion
September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

Mildred Ross published a book on
occupational therapy in 2009: For
the Love of Occupation.

1951 Cgtumon 201

60th Reunion

September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

Gloria McKinnon Perret and her
husband, Charles, received the
Lieutenant Governor's Greenwing

Conservation Award for donating
173 acres of their Prince Edward
Island land to the Island Nature
Trust.

1956 C&UMON 201

55th Reunion

September 17, 2011
Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations,
at 860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1957

Sister Margaret Golub is the
author of three children's books,
The Lonely Penguin, Penguins
Go for the Gold, and Penguins Go
Green.

1961 Cgt:umon 201

50th Reunion

September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1964

Maria Luisa (Lu) Mongcopa
Munroe is a former vice president
of the Bank of New York Mellon.
She has three children: Renee
Hill, Heather Vallis, and Galen
Munroe; and has been blessed
with four grandchildren: Jared
and Katelyn Hill, and Zoe and Max
Vallis. Maria sings with the Church
of St. Williams in Tewksbury,
Mass. She has participated in
community theater throughout
Connecticut and Massachusetts.
Maria serves as president and
chair of St. Paul University of
Dumaguete (Philippines) Alumni

Members of the Class of 1961 celebrated their 50th anniversary at Commencement on May 15.
Shown here with President Pamela Trotman Reid (front row, left to right) are Carol Guardo, Lucia
Lim Rees, (back row, left to right): Patricia Cisco Rougeot, Patricia Doba Hensing, Roselee Barbagallo
Fanelli, and Sandra Barson Kravet. Not shown: Rita Griswold and Madeline Follachio, RSM.
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Association of North America. She
enjoys visiting SJC every five
years.

1966 Cgtumon 2011

45th Reunion

September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

Patricia Pauline Cook, RSM, (M),
Ph.D., has been encouraging and
affirming the spiritual journey of
others throughout her 58 years
of consecrated life. Her first 22
years in the ministry were in
education including Mercy High
School, Fordham University,
Sacred Heart University and
Saint Joseph College. She

has served as a Guatemalan
missionary and as a prison
chaplain. She recently served

as spiritual director for a
pilgrimage group heading

to the Holy Land. During

Lent this year, Sister Patricia was
a team teacher for a "Spirituality
of World Religions" course, at
the Cathedral of Saint Patrick in
Norwich, Conn.

Charlotte Jean Fasi published
The Man Christ Jesus, her
translation of Gesu’ Di Nazaret
by Cardinal Emeritus Giacomo
Biffi of Bologna (Sophia
Institute Press). She is currently
translating other works by the
Cardinal.

1967

Mary Rose Glandorf Lawson
received the Service Excellence
Award from Salem Health, in
Salem, Ore.

1971 Cgtumon 201

40th Reunion

September 17, 2011
Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual

giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1972

Kathy Vrabel Rohn took a mission
trip to El Salvador in February,
where she worked with people

in villages and toured various
shrines.

1975

Christina A. McNaboe started
her own company (Horizions Inc.)
that assists people with special
needs. She attributes her success
to her SJC education, especially
the College's Special Education
program.

Deborah A. Wiecek works for
Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics
in Tarrytown, N.Y., as a marketing
manager for analytical equipment
used to monitor diabetic patients.

1976 @UNlON 201

35th Reunion
September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1979

Susan Muirhead M'04, an
assistant principal of Mabelle B.
Avery Middle School in Somers,
Conn., was named the 2011 Middle
School Assistant Principal of the
Year.

1980

Judy Cook Guarco is a realtor
with Prudential CT Realty, licensed
in Conn. and Mass. She was
named to the Leading Edge
Society and to the Top 7% Selling
Realtors for 2010. She is a proud
mother of four and lives in Granby,
Conn., with her husband, Mike
Guarco Jr.

1981 C@t:UNmN 201

30th Reunion
September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1985

Lois Nesci M'87 was appointed
CEO of Catholic Charities,
Archdiocese of Hartford. She
has been with Catholic Charities
since 2006, serving in a variety
of roles with steadily increasing
responsibilities.

1986 C@t:umou 20m

25th Reunion

September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

Suzanne Trocki Longbrake is an
attorney, working for an appellate
court judge on the Ohio Court of
Appeals. Her and her husband,
Brad, will celebrate 17 years of

marriage this summer. They have
two children, Hunter (13) and
Anna Bridget (8).

1987

Denise Snyder has been
appointed director of enroliment
services for the Boston Public
Schools, which serve 56,000
students in grades K - 12.

1991 CBEUMON 201

20th Reunion
September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

Maggie Greene, RN, and her
husband, Fred Louis, live in New
Britain, Conn. She works for the
Bristol-Burlington Health
District as an elementary school
nurse in Bristol, where she also
taught an after-school poetry
class in 2008. Her most recent
poetry credits include a poem
in Rattle Magazine's Tribute

To Nurses, and another in The
Naugatuck River Revue. She
participates in poetry readings
throughout the state.

CONGRATULATIONS

Marriages and Engagements

Maggie Greene '91 married
Fred Louis on July 20, 2010.

Tonie LaPenta Matthews '97
married Ken Matthews on
November 27, 2009; they live
in Simsbury.

Teresa DiNardi 'O1 married
Kathy Denisiewicz on June 13,
2010.

Samantha Cahill '06 (right)

is engaged to Kenneth Slade.
A November 2011 wedding is
planned. Lara Skirvan '06,
M'08 will be maid of honor and

Amanda Evans '06 will be a
bridesmaid.
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ALUMNAE/I

Joanie Collupy Keating lives in
Cape Cod, Mass. with husband,
Chris, daughter Molly (10) and
sons Christopher (9) and
Joseph (2). She hopes to see

all her classmates in September
at Reunion 2011!

Pamela Jenkins Weber and
her husband, Michael, have
two wonderful boys, Wyatt
(7) and Tanyon (5). She works
at OneBeacon Professional
Insurance and was recently
promoted to a claims
examiner. She serves on the
Hartland PTO and has been
secretary for the Town of
Hartland's Zoning Board of
Appeals for seven years.

1996 Cyumon 201

15th Reunion
September 17, 201

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

Anna May Kove Hanrahan

was presented with the 2010
Humanitarian Award from the
Bureau for Exceptional Children
and Adults at Jericho (a ministry
for persons with disabilities) by
the Diocese of Springfield.

1997

Rosemary Robertson retired

from Whiting Forensic Institute at
Connecticut Valley Hospital. She
teaches Nursing Fundamentals

at Capital Community College

and Psychiatric Nursing at Three
Rivers Community College. She
also volunteers with Niantic Rotary
and is on the board of directors for
Sound Community Services.

1998

Denise McKeever Doria was
named CFO of the nonprofit
organization Cure JM (Juvenile
Dermatomyositis) Foundation Inc.
in May 2010. She reports that this
is a passionate interest of hers

CLASSNOTES

as her niece suffers from this
autoimmune disease.

Keri Carroll Hooper is a market
research project manager

for WebMD Professional,
coordinating studies on behalf
of clients who wish to survey
health care professionals. She
has been in this position since
2008 and
finds it very
rewarding.
Antonella
Maccarone
M"11 (left)

is a business
teacher at the
Metropolitan
Learning
Centerin

Bloomfield, Conn. This past
February, she was awarded the
2011 Girls and Women in Sport
Distinguished Alumnae/i Award.
As an undergraduate, Antonella
played basketball, ran cross
country, and served as captain
of both teams. She won the 1998
Student Athletic Award and
returned as head cross country
coach and assistant basketball
coach. Antonella earned her
master's in Counseling in May.

1999

Lori Calavan works as a
physician's assistant in the
surgical intensive care unit at
Saint Francis Hospital and Medical
Center. She previously worked at

CONGRATULATIONS

Births and Adoptions

Jackie Herkimer Fenn '99
and her husband, Michael,
announce the birth of a
daughter, Ayva Grace, on
October 15, 2010. She joins her
four brothers: Anthony, Ethan,
Isaac and Owen.

Idalina Estanislau Cultrera
'03, M'07 and her husband,
Jeffrey, welcomed twin girls on
October 20, 2010. Shown here
are (left to right) Samantha
Rose and Gabriella Marie. Their
grandmother, Aida Estanislau
"1, works at The School for

Young Children and earned a
B.A.in Child Study this past
May.

Fanayea Dejen Crooks '04
and her husband, Jermaine,
announce the birth of their first

P

child — a daughter, Michaela, on
January 19, 2011.

Lori Calavan '99 and husband,
Brandon, welcomed a daughter
Brooke Elizabeth on January 29,
2011,
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Walter Reed Army Medical Center.
She and her husband, Brandon,
welcomed a daughter in January.

2001 @UNION 2011

10th Reunion

September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

Tamara Finnegan Bojarski works
as a social work clinician for
Hockanum Valley Community
Council. She welcomed twins in
2007, Caleb Thomas and Ella
Grace. Her daughter, Shaelyn
Noelle, was born in October, 2009.

Teresa DiNardi and her wife,
Kathy Denisiewicz, own the
Spicy Green Bean Restaurant in
Glastonbury, Conn.

Kathleen Baker Besade works

in finance at Pratt & Whitney in
East Hartford, Conn. She and her
husband, Brian, live in Marlborough
with sons Kaden and Derek.

2002

Erin Wilson has been teaching

in Hartford for six years. She is a
fourth grade teacher at the Annie
Fisher STEM Magnet School. She
was presented with the Teacher of
the Year Award in February 2011.

2003

Linda Mare, curator of education
at the New Britain Museum of
American Art, was recently
recognized by the Connecticut
Art Education Association (CAEA)
at its 2011 state awards event for
significant contributions to art
education.

2004

Michelle O'Connell published
her thesis (from her master'’s
degree in Communications at the
University of Hartford) in Human
Communication.

2006 @umw 2011

5th Reunion

September 17, 2011

Planning and Class Gift
Committees forming now! To
volunteer, contact Stephen
Kumnick, manager of annual
giving & alumnae/i relations, at
860.231.5323 or
skumnick@sjc.edu.

2007

Jacqueline Zimmer welcomed
twin boys in November 2009. She
reports that Saint Joseph College
instilled in her the importance of
giving back to her community.
She has been involved in various
community activities including
the Komen Race for the Cure and
Hikes for Tykes.

2008

Elizabeth Carroll teaches English
in South Korea, which she has
done since her 2008 graduation.

Mary Helen Pombo completed
her master's degree in Gender,
Development, & Globalization at
the London School of Economics.
She also completed a research
internship for the Boston
Consortium on Gender, Security,
and Human Rights. She began
training as a
sexual assault
crisis service
counselor
through the
YWCA. In July,
Pombo went
to Paraguay
to work for a
foundation to
assess its Women and Microcredit
Program.

2009

Jennifer Arab is in the Ph.D.
program at Colorado State
University for Cell and Molecular
Biology. She is doing research in
Ramesh Akkina's lab on Dengue
virus infection and immune
response in a humanized BLT
mouse model.

IN MEMORIAM

RICHARD I11

July 28-August 14, 2011

Performed outdoors at Saint Joseph College
(rain location: The Hoffman Auditorium)

Pre-show reception, 6:30 p.m. - Meet the cast
Festival entertainment at 7:00 p.m.
Performance at 7:30 p.m.

Bring a picnic, lawn chair, blanket and friends

For more information: alumnae@sjc.edu or 860.231.5323
Visit www.capitalclassics.org for a full Festival calendar

The following list includes Saint Joseph College alumnae/i who were remembered at the fall Chapel Bells Mass.

Edwiga Rafalowska Peppler '40
November 9, 2010

Beatrice Cashin Steeves '40,
M'74, P'76
April 1, 2011

Margaret Linehan Colli '42
January 10, 2011

Rita Jackson Hughes '42
February 22, 2011

Mary Finley Kelly '42
January 21, 201

Helen Carroll Pizzo '42, P'78
April 1, 2011

Margaret Brosnan Cook '44
April 24, 201

Doris Goodrich Johnson '44
April 8, 2011

Arline R. Mooney '44,
DAA'81
January 11, 201

Lucille A. Miano '47
April 28, 2011

Pauline Wertsching
Saunders '47
March 22, 201

Ann-Marie Crowley '49
February 1, 2011

Catherine Farrell Drury '50
April 15, 201

Frances Lalas Malin '50
March 20, 2011

Theresa A. Sponzo '51
December 25, 2010

Josephine M. Tusia-Wilber '51
March 11, 2011

Alice Foley Palla '52, M'74
April 14, 2011

Lorraine Gagnon Magid '70
November 16, 2010

Irene Magun Goldberg '84
January 2, 2011

Christine D. Maigret '84
Elizabeth Powell Wheeler '54 November 4, 2010

November 3, 2010 Gloria Carson Brocker '87,
Ann Mahoney O'Neil '55, P'o1

P'78, P'84 January 5, 2011
November 15, 2010 Sayinel Beleale

Barbara McCabe Spehar '56 Vecchiarino '87
November 28, 2010 April 16, 2011

Irene Rydziel Galvin '57, P'82 Tracy E. Robbins '88
April 2, 2011 February 27, 2011

Alice Dwyer Dowie '60 Charlotte McKay Foley '92
February 23, 2011 November 19, 2010

Mary A. Reagan, RSM '61 Dorothy Mitchell
December 28, 2010 Richards '95

Patricia Cutillo Murray '62 el 20, 201
February 6, 2011 Erin E. Loprinze '98

Rose Julie Regan, SND '62 I 219, 200
December 21, 2010 Karen C. Shanahan '01

Brenda O'Leary lves '64 March 15, 2011
March 16, 2011 Reverend John J. Stack, STD

. . H'03
Susan Vickery Davis '65
November 5, 2010 eI 3, 201

1
Joyce Norman Holmes '65, Heather A. MacDonald '05

Mary Ann DelMastro Renehan
'53, P'79
January 14, 201

Rita Goodskey Rideout '54
February 27, 2011

P93 April 13, 2011
April 26, 201
Louis de Montfort Nyangoma, Ii'yiolb ledirn e & receily
, deceased alumna/us, please
OLGS '65 tact Rita B 05
October 2010 COIMIEICT: [RUe] SERElr B,

development associate in

the Office of Institutional
Advancement, at 860.231.5462
or rbayer@sjc.edu.

Irene Bergeron, RSM '66
March 7, 2011

Frank G. Keen Sr. C'66
January 15, 2011
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END NOTE

Act Locally,
Think Globally:

A Convergence of
Mission, Vision & Ministry

By Beth Fischer, RSM, '76,
Marylouise Welch, Ph.D., RN, and
Elizabeth Brown ‘10, RN

“To connect the rich with the poor
The healthy to the sick
The educated and skilled to the uninstructed
The influential to those of no consequence
The powerful to the weak
To do the work of God on earth.”
— Catherine McAuley, RSM

Who would have thought that a simple conversation
between a college president and a pastor would lead to
the creation of The Wellness Center on Church Street
in Hartford? And yet, it did.

The Wellness Center is a partnership between
Saint Joseph College and the Franciscan Center for
Urban Ministry, an outreach ministry of St. Patrick-
St. Anthony Church. It converges the mission,
vision, and ministry of both institutions. That initial
conversation inspired ways to create a viable program
for underserved Hartford residents. The heart of
the collaboration was rooted in both institutions’
Catholic perspectives and commitment to service.

The result was The Wellness Center, which benefits
residents, while enriching the educational experiences
of SJC students and faculty and increases outreach
opportunities for members of the Church.

To students, the Center provides service
opportunities that combine academic preparation
with Mercy values. Students and faculty from Nursing,
Nutrition, Social Work and Counseling provide
health screenings and referrals, health and nutrition
education, counseling, and case management services.

The program is housed in the Franciscan Center,
where it was initially thought that clients would
come for services. Located in the business district
and lacking a residential community, the Center
did not at first draw clients. Realizing that services

e )

Sister Beth Fischer '76 (center) at The Wellness Center with Nursing
students (and sisters) Michelle Merrill 13 (left) and Holly Dzen '13

should be brought to the people, relationships were established with four active
organizations. Now, SJC students and faculty travel to: Mercy Housing & Shelter,
which provides transitional housing and supportive services; Hands on Hartford,
which offers food, fellowship, and support; Malta House of Care Mobile Van, which
gives primary medical care to the uninsured; and Franciscan Center & Sandwich
Ministry, which provides sandwiches and a place of welcome.

Perhaps the most important contribution our students make is their consistent
presence, which developed a trust between the College community and the clients
served. The students embrace the chance to apply their clinical skills, knowledge
of public health, and therapeutic communication to real-life situations. They often
request to return during the semester, as well as volunteer during free time.

When asked how working at the Wellness Center shaped them, two reoccurring
themes emerge: the ability to “say yes” to service, and the willingness to see “the
other.” One student reflected, “Yes, I am here. Yes something can be done. The
experiences at the Wellness Center helped me to say yes.” Another stated, “I never
knew, in a real out-of-the-classroom way, that there was such need for the basics:
food, shelter, and someone who cares.”

In some cases, service at the Wellness Center has changed students’ professional
focus: in one case, from an acute-care nursing career to one in community
health. Many continue their relationship beyond graduation, even involving their
family and friends. In this way, learned service helps develop global citizens, who
recognize that service and the conscious integration of Mercy values are useful
tools in making positive societal change.

These experiences are transformative for students. The Wellness Center began
as a place, but has evolved into a center without walls, a locus of opportunity for the
continuation of the Mercy mission. The partnership between Saint Joseph College
and the Franciscan Center for Urban Ministry has grown through careful planning,
discernment, and experience. It is now strong and vibrant, reaching beyond our
initial hopes and expectations, reminding us of what we know from Ecclesiastes 3:
“To everything there is a season; a time for every purpose under heaven ...”

At press time, Outlook learned that the College was named to the 2011
Presidential Honor Roll for community service — for the third consecutive year!

Members of the SJUC community are invited to submit essays to End Note.
For further information, contact Laura Sheehan at Isheehan®sjc.edu.
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tue CAROL
AUTORINO CENTER

FOR THE ARTS
AND HUMANITIES

PERFORMING ARTS SERIES 2011-2012

www.sjc.edu/arts

Capital Classics
Shakespeare Festival:
Richard Il

Shakespeare under the stars at
SJC — bring picnic, blanket, lawn
chairs (rain location: Hoffman
Auditorium). Complete schedule
at www.capitalclassics.org.

July 28 — August 14

Plastic Musik

Presented by The Carol Autorino
Center and Student Services

Wednesday, August 31

Twist of Lemmon:
A Musical Memoir by
Chris Lemmon

A special Reunion Weekend
event starring Chris Lemmon
in a musical tribute to his
father; the late great actor
Jack Lemmon!

Saturday, September 17

Says You!

Presented by The Carol Autorino
Center and The Noah Webster House
National Public Radio’s popular
vocabulary quiz show returns
to record two live shows for
national broadcast!

Saturday, September 24

Peter Yarrow in Concert American Shakespeare James Sewell Ballet
Center On Tour: A

Last winter's bii
e s e ast winter’s blizzard postponed

the performance by one of
America’s premier ballet
companies, now returning with
its latest repertoire!

The folk singer; social activist
and member of the legendary
trio Petet; Paul, and Mary
offers an evening of song in a
retrospective of his career.

Tuesday, November 1

George Winston,

Saturday, October 1 A Solo Piano Concert

Thursday, December 8
The Grammy winning artist
returns with his seasonal play

list of favorites and new works.

Gospel Festival
of New England

Foreign Language
Film Series

Films and Dates TBA Thursday, December 1 The “joyful noise” of regional

Ciislher — Newailser 2001 Gospel choirs returns for the

(Saturdays) fourth consecutive year!
Friday, January 20

9™ Annual

5X5 Dance Festival

Professional and collegiate
ensembles fill Hoffman
Auditorium with dance
showcases! Special guests:
CORDIS acoustical ensemble.

Friday and Saturday,
October 21 and 22

All performances take place in The Bruyette Athenaeum’s
Hoffman Auditorium.

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

The Frances Driscoll Box Office

Monday-Friday, 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
860.231.5555 ¢ tickets.sjc.edu


http://tickets.sjc.edu
http://www.sjc.edu/arts



