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YearS OF SChOlarShiP GivinG … 
COuntleSS liveS ChanGed

For nearly a quarter of 
a century, Doris and 
Bill Davis quietly and 
consistently funded 
student scholarships at 
Saint Joseph College. 
The May A. Davis 
Scholarship, founded 
in 1986 to support 
gerontology and 
counseling students, 
has given more than 
$250,000 in scholarship 
support. 

Doris, who passed away in October, and Bill 
have exponentially improved services to the 
elder population by developing a community of 

service leaders. Saint Joseph College salutes their 
compassion, foresight and generosity. 

“Since Doris and Bill Davis established the 
scholarship, hundreds of students have benefited 
from their generosity and care. No single event 
has so affected the lives of older persons in 
Connecticut and beyond. Student recipients have 
become leaders in outreach services to the elderly, 
program directors, educators in long-term care, 
family support providers, spiritual counselors, 
geriatric care experts, and more. Literally tens 
of thousands of older adults have benefited. We 
mourn the passing of our friend, Doris, but find 
comfort in the fact that we will always have her in 
our work.” — Mary Alice Wolfe, Ed.D., Professor of 
Gerontology, Director of Gerontology Programs

To learn more about how you can set up a fund, 
please contact Mary Farley Murphy, director of Major Gifts, 

at 860.231.5355 or mfmurphy@sjc.edu.

“The Davis Scholarship 
is a true gift. As an adult 
learner and a working 
mom, this scholarship 
helped me realize my 
ambition to return to 
school and prepare for 
my next career.” 

— Vicki Ochenrider ’11

Doris Davis
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Senator 
Joseph 
Lieberman 
Visits 
Campus

“If ‘eds and meds’ — educational and medical institutions — are the 
key to downtown revival, Hartford just hit the daily double. Saint Joseph 
College has announced that its new graduate School of Pharmacy will be 
located in the Hartford 21 complex in the heart of the city.”  

— Hartford Courant Editorial, December 7, 2009



Dear Readers,

By the time you receive this 
issue of Outlook magazine, 
construction of the new School 
of Pharmacy site in downtown 
Hartford will be underway. I’m 
sure many of you read the front 
page Hartford Courant article 
on December 4 announcing our 
plans to develop the School at 
Hartford 21 on Trumbull Street. 
The Hartford location offers 
several significant benefits to the 

College and community: Pharmacy students will be close to the hospitals where they will 
train; the College will contribute to the revitalization of our capital city; and, in keeping 
with our Mercy mission, we will fill a societal need by proving an influx of pharmacy 
professionals. 

While the School of Pharmacy has received significant media attention, it is not the 
only worthy Saint Joseph College development. Working to fulfill the goals established in 
our Strategic Plan, we created a Retention Task Force, which is examining the College’s 
needs and resources, analyzing best practices, and developing strategies to better serve 
our students. Another committee is working to clarify the elements of the “signature SJC 
experience” in order to build on our strengths, create opportunities to market our success, 
and enhance areas central to our mission.

This issue of Outlook brings you news from all five schools, including faculty 
scholarship, green initiatives, service to community, leadership development and more.  
Other articles focus on alumnae/i like Dr. Marilyn Bacon ’69, a pediatrician who shares her 
views on health care reform, and Máiréad Moriarty ’09, a first-year nurse who continues 
the volunteersim she started as a nursing student. We share our plans for future facility 
growth, and Admissions Counselor Michele Berdan ’09 offers an inside look into the 
admissions process.

The story of Saint Joseph College continues to develop. Even in the midst of an economic 
recession, we are building programs, developing opportunities, preparing students for 
success, and leading our community towards an optimal future. This is a great era in the 
history of the institution. I couldn’t be more proud or grateful to lead this community.

Best regards,
 

Pamela Trotman Reid, Ph.D. 
President
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Outlook is published twice a year for 
alumnae/i, students, and their families. 
Opinions expressed in Outlook are 
those of the individual authors and not 
necessarily those of the College. 

Alumnae/i news, pieces written by alumnae/i 
and alumnae/i photographs are welcome. If 
you want them returned, please mark them 
clearly with a return address. Signed letters to 
the editor will be considered for publication. 

Send correspondence to: Editor, Outlook, 
Saint Joseph College, 1678 Asylum Avenue, 
West Hartford, CT 06117. Alumnae/i News 
should be directed to Alumnae/i Relations 
and Annual Giving at alumnae@sjc.edu. 

Outlook is published by the Office of 
Marketing and Communications: Cynthia 
Mariani, director; Laura M. Sheehan, staff 
writer/editor; Kathryn Gaffney, manager of 
publications and design; Cheryl Rosenfield, 
communications coordinator; Kathie Kentfield, 
Web site coordinator; Connie Seehoffer, 
support specialist; Rachel D'Antonio '11 and 
Siobhan Kelly '10, student aides. The office 
may be reached by phone: 860.231.5334; fax: 
860.231.5882; and e-mail: outlook@sjc.edu.

Saint Joseph College Mission
Saint Joseph College, founded by the 
Sisters of Mercy in the Roman Catholic 
tradition, provides a rigorous liberal 
arts and professional education for 
a diverse student population while 
maintaining a strong commitment to 
developing the potential of women. 

The College is a community which promotes 
the growth of the whole person in a caring 
environment that encourages strong ethical 
values, personal integrity, and a sense of 
responsibility to the needs of society. 

OUTLOOKP r e s i d e n t ’ s  i n s i g h t s  

Senator Joseph Lieberman with 
President Pamela Trotman Reid at the 
College’s solar panels.

S J C :  I n  t h e  w o r l d

SJC: 	
A Model 
for Latino 
Student 
Success
Saint Joseph College was one of 20 colleges and 
universities across the nation to receive a SEMILLAS 
grant from Excelencia in Education, a non-profit 
organization devoted to Latino student success in 
higher education. The $50,000 award supports the 
College’s ¡Adelante! Certificate in Bilingual Career 
Development, a college entry program for bilingual 
Latino health and human services workers.  

The SEMILLAS grants, supported by the Walmart 
Foundation, are part of Excelencia in Education’s 
“Growing What Works” initiative. The program 
accelerates Latino student success by refining and 
replicating model educational programs that are 
proven to advance Latino achievement in two-year 
and four-year colleges. 

Lorrie Gardella, J.D., M.S.W., professor and 
associate dean of graduate and professional studies, 
said, “We are honored to receive a SEMILLAS 
grant and to be named an ‘Excelencia in Education 
Campus!’ Saint Joseph College now has national 
recognition as a community that promotes Latino 
academic success.”  

On October 12, Senator Joseph 
Lieberman visited SJC to speak with 
students and administrators about 
the School of Pharmacy and to tour 
the solar panels on the northern 
edge of campus. Senator Lieberman, 
accompanied by his wife, Hadassah, 
visited with Pharmacy students and 
staff in the President’s office, and 
then toured the panels. Installed last 
May, the panels provide energy to 
The O’Connell Center’s water supply, 
including its indoor swimming pool. 
The Solar Energy Project was funded 
by the U.S. Department of Energy. 

While at the panels, Senator 
Lieberman met with science 
students, Professor of Chemistry 
Peter Markow, Ph.D., and Professor 
Emerita Claire Markham, RSM, '40, 
Ph.D. A forerunner in the field of 
renewable energy, Sister Claire 
served as Undersecretary for Energy 
under Governor Ella Grasso. “It 
remains a priority to make the U.S. 
an international leader in the effort 
to stop global warming,” Senator 
Lieberman said. “Efforts like these 
move us toward becoming energy 
independent and fuel efficient.”  

Guess 
Who ...
is the former 
SJC president 
in the photo 
and win a Saint 
Joseph College 
sweatshirt! 
Send your 
answer to 
outlook@sjc.
edu. A drawing 
of winners will 
be held.

Photo Credit: The Saint Joseph College Archives
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The topic of global health took center stage at SJC when the College partnered 
with the World Affairs Council to present a comprehensive four-part lecture 
series on Global Gender-Based Health Care for Women. Sponsored by Pfizer 
and broadcast from the Crystal Room to World Affairs Councils in Michigan 
and North Carolina, the series featured speakers working on the forefront of 
the global health crisis. Topics of discussion included health diplomacy, gender 
inequality, and model projects. 

In her welcoming remarks, President Pamela Trotman Reid said, “Hosting 
a lecture series on global women’s health fits into the College’s mission and its 
commitment to the Catholic intellectual tradition. We teach our students to ask 
questions, challenge standards, apply values and engage in the world around 
them so they can make informed decisions and help 
formulate answers for society.”

Speakers included Dr. Thomas Novotny of San 
Diego State University; Adrienne Germaine of the 
International Women’s Health Coalition; Dr. Padmini 
Murthy of New York Medical College School of Public 
Health; Dr. Harshad Sanghvi of Technical Leadership; 
and Gannon Gillespie of Tostan.

Drama Group partners with u of h
The College’s drama group, The Queenes Companye, 
collaborated with the University of Hartford’s 
Dramatis Personae this fall to present Machinal 
by Sophia Treadwell (shown above). The play, an 
early 20th century Broadway hit based on a real-life 
murder, was directed by SJC Associate Professor 
of English Mark Zelinsky, Ph.D., and played one 
weekend on each campus. “The project proved the 
power of collaboration,” said Dr. Zelinsky. “By 
joining forces with another drama minor program, 
we were able to enhance resources and create greater 
opportunities for all students involved.”

s J C :  i n  t h e  W o r l d

cOnnecticut pOetS celebrate Wallace StevenS
The poetry of Wallace Stevens was honored on October 22 by Connecticut poets who came to campus to 
celebrate the publication of Visiting Wallace: Poems Inspired by the Life and Work of Wallace Stevens. The 
book, edited by Saint Joseph College Professor of English and American Studies Dennis Barone, Ph.D. 
and James Finnegan, includes 76 poems that reflect on the legacy of the renowned Hartford poet. Readers 
included: Clare Rossini, Doug Anderson, Gray Jacobik, Anita Durkin, Richard Deming, Susan Howe, John 
Hollander, Ravi Shankar, Dick Allen, Christine Palm, Dennis Barone and James Finnegan. 

Adrienne Germaine, president of the International 
Women’s Health Coalition, spoke on “Global Women’s 

Health Care,” sharing her perspective on more than 40 
years of service to the global health community and her 
belief in “every woman’s right to a healthy and just life.”

College 
partners 
for Global 
health

the nursing department’s nightingale 
lecture featured award-winning journalist, 
author and patient advocate suzanne 
gordon in a lecture focused on health care 
reform from the caregiver's perspective.  
gordon is the author of seven books and 
more than 350 professional articles. 
she has written for The new york Times, 
the Los Angeles Times, the Washington 
Post, the Atlantic Monthly and other 
publications. her lecture on november 
23, entitled 
“Chicken soup 
isn’t enough: 
strategies 
to advance 
Professional 
needs and Quality 
Patient Care,” 
was sponsored 
by the nursing 
department and 
international 
honor society of 
nursing, sigma 
theta tau.

gordon’s 
scholarship 
evolved from her 
work as a nurse 
and more than 20 
years observing 
caregivers in 
hospitals and 
health care 
institutions across the nation. Working 
as a patient advocate, she promotes 
strategies to more effectively serve 
patient needs and nursing leadership 
opportunities. Following the lecture, 
gordon signed copies of her latest book 
(co-authored with John Buchanan and 
tanya Bretherton), Safety in numbers: 
nurse-to-Patient ratios and the Future of 
Health Care.

When eunice Kennedy shriver died last august, staff members 
at the gengras Center recalled her 1973 visit to the facility and 
her enduring message of equality for people with developmental 
challenges. mrs. shriver’s activism began in the 1950s at the 
Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation, and resulted in the formation 
of the special olympics. at her visit to the gengras Center in its 
earlier days, mrs. shriver met with students and staff and spoke to 
sJC seniors. 

“it’s inspiring to look back at her leadership and service on 
behalf of the intellectually disabled citizens of her day and to 
see how her vision has changed the world. her legacy is recalled 
whenever an intellectually disabled person is challenged to learn 
skills leading to greater independence and self-advocacy,” said 
laurel Kendzior, speech/language pathologist at the gengras 
Center. “it’s an honor to think she came to the gengras Center to 
share her message and to encourage our growing program. the 
world is a better place because eunice Kennedy shriver chose 
to make it better, and because she 
taught the rest of the world how to 
follow her example."

health 
Care 
reform 
from a 
nursing 
perspective

cO
The poetry of Wallace Stevens was honored on October 22 by Connecticut poets who came to campus to 
celebrate the publication of 
book, edited by Saint Joseph College Professor of English and American Studies Dennis Barone, Ph.D. 
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Graduate Counseling Students and Faculty 

in Action
Taking their place in the counseling community, graduate Counseling 
students joined with professors to present at the Connecticut School 
Counseling Association (CSCA) fall conference. The theme, “Transforming 
School Culture: School Counselors Rising to the Challenge,” engaged more 
than 500 participants. SJC Counseling Professor and Practicum/Internship 
Site Coordinator Marlene Silano, M.D., spoke on “Navigating the Graduate 
and Post Graduate Years,” offering tips on internships and jobs. Joined 
by former CSCA President Sally Swanson and Nancy Aleman from the 
State Department of Education, the trio led a workshop on the effects of 
implementing a comprehensive School Counseling program.  
As SJC Counseling faculty took the lead in facilitating workshops, graduate 
students presented posters on varying topics of interest including anxiety 
and eating disorders, cyberbullying, crisis intervention, relational aggression 
and career exploration for youth. Presenters included Debbie Fiori, Kathleen 
Ford, Jennifer Graby, Leah Cunningham, Julia Napoletano, Dianna Wyllie, 
Judyta Leary, Amy Pimmental, Dawn Parker and Christine Teixeira. Together 
they represented the largest number of student presenters from any graduate 
Counseling program in Connecticut. 

Eunice Kennedy Shriver meets 
with Gengras Center students 

during her 1973 visit.

a LaSTinG LeGaCy
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Fighting 
Brutality in 
Burma
Students in the Religions of the 
East course taught by Reverend 
Joseph Cheah, OSM, Ph.D., hosted 
an awareness and action session 
to combat the political oppression 
in Burma. Working in partnership 
with the U.S. Campaign for Burma, 
they joined students from 50 

colleges across the country (via live feed), 
asking President Barack Obama to call on 
the United Nations to open a Commission 
of Inquiry into crimes against humanity 
committed by the military junta of Burma. 

“The Security Council took similar actions 
for Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur,” explained 
Reverend Cheah. “The situation in Burma 
is equally critical and no action has been 
taken by the UN. This was something the 
students could do to make a difference in the 
lives of millions of Burmese displaced by the 
brutality of the military regime.”

S J C :  I n  t h e  w o r l d

Lead Scientist in 
Smoking Cessation 
Delivers Lewis Lecture

The 35th 
annual Lewis 
Lecture 
featured Dr. 
Jotham W. 

Coe, the 
medicinal 

chemist 
who discovered the 
popular smoking 
cessation drug, Chantix. 
Dr. Coe delivered 
a lecture entitled 
“Nicotine Meets its 
Match? The Science 
Behind Chantrix” in 
the Crystal Room on 
October 27, recounting 
his scientific journey 
in developing the 
drug. A research fellow 
in the neuroscience 
department of Pfizer 
Global Research and 
Development, Dr. Coe’s 
discovery came after 
years of work with 

his research team. He 
discovered the active 
ingredient in Chantix in 
1997 and worked nine 
more years before the 
drug was approved by 
the FDA and launched 
publicly. As the lead 
scientist, Dr. Coe was 
awarded Pfizer's Global 
R & D Achievement 
Award, The Award for 
Scientific Excellence 
in Chemistry and the 
W.E. Upjohn Award 
for Innovation. A 1981 
graduate of Harvard 
College, he holds 
a Ph.D. in Organic 
Chemistry from the 
Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and 
worked for six years in 
the oncology discovery 
area of Pfizer before 
joining the neuroscience 
department.

Trout Brook Clean-up 
Continues
TriBeta is a national Biological 
honors society open to anyone 
interested in the sciences. The Saint 
Joseph College Chapter, Rho Zeta, 
has initiated 35 members since its 
induction in 2007. The goal of TriBeta 
is to bring students to the forefront 
of science, research, leadership, and 
community service. On Saturday, 

October 31, TriBeta members Joanna White ’10 and Kristen Pomeroy ’10 (shown 
left to right) continued their mission of keeping the Earth clean around the Saint 
Joseph College community by clearing trash in and around Trout Brook. TriBeta 
initiated this community service project last fall and will continue it into the 
future. Other TriBeta activities include hosting speakers and the 2009 TriBeta 
District Convention.                                                            — by Danielle Cowee '09

Women’s Studies Department 		
Joins "Love Your Body" Campaign
The Women’s Studies department was ably represented at the Connecticut chapter 
of the National Organization for Women’s 5k run/walk on October 24. The 

seven-person team, consisting of faculty, staff and alumnae/i, 
ran in support of NOW’s “Love Your Body” campaign 
— an initiative designed 
to fight against society’s 
unattainable beauty 

standards. 
“Students in the Women’s 

Studies program study the topic 
of feminine body image in today’s culture, so are 
well aware of the theory,” said Associate Professor 
of English and Director of the Women’s Studies 
Program Catherine Hoyser, Ph.D. “We felt it was 
important to move beyond the classroom and become 
actively involved with the people in the community 
who work so hard to combat these negative images 
and help women achieve their true potential.” 

Two SJC professors ranked as top three runners: 
Dennis Barone, Ph.D., for overall men and Hoyser for 
women in her age group.

F  irst off, I want to thank you all for the 
generosity and kindness you have shown me. 
It is because of you that I found faith, hope, 

and love — principles I choose to live by. 
I grew up in the Foster Care system. I always 

dreamed of becoming someone who was educated 
and skillful, yet I never truly believed I would achieve 
these aspirations. Moving from foster family to foster 
family, I thought I would never amount to anything 
because I would never get the chance to break out of 
the life I was sentenced to live. I was told on countless 
occasions that I would be lucky to graduate high 
school. During my senior year of high school I only 
applied to a few colleges. However, one of my friends 
suggested I apply to Saint Joseph College. She knew 
I wanted to work in health care, and of course, Saint 
Joseph College is the school to go to if you want to 
succeed in that field. So I took my friend’s advice 
and applied. When I received a response saying I was 
accepted, I was ecstatic.

While at Saint Joseph College, I’ve had the 
opportunity to study under brilliant and talented 
professors who have encouraged me to become 
someone great. I also had the opportunity to work 
with some wonderful patients. My first patient was 
a deaf man and I was completely clueless as to how I 
would communicate with him. I saw in his file that 
he read lips and I thought to myself, “Okay, I can do 
this.” However, I entered his room with preconceived 
thoughts that he wouldn’t be able to understand me 
or I wouldn’t be able to help him. I was totally wrong! 
I ended up having a long conversation with him and 
learned a lot about him. My preconceived thoughts 
were erased, just as any preconceived thoughts about 
me were erased. It was the first time I truly believed 
I would be able to do something great in life; that I 
wasn’t destined to live the life of the stereotypical 
foster child. I had broken the chain and moved on.  

Faith, hope, and love: these are the things I live by, 
and this is what I found at Saint Joseph College. It is 
because of the support I get from the College, both 
financial and educational, that I know I can succeed. 
But, it is through your support that I was given the 
faith to believe in myself, the hope that I will succeed 
as a leader, and the love and compassion to become 
a success. One day, when I am accomplished in my 
field, I will bestow the same generosity you have 
shown me upon someone else.  

M e r c y  V a l u e s

Finding Faith, 
Hope and Love
By Courtney Burns ’11

Courtney Burns ’11 is a Psychology major from Hartford. After her 
graduation, she plans to join the U.S. Army and train as a medic. 
Courtney wrote and delivered this speech to donors at the Golden 
Dome and Saint Catherine Society Event last spring.
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School of Education 
School of Health 

and Natural Sciences 
School of 
Humanities

and Social Sciences
School of Pharmacy

School of
Graduate and 
Professional Studies

Schools

By Laura Sheehan

Last spring, Saint Joseph College restructured 
its academic divisions into Schools, a change that 
reflects the academic complexity of the institution. 
“With 25 undergraduate programs, 15 graduate 
programs, and numerous certificates, Saint Joseph 
College is a large, comprehensive institution,” 
said President Pamela Trotman Reid. “The School 
structure reflects the depth of our academic 
offerings. We can no longer lump all our programs 
under one umbrella — we’ve grown too big for that.” 
Outlook magazine offers a glimpse into the five 
Schools — their programs, initiatives and people.

55Touchstones 
of Excellence
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Enrique Sepulveda (read more, at right). Other plans 
include developing community service projects and 
collaborating with other state chapters. 

High Standard of Excellence
When a local school district announces its Teacher 
of the Year, the award-winning teacher is quite often 
a Saint Joseph College alumna. When the state of 
Connecticut announced its 2009-2010 Teacher of 
the Year this fall — Kristi Luetjen M’02 of West 
Hartford’s Whiting Lane Elementary School — 
her credits included an SJC master's degree. The 
kindergarten and special education teacher was cited 
for her ability to integrate special needs students 
“imperceptibly” into her classroom.

Other Teachers of the Year in recent news include:
•	 Maria O'Rourke ’86, 2009-2010 Teacher of the 

Year at Charles Wright Elementary School in 
Wethersfield, Conn.

•	 Ollie-Rubiah Williams M’03, 2008-09 Teacher 
of the Year at the Farmington Valley Diagnostic 
Center (operated by the Capitol Region 
Education Council), in Avon, Conn.

Coming Up: Enrique Sepulveda, 
Ph.D., on the Transnational 
Citizen
Over the past year, Dr. Enrique Sepulveda, assistant 
professor of Education, conducted research at 
two schools in El Salvador to determine how civic 
identities are formed in the context of transnational 
communities. El Salvador, with its high rate of 
migration to the United States, presented the ideal 
situation: “An estimated 500-700 Salvadorans 
leave the country daily, and 30% of the population 
resides outside the country,” Sepulveda said. “The 
social costs of migration, including the separation 
of families and the ‘brain drain,’ pose significant 
challenges for education and development.”

Collaborating with his wife, Dr. Andrea Dyrness 
of Trinity College, the team looked at two different 
schools to analyze how migration affects the 
development of citizenship, collective identity, and 
social responsibility. He will present his findings this 
spring at the School’s inaugural Education lecture in 
a talk entitled, “Schooling the Transnational Citizen.”

Saint Joseph College is in the habit of turning out 
outstanding educators, a fact evidenced by the 
many Teachers of the Year who hold SJC degrees, 
and the high pass rate that Education and Special 
Education students achieve on external licensure 
exams. Last May, the School of Education solidified 
another opportunity for students to achieve success 
when it installed its own chapter of Kappa Delta Pi 
(KDP), the international honor society of educators. 
Created to assist educators in “promoting excellence 
and advancing scholarship, leadership, and service,” 
KDP provides students and professionals with an 
additional platform for professional excellence.

“The School of Education is recognized for its 
scholarly students and forming the KDP chapter 
gives us the opportunity to acknowledge that beyond 
the College community,” said Joan Hofmann, 
Ph.D., associate professor of Special Education and 
KDP counselor. “Membership in the organization 
gives students access to professional resources and 
networking opportunities including news on jobs, 
placements, teaching tips and a professional journal.” 

Members are invited into KDP based on academic 
achievement and involvement in the community. 
At the chapter’s installation, 50 individuals joined, 
including faculty members, junior, senior and 
graduate students. Jackie Peck ’10 was one new 
member and she now serves as the chapter president. 
“Being part of KDP is an honor,” Peck said. “The 
chapter offers great professional opportunities, but 
just as importantly, it unifies the Education program 
at Saint Joseph College, bringing together Education 
and Special Education students, undergraduates 
and graduates. We  plan to open up membership 
to alumnae/i, too. It’s great to have us all together, 
sharing resources and working toward a common 
goal.”

Still in its first year, Alpha Epsilon Iota (as 
the College’s chapter is known) will host the first 
annual Education lecture this spring, featuring Dr. 

Dedicated to the science, artistry, and passion for 
teaching in a complex, global society.

Academic Programs:

• Early Childhood/Special Education

• Education

• Elementary

• Middle/Secondary

• Secondary Education

• Special Education

“Kappa Delta Pi gives 
our students something 
to strive for as they work 
through the Education 
program. It sets a bar of 
excellence and academic 
achievement that is 
acknowledged on campus 
and beyond.” 

— Joan Hofmann, Ph.D., 
associate professor of 
Special Education and 

KDP counselor

Amy Martocci '00, 
M'10 and 
Jackie Peck '10 
light a candle at the 
induction.

KDP officers at the induction ceremony: Jackie Peck ’10, 
president, Amy Martocci ’00, M'10, treasurer, Dr. Joan 
Hofmann, counselor, and Dr. Mary Alice Curran, associate 
counselor.
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Leaders in the Helping Professions

The School of Graduate and Professional Studies 
includes majors on the graduate and undergraduate 
levels, including those in The Weekend Program for Adult 
Learners. 

Academic programs:

•	Accounting: Undergraduate
•	Autism Institute: Graduate
•	Child Study: Undergraduate (Women’s College only)
•	Community Counseling: Graduate
•	Family Studies: Undergraduate (Women’s College 

only)
•	Human Development/Gerontology: Graduate, 

Undergraduate (Women’s College only)
•	Management: Graduate, Undergraduate
•	Marriage and Family Therapy: Graduate
•	School Counseling: Graduate
•	Social Work: Undergraduate

have been wonderful. I especially like the class 
discussions. Because there are parents enrolled 
in the Program, their perspective broadens my 
understanding of their needs and my ability to serve 
them.”

 Stuck credits course work in the ASD program 
with teaching her to more effectively read research in 
order to apply it to her work. She also cites a recent 
assignment where she had to write a personal mission 
statement as being particularly helpful: “Writing the 
mission statement forced me to identify the most 
important elements of my work: disseminating 
information and connecting individuals to resources. 
By focusing on these aspects, I can improve the 
quality of life, not only for the students I work with, 
but for their families. I appreciate the role Saint 
Joseph College has played in my career: The ASD 
Program, together with my teaching experience at 
The Gengras Center, have contributed to my ability to 
better serve.”

Developing Future Leaders 
Across Professions
The theme of leadership is actualized in the 
College’s Leadership Studies minor, which focuses 
on organizational leadership, ethics and social 
justice. The program was developed to offer every 
undergraduate student the opportunity to explore 
their leadership potential through academic and co-
curricular activities. 

Michelle Stronz, Ed.D., assistant professor 
and director of Leadership Studies, described the 
18-credit minor as “a way to make real the College’s 
mission of empowering women.” Interdisciplinary 
in design, the program features three core courses 
(Introduction to Leadership Studies, Leadership and 
Group Dynamics, Advanced Leadership Internship), 
combined with three courses from across the 
College’s curriculum. 

“Our program differs from others in that it 
is based in the actual professional context of the 
students’ major,” said Stronz. “If you are a Nursing 
major focusing on organizational leadership, for 
example, your three courses will come from your 
major field and you will have the opportunity to be 
mentored by a leader in a health care setting.”

Stronz recruited a group of 25 women leaders 
from industry, government and education to 
serve on the Leadership Circle, an advisory and 
mentoring group for the department. “These 
extraordinary women advise the program, enhance 
our understanding of leadership issues, and provide 
mentorship experiences for our students,” she said. 
“Members include senior executives from Midstate 
Medical Center, Travelers, the United Way, the 
regional U.S. Department of Commerce, the Phoenix, 

the Connecticut Women’s Education and Legal Fund, 
and the World Affairs Council — it’s an outstanding 
group who will offer outstanding opportunities.”

Leader in the Making
In her first year at SJC, Isabelle Delgado ’11 saw 
a brochure on the Leadership Studies minor and 

decided to investigate. 
“I went to Dr. Nancy 
Billias and she talked 
to me about how 
Leadership Studies 
would help me fulfill 
my goals,” Delgado 
said.

 A third-year Social 
Work major with 
minors in Leadership 
Studies and Spanish, 
Delgado ultimately 
wants to become a 
counselor/therapist.

“In my first Leadership course, I did a project 
that included a makeshift 
counseling session,” 
she recalled. “That 
experience confirmed 
my career goals. What 
I appreciate most about 
Leadership Studies is that 
it teaches me new skills 
while strengthening 
existing ones; it helps me 
identify my goals while 
giving me the means to 
pursue them.” 

Composed of a diverse group of academic programs 
on the graduate and undergraduate levels, the School 
of Graduate and Professional Studies represents 
an array of disciplines, all united in their intent to 
develop leaders in the helping professions. “Our 
programs share a mission where they not only 
prepare adult learners to excel professionally, but they 
challenge them toward innovative leadership in their 
given fields,” said Dan Nussbaum, Ph.D., dean of the 
School.

Alumnae/i Leaders Living the 
Mission
Individuals like Claire Cote ’07 (Social Work) and 
Janet Stuck M’95 (Autism Spectrum Disorders) 
bring their Saint Joseph College experience to the 
workplace, effecting positive change to programs and 
policies that serve a broad segment of society. Cote 
is the senior services coordinator for the Town of 
Canton, a job she secured after earning her bachelor’s 
degree in Social Work from SJC and her master’s in 
Policy Practice Social Work from UConn. 

“Saint Joseph College prepared me for leadership 
more than I could have imagined at the time,” she 
said. “This was apparent when I started grad school 
— the knowledge and practical experience from 
my undergraduate experience served me well.” In 
particular, Cote cites her two SJC internships as 
being crucial to her development: “The internships 
gave me the practical experience to go along with the 
theoretical, especially building my abilities in one-
on-one counseling and case management.”

As the manager of a department, Cote relies on 
her leadership skills to encourage colleagues, enhance 
programming, and make effective policy decisions. 
“One of the tools I use the most is something I 
learned at SJC and that is to think of every day as a 
learning experience, to be willing to ask questions 
and seek information,” she said. “Something I heard 
over and over at the College is ‘we are all students of 
life.’ It’s a concept I hope never to lose.”

Janet Stuck M’95 works as an education 
consultant for the State Department of Education in 
the Bureau of Student Assessment (she previously 
worked as a teacher at The Gengras Center). Looking 
to enhance her service to students with special 
needs, she enrolled in the College’s Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) Certificate Program and recently 
completed her third (of five) courses.  

In her day-to-day work, Stuck advocates for 
students, counsels teachers and districts, and 
connects families to resources related to assessment. 
“I enrolled in the ASD program to keep my 
skills current and to stay up-to-date on available 
resources,” Stuck said. So far, the program has 
exceeded her expectations: “The skills I’ve learned 

“Our programs share 
a mission where they 
not only prepare adult 
learners to excel 
professionally, but they 
challenge them toward 
innovative leadership in 
their given fields.”

— Dan Nussbaum, Ph.D., 
dean of the School 

of Graduate and 
Professional Studies
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Academic Programs:

• Biology

• Biochemistry

• Chemistry

• Dietetics and Nutrition

• Mathematical Sciences

• Nursing

to heat the swimming pool and showers, while the 
smaller tracking and stationary panels convert 
sunlight directly into electricity. “The project was 

created primarily for research and education which is 
why Senators Dodd and Lieberman saw fit to finance 
it,” said Professor of Chemistry Peter Markow, Ph.D. 
“It will give us hard numbers on how much clean, 
renewable energy is produced, how much money is 
saved, and how much less carbon dioxide and other 
pollutants are emitted into the environment.” After 
collecting a year’s worth of data, the College plans to 
host workshops for students, teachers and the general 
public. 

Nursing: “Due to the nature of nursing, our 
program focuses on individual health and acute 
care,” said Joyce Fontana '81, Ph.D., chair of the 
Nursing department, “but beyond that, we integrate 
community health awareness and practice into the 
curriculum and as volunteer opportunities.” As part 
of their community nursing courses, students work 
as visiting nurses and in public schools. Through 
an established collaboration with the Office of 
Community Outreach and Partnerships (led by Beth 
Fischer, RSM, ’76) and Clinical Coordinator Mimi 
Snyder, M.S.N., students volunteer at organizations 
throughout Hartford including: The Wellness 
Center, MALTA Van, Mercy Housing and Shelter, 
Catherine’s Place, House of Bread, and others. 
“They do health screenings and assessments, triage 
patients, make referrals, and help patients find 
low cost and no cost care,” Fontana said. Other 
community care opportunities include the Student 
Nurses Association, which is working with Public 
Safety Director Steve Caron to develop a disaster 
preparedness plan for the College, and the Guyana 
Immersion Program.

Mathematics: This fall, the Mathematics 
department launched a new online Elementary 
Statistics course, designed to serve the needs of 
nurses at Middlesex Hospital studying for their 
bachelor’s degrees. “Most of these students haven’t 
taken a Math class in years and were intimidated 
about having to complete statistics,” said Dr. Joseph 
Manthey, associate professor of Mathematics, who 
is teaching the course. “Being able to complete the 
course online eliminates their scheduling concerns 
because they can work on the course as their schedule 
allows.” 

Most importantly, Dr. Manthey works to make 
the course relevant to the students’ work in health 
care. “In addition to presenting the core concept of 
statistics, I try to provide opportunities for students 
to see how statistics can be useful in the health care 
field,” he said. “One example is the case of a woman 
who has a positive mammogram and is sent for 
further tests. A recent study showed that the majority 
of the health care providers cited a much higher 
probability of the outcome being cancerous than it 
actually is. This is an example of how knowledge of 
probability and statistics could be used to the benefit 
of a very vulnerable patient.”

Nutrition: The 
Nutrition and 
Dietetics department 
is collaborating with 
the State Department 
of Public Health (DPH) 
to establish a new 
Nutrition Education 
Intern Core. Nutrition 
students will participate 
in service learning 
at the Department of 
Social Services and the 
Women, Infants and 
Children program. As 
such, they will study 
and apply the state’s 
core health messages, 
providing clients with 
nutrition information 
and education. Dr. Meg 
Gaughan, associate 
professor of Nutrition 
and director of the Intern 
Core, said, “The benefits 
of this program are 
two-fold. It will extend 
the state’s ability to reach 
and serve clients and it 
will give our students 
hands-on training.”

The individual departments in the School of Health 
and Natural Sciences are most obviously connected 
by their shared foundation in the sciences and the 
inherent correlation between the disciplines. On a 
deeper level, though, the departments of Biology, 
Chemistry, Math, Nutrition and Nursing share 
a commitment to improving the health and well 
being of the community at large — a practice that is 
manifested through multiple means.

Biology: Students in the Biology department often 
connect their love of science to community service 
through the formation of campus organizations. 
Recent examples include The Green Team, an 
environmental student group, and TriBeta, the honor 
society for the biological sciences. Students from 
these groups have implemented projects like the 
annual clean up of the Trout Brook River (see page 
6) and the establishment of a campus community 
garden. The garden, which was planted last spring, 
yielded vegetables and herbs that were used in the 
dining hall. Student leaders are now collaborating 
with Bon Appetit (the campus food vendor) to pilot 
a compost system that will make use of dining hall 
scraps and nourish the garden.

Professor of Biology and Chair Mark Johnson, 
Ph.D., also cites the graduate certificate program on 
Emerging Diseases as an example of the department’s 
broader impact. “This program is relevant to a variety 
of students interested in pandemics and their effect 
on society,” Johnson said. “The program is online 
and draws people from a variety of fields, including 
high school teachers, faculty at other colleges, lab 
scientists and researchers, and people just interested 
in the topic.” The four-course certificate can be 
applied towards a master’s degree in Biology or used 
to develop knowledge in the field. “The focus of the 
program is to make people aware of public health 
issues and to teach them how diseases emerge,” 
Johnson said. Clearly, it is a topic that resonates with 
the public's current concern over the H1N1 virus. 

Chemistry: All Chemistry students are schooled 
in the principles of Green Chemistry, a practice 
that employs recycling and reduces energy use and 
waste in the lab. “Green Chemistry is factored into 
everything the students do in the lab,” said Lee 
Jones, Ph.D., chair of the Chemistry department. “In 
the long run, we are scaling down all instructional 
experiments, which greatly reduces the amount of 
materials students use and the waste they create.”

On another front, the Renewable Energy 
Demonstration Project is a federally funded research 
project that will demonstrate solar technologies for 
other institutions, businesses and homeowners to 
model. The large solar thermal panels behind The 
O’Connell Athletic Center harness the sun’s energy 

Dr. Peter Markow, above right with Senator Joseph 
Lieberman: “The broader idea is that clean, renewable 
energy is for everyone, right here in Connecticut, right 
now. "

“The mission of the 
School of Health and 
Natural Sciences fits 
with the mission of Saint 
Joseph College: we focus 
on improving life for our 
community through the 
full range of science and 
health care.” 

— Joyce Fontana ’81, Ph.D., 
acting dean and chair of the 

Nursing department
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Academic Programs:

• American Studies

• Art History

• English

• History

• Interdisciplinary Studies

• International Studies

• Liberal Studies

• Philosophy

• Psychology

• Religious Studies

(in collaboration with Drs. Rebecca Glover and 
Lance Garmon) by Stephanie Meyer. Vozzola is also 
working on a book entitled Moral Development for 
the Helping Professions.

book wins National Recognition
Dr. Diana Valencia, associate professor of Spanish, 
garnered international attention when her book 
Octavio Paz, A Glance at the New Millenium: Essays 
Surrounding Modernity received honorable mention 
at the prestigious Fine Arts Literature Awards of 
Mexico. Presented by the Mexican government’s 
National Institute of Fine Arts, the competition 
called for unpublished manuscripts. Only two writers 

were selected per 
category, the winner 
and an honorable 
mention. 

Dr. Valencia’s book 
provides a unique 
analysis of the Nobel 
Laureate author’s 
work. “Paz is known 
as a poet, but he was a 
powerful essayist, too,” 
she said. “By looking 
at his essays, my book 
shows how Paz invites 
our contemporary 
culture to return to 
the humanities and to 
poetry. Our challenge 
in the 21st century 
is in how we can live 
in community with 

each other. Octavio Paz teaches us that.” Valencia 
is currently in negotiations with two publishing 
companies and expects to publish the book in 
Spanish, English and French.

The International Experience
Each academic year, SJC sends students to study 
abroad in countries throughout the world (this fall, 
students are in Japan, Australia, and Spain). By all 
accounts, these are life-changing experiences that 
broaden students’ perspectives and inspire a life of 
global participation. Some, like Mary Helen Pombo 
’08 continue their graduate education abroad. 

As an SJC undergraduate, Mary Helen studied 
a year in France and a summer in Spain. Today, 
she is a graduate student at the Gender Institute 
of the London School of Economics and Political 
Science working on a master’s degree in Gender, 
Globalization and Development. “I realize how 
important it is for women of the 21st century to 

go beyond literacy in economics,” she wrote in an 
e-mail. “After my degree is completed, perhaps I’ll 
work in a developmental organization that empowers 
women.” Regardless of what she ultimately chooses, 
Pombo is on the road to becoming an agent for global 
change. 

Other faculty highlights:
•	 Dennis Barone, Ph.D., professor of English 

and American Studies, is a prolific author. This 
year he was also named Poet Laureate of West 
Hartford, Conn.

•	 Professor of Fine Arts Dorothy Keller, M.Ed., 
travelled to Libya, Algeria and Egypt this 
summer, where she toured ruins and conducted 
research.

•	 Kevin J. Callahan, Ph.D., associate professor 
of History, is at work on a manuscript entitled, 
Demonstration Culture: European Socialism and 
the Second International, 1889-1914.

•	 Shyamala Raman, Ph.D., professor of Economics 
and International Studies, was invited to speak 
in Rwanda at the UNESCO Chair’s Global 
International Leadership Training Program’s 
Regional Forum on the topic of the Millennium 
Development Goals.

•	 Julius Rubin, Ph.D., professor of Sociology, 
wrote two books published by Oxford Press: 
Religious Melancholy and Protestant Experience 
in America and The Other Side of Joy: Religious 
Melancholy among the Bruderhof. His third, 
Tears of Repentance, has been submitted for 
publication to the University of Nebraska Press.

•	 Nancy Mardas, Ph.D., assistant professor of 
Philosophy, and Agnes Curry, Ph.D., associate 
professor of Philosophy, published The 
Philosophical Legacy of Karol Wojtyla (Catholic 
University Press) based on a symposium they 
developed and hosted of the same name. 

“One of the most compelling aspects of the School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences is the ongoing 
scholarship of its faculty,” said Dr. Wayne Steely, 
acting dean and professor of Spanish. “At any given 
time, we have numerous professors engaged in 
research, writing books, and making presentations 
at national conferences. They are leaders in their 
respective fields and our students’ experience is 
enriched as a result.” Indeed, a quick e-mail inquiry 
of “What are you working on now?” gathered the 
following results:

Mark Twain and Issues of Race
In addition to working on her own book, Mark 
Twain Among the Indians, Professor of English Kerry 
Driscoll, Ph.D., often collaborates with the Mark 
Twain House and Museum, offering educational 
programs for teachers on making Twain relevant to 
the 21st century classroom. In the fall of 2008, she led 
a series of workshops for English and Social Studies 
teachers at Manchester High School in response 
to a proposed banning of Twain’s Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn. Currently, Dr. Driscoll and 
Twain House Education Director Craig Hotchkiss 
are collaborating with UConn Professor Jason 
Courtmanche to develop a summer workshop for 
English teachers in Hartford and other urban school 
districts throughout the state focusing on the use of 
Twain’s writing to promote literacy and reduce racial 
isolation.

2010 marks the 100th anniversary of Mark Twain’s 
death and has been dubbed “The Year of Twain.” Dr. 
Driscoll will teach her Twain seminar in the spring 
and is bringing in a one-man play, Mark Twain: 
Unlearning Racism to campus on February 2, 2010 at 
The Hoffman Auditorium. Call 860.231.5555 or visit 
www.sjc.edu/arts for free tickets.

Understanding our Moral 
Development
Dr. Elizabeth Vozzola’s research on the Harry 
Potter series — based on young readers’ moral 
understanding of the books— drew national 
attention. Working with lead investigator Dr. 
Mary Whitney and colleague Dr. Joan Hofmann, 
she conducted a multi-year study published in 
the Journal of Research in Character Education. 
“Children’s Moral Reading of Harry Potter” stated 
that readers experienced positive moral messages 
from the books, a conclusion that countered public 
attempts to ban the works. Vozzola followed up with 
a subsequent project (working with Amie Sendland 
’07) analyzing readers from Bible-believing families. 
Her current scholarship includes a similar study on 
young readers’ moral reading of the Twilight series 

Dr. Diana Valencia with her 
award-winning manuscript, 
Octavio Paz, A Glance at 
the New Millenium: Essays 
Surrounding Modernity.

Each spring, the College hosts Symposium Day where 
students present their current research as oral 
presentations and posters.
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Academic Program:

• Pharmacy, doctoral degree program

Leadership Team:

• Joseph R. Ofosu, Pharm.D., 
	 Dean, School of Pharmacy 

• James G. Henkel, Ph.D., 
	 Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

• Blaine Templar Smith, R.Ph., Ph.D., 
	 Chair, Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences

• Bruce Edgren, Pharm.D., R.Ph., 
	 Chair, Department of Pharmacy Practice & 
	 Administration

• Kenneth Blustajn, M.Ed., 
	 Assistant Dean for Admissions and Student Affairs 

• Bertram A. Nicholas Jr., R.Ph., Ed.D., 
	 Assistant Dean for Experiential Education

will continue to prepare our workforce of the future 
to confront the nation and the state’s growing health 
care needs.” 

Accreditation News
In November, the College received affirming news on 
the School of Pharmacy accreditation process: The 
State Department of Higher Education’s Advisory 
Committee on Accreditation recommended to the 
DHE’s Board of Governors to approve the College’s 
application for licensure of the Pharm.D. program. 
The Board of Governors gave their final approval in 
December. 

This marks the first of a number of approval 
steps for the School of Pharmacy: the Accreditation 
Council for Pharmacy Education evaluation is 
scheduled for the spring; the College will also go 
before the New England Association for Schools & 
Colleges (NEASC) for institutional approval to offer 
doctoral degrees.

Completing the Leadership Team
Bruce Edgren, Pharm.D., R.Ph., joined the College’s 
School of Pharmacy as chair of the department of 
Pharmacy Practice and Administration. In this 
role, he is responsible for providing the practice–
based educational component of the Pharm.D. 
curriculum. Dr. Edgren earned his bachelor’s and 
doctorate from the University of Minnesota. He 
served as assistant professor of Clinical Practice 
at: Ferris State University, the Michigan State 
University School of Medicine, and the University 
of Minnesota (at both St. Paul Children’s Hospital 

and the Minneapolis 
Children’s Medical 
Center). At the latter, 
he also initiated 
residency and research 
fellowship positions 
and more than 100 
Pharm.D. residents 
and fellows received 
their clinical training 
under his direction.

Other career 
highlights include 
work as a pharmacy 
benefit manager; vice 

president of business development; senior director 
of clinical product development; vice president 
of pharmaceutical industry contracting; and a 
consultant to the pharmaceutical industry and 
pharmacy benefit companies. Over the course of 
his career, Dr. Edgren has served as a speaker at 
national Medicaid meetings and provided expert 

testimony for state governments. He is the recipient 
of the Hallie Bruce Lecture Award in recognition of 
outstanding clinical practice and author of a chapter 
on “Drug Utilization Review/Drug Use Evaluation in 
Managed Competition” in Managed Care Pharmacy, 
Principles and Practice. Dr. Edgren maintains active 
memberships in ASHP, AMCP, ACCP, APhA and 
CPA and is a certified disaster responder for the 
Connecticut Red Cross and a board member of the 
Farmington Field Club.

School of Pharmacy Site in 
Downtown Hartford
For the first time in its 77-year history, Saint Joseph 
College is developing space beyond its West Hartford 
campus. The new School of Pharmacy, which expects 
to enroll its first class of doctoral students next fall, 
will be located in downtown Hartford at Hartford 21 
on Trumbull Street (adjacent to the XL Center). It is a 
move that reflects the College’s ongoing commitment 
to the Greater Hartford community, while upholding 
the mission and values established by the College’s 
founders.

“The School of Pharmacy is the perfect 
complement to the College’s tradition: the program 
will provide students with a direct path to pharmacy 
careers while the community will benefit from 
having an influx of much-needed professionals,” said 
President Pamela Trotman Reid, Ph.D. 

The School will occupy more than 35,000 square 
feet on the third floor of 229 Trumbull Street and will 
be converted into state-of-the-art classrooms, labs 
and academic offices. The space is being developed in 
partnership with Northland Investment Corporation 
and construction is scheduled for completion this 
summer. 

 “The School of Pharmacy will offer a premiere 
Pharmacy program, one that students are proud 
to attend and from which they will be proud to 
graduate, and one where they are imbued with 
a sense of integrity and service,” said Dr. Joseph 
R. Ofosu, Dean of Pharmacy. “The program 
integrates classroom knowledge and professional 
performance to ensure competency in patient 
care. This is a program that focuses on practice 
professionals, the people who will go on to serve 
their communities in health centers, hospitals, 
nursing homes, neighborhood drug stores, and 
other endeavors.”

The School of Pharmacy will offer a unique 
three-calendar year, co-educational doctoral degree 
program in Pharmacy (Pharm.D.). Like other 
professional degree programs (e.g. law or medicine), 
students can enroll upon completion of a bachelor’s 
degree, subject to required courses. The College’s 
full-time undergraduate program now offers a 
Pre-Pharmacy option, where all the prerequisite 
courses can be completed. In addition, the School 
will collaborate with pharmaceutical companies and 
government organizations in activities to serve the 
area’s health needs.

U.S. Congressman John Larson issued a statement 
regarding the College’s plans: “Connecticut and the 
City of Hartford are home to leading companies and 
institutions in the health care industry.  Saint Joseph 
College, with its programs in health professions, 
nursing, and now with their School of Pharmacy, 

Laboratorium

Street View 

Renderings by JCJ Architecture
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Working “behind the scenes,” I read applications, 
recruit students, help families through financial aid 
confusion, and more. This fall, I traveled four states 
and met hundreds of students interested in Saint 
Joseph College. In doing so, I came to see the College 
and its admissions process in a new light.

Working as part of the admissions team to 
recruit and enroll the College’s newest first-year, 
transfer, and adult students, I see clearly now what 
distinguishes us from other institutions. It is the way 
in which we personalize the admissions process. The 
research that went into the creation of the College’s 
new brand identified “personal attention” as a trait 
valued by current and prospective students. I see 
first-hand what this means to students — even before 
they are accepted to Saint Joseph College.

The daily work of the admissions team reflects 
the importance placed on individualization. Sarah 
McInnis ’09, a first-year counselor, said, “We work 

hard as a team and still have opportunities to be 
creative on our own. We come up with our own ideas 
for e-mails, flyers, and other mailings; everything we 
send speaks specifically to the prospective student.” 
This approach includes e-mails from admissions 
counselors, one-on-one interviews, congratulatory 
acceptance phone calls, personalized thank-
you notes, birthday and holiday greeting cards, 
customized event itineraries, and personal notes 
from the director of admissions on acceptance letters. 
These efforts show prospective students the value the 
College places on personal attention — even before 
they apply or in some cases, step foot on campus.   

As a student who loved SJC from the get-go, I 
assumed these personal touches were standard at 
many schools, but I recently learned otherwise. 
In October, I spent a week visiting prospective 
students in Pennsylvania and met an admissions 
counselor from a large university in Massachusetts. 

Admission to SJC: 
A Personalized Process

By Michele Berdan ’09, Admissions Counselor

This is the first in a series of Outlook articles on the art and science of enrollment 
management at Saint Joseph College.

In conversation, I told the counselor I planned to 
call several of my accepted students later that night 
to congratulate them. He seemed amazed and told 
me his university did not do that. I asked if they 
sent personalized e-mails or post cards at any point 
during the process and he answered “no.” At first, 
I was shocked. Sure, his university is thousands of 
students larger than SJC, but I was surprised by the 
decrease in personal attention. He said that most 
schools are not so personalized.

Transfer Admissions Counselor Saren Cassotto, 
who has been a member of the admissions team 
for three years, said,  “Our level of student- and 
family-focused customer service exceeds prospective 
families’ expectations and is something we can be 
proud of. Admissions’ dedication to carrying out 
the College’s core value of ‘hospitality’ is evident 
in all we do.” Additionally, Associate Director 
Barbara Maddaloni M’05 appreciates her transfer 
team’s approach of “working closely with academic 
advisement, financial aid, and faculty to ensure a 
smooth transition for students.” 

Thinking about my work so far, I recall a 
congratulatory phone call of acceptance I made to 
a student. She was thrilled and told me that Saint 
Joseph College was her first choice. As an alumna, 
I could think of a million reasons why it would 
be, but I asked her because I knew she only visited 
campus once. Without hesitation, she said she loved 
SJC because of how everyone at the College already 
seemed to know her. She spoke of the one tour she 
took and how her tour guide’s smile was friendly and 
her advice sincere. She felt we got to know her in ways 
no other college did. In short, she valued the personal 
attention.

“Our office operates in a way that allows us to 
discover the value and potential of each incoming 
first-year student,” said Senior Counselor Caitlin 
Williams. “The attention students receive in the 
admissions process is a sampling of the way they will 
be treated here as students.”  Caitlin’s statement helps 
me see that as we learn more about each student, they 
also learn about us and our main priority — their 
success!  

As I continue in my first year on the job, I think 
of the thrilled students I will call to congratulate, the 
e-mails I will draft, the postcards I will send, and 
about how unique we are in our admissions process. 
Every time we reach out to a student it matters. We 
will continue to make the most of every opportunity 
to reach and serve prospective students. In our work, 
we show them what Saint Joseph College is about: 
empowering women, challenging academics, career 
success, and perhaps most powerfully — personal 
attention. 

As a recent Saint Joseph College graduate with an English degree and teacher 
certification, I fully expected to teach. In the months following my graduation, though, 
I found myself on a different path — one that brought me back to my alma mater as an 
admissions counselor. Coming into this position, I wasn’t sure what to expect. I knew I 
would work with high school students, as well as stay in a place I grew to love over the 
course of my student years. What I did not foresee was how much I would learn about 
SJC, especially what sets it apart from other colleges and universities.
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Walaa Mahgoub ’12: 

Expanding her 
Possibilities
By Laura Sheehan

Halfway through her Saint Joseph College education, Walaa Mahgoub ’12 decided 
to change majors. While this is a fairly common occurrence in higher education, 
to someone like Mahgoub — whose family emigrated from Sudan to the Middle 
East to the United States — the concept of change takes on greater resonance. “I 
believe that change can bring you to something great as long as you are acting 
honestly,” she said.

Mahgoub was born in the United Arab Emirates (U.A.E.), the second of five 
children, and she lived in a busy household with extended family members. Her 
father, a physician, ran a government health clinic and her mother worked as a 
nurse. Looking for a better life, Mahgoub's parents decided that the mother and 
children would resettle in America, so at the age of 14, Mahgoub moved to West 
Hartford. “I was very excited about coming to live in America,” she recalled. “We 
visited a lot as I was growing up and I knew it would be a good thing.”  

Life as an American teenager presented its own rewards and challenges. Fairly 
comfortable speaking English, Mahgoub embraced her English as a Second 
Language class and worked to be fluent. “I’m a pretty talkative person and that 
helped me with the language,” she said. Today, Mahgoub speaks with only a faint 
trace of an Arabic accent. 

Culturally, she confronted some personal challenges:  “My mother and older 
brother thought it would be best if I wore a hijab (headscarf) when we came to 
America. I went along with it, but started to notice that when you wear a scarf, 
people treat you differently, especially people in the same culture. They assume you 
are a certain type of person.” As she developed a stronger sense of self, Mahgoub 
felt the hijab did not represent who she truly was. She decided not to wear it, a 
decision that met resistance at home. Looking back, Mahgoub said, “That was one 
of the biggest choices I ever made. It gave me the freedom to be who I really am, not 
someone defined by others’ preconceived ideas.” 

Near the end of high school, Mahgoub started looking at colleges. “I really 
liked Saint Joseph College. As soon as I stepped on campus it felt comfortable 
and familiar,” she said. Mahgoub enrolled as a Biology major and threw herself 
into her studies and campus life. She is a member of the Biological Honor Society 
(TriBeta) and works at The Carol Autorino Center and in the Office of Institutional 
Advancement. From the outside things appeared to be going well. “The only 
problem was the fact that Biology wasn’t the right choice for me,” Mahgoub said. 
“It was something I didn’t even want to admit to myself.” Mahgoub now knows she 
did not choose her major for the right reason: “Basically, I did it because I thought it 
would make my parents happy and proud.”

With all she learned about herself, Mahgoub decided to confront the truth. 
“It was hard to come to terms with, but I knew I had to look at this honestly,” she 
said. She is now looking at other options — Psychology, Nutrition, and perhaps, 
International Studies — and expects to select a major that matches her interests. 

Regardless of what she ultimately chooses, Mahgoub is clear about what she will 
take away from her Saint Joseph College experience: “I want to be a strong woman, 
one who stands by her beliefs and follows through on things. My education here is 
teaching me how.”

S T u d e n T  P r o f i l e

Opening to 
Opportunity: 

The Future of 
Our Campus

By Laura Sheehan

 “I want to be a 

strong woman, one 

who stands by her 

beliefs and follows 

through on things. 

My education here is 

teaching me how.”

- Walaa Mahgoub ’12
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“The Master Plan draws upon Saint Joseph College’s well established sense of place … Plan 

proposals seek to draw upon the pleasant character of the inner campus and extend it 

outward to make edges and approaches as visibly appealing as the core itself.” 
— Campus Master Plan 2009

“The Plan’s proposals have been 
developed cognizant of landscape 
heritage — to extend, enhance, and 
preserve the living environment 
envisioned by early planners.” 

— Campus Master Plan 2009

In 1935, the 
College hired the 

Olmsted Brothers, 
a renowned 

landscape 
architectural 

firm, to develop 
a blueprint 
for facility 

construction. 
The Olmsted 

Brothers' plan is 
one the College has 

adhered to over 
the years as the 

campus evolved to 
its present state.

 Aerial view of 
two construction 

sites: The 
Gengras 

Center (behind 
McDonough 

tower) and 
Madonna Hall 
(foreground), 

1965

McAuley and 
Rosary Halls, 

1955

The Carol 
Autorino Center, 
2000

The Chapel 
rises, 1965

The 
O’Connell 

Athletic 
Center, 

1993

 North 
and South 
Residence 

Halls, 
2008

The picturesque beauty of campus has long 
been a defining Saint Joseph College trait — 
evident since the first wave of construction 
in 1936. Under the guidance of Sister Mary 
Rosa McDonough and the Sisters of Mercy, 
the original buildings and landscape were 
carefully and artfully constructed. Now, 
73 years later, they stand as a beacon for 
further growth, the standard by which all 
subsequent projects are rated. 

With one eye to the past and one to the 
future, the facility master plan committee 
(composed of faculty, students, trustees, 
administrators, and alumnae/i) worked with 
Einhorn Yaffee Prescott, Architecture & 
Engineering to develop a Campus Master 
Plan, which was approved by the Board of 
Trustees in October. Appropriately titled 
“Opening to Opportunity,” it evaluates the 
campus’s existing condition and proposes 
a plan to advance the College’s strategic 
vision and commitment to sustainability. 
Comprehensive in scope, the Plan will guide 
capital development for the next 10-15 years,  
serving as a map of future facilities and 
grounds projects. Its overall design intends 
to turn the campus outward, connecting it to 
the external community.  

The Master Plan features several 
phase-one components, including: new 
construction; the updating of historic 
buildings; and a redesign of the eastern 
entrance. The Plan does not identify 
financing; rather, the Board’s approval of 

the plan led to the formation of a facilities 
subcommittee, which will establish priorities 
and develop a funding plan. 

proposed construction 
•	 A new Gengras Center, located north 

of the existing facility
•	 An Allied Sciences building, south of 

The Pope Pius XII Library, to house the 
departments of Nursing and Nutrition

•	 A new residence hall, west of the new 
North and South Residence Halls; will 
raise residential student capacity from 
405 to 550/600 

•	 An addition to McGovern Student 
Center, expanding eastward and 
featuring a through-access connecting 
to The O’Connell Athletic Center

•	 Longer term construction plans 
includes a black box theater in 
The Carol Autorino Center and an 
expansion to The O’Connell Athletic 
Center

Updates to Historic 
Buildings 
•	 Mercy Hall renovation includes a 

lobby addition, which will provide a 
new entryway; a back garden; updated 
accessibility; and renovation of the 
third floor for academic use

•	 The Pope Pius XII Library will undergo 
interior renovations to create better 
study and work spaces 

Landscape and Grounds
•	 The east gateway design of Service 

Road will clarify traffic flow and 
enhance aesthetics

•	 Strengthen cross-campus connections 
by extending walkways through both 
quads and creating a pathway between 
McDonough Hall and The Connor 
Chapel of Our Lady

•	 New signage on Asylum and Albany 
Avenues

McDonough Hall, 
known as the 
“Administration 
Building,” 1936

SJC Construction 1935 - Present

Photos: The Saint Joseph College Archives

Maps: EYP/ Einhorn Yaffee Prescott, Architecture & Engineering P.C.
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Back to 
Nature 
with 
Professor 
Carol 
Millard 
’91

By 
Cheryl Rosenfield

There are those who sprint 
into higher education and 
those who approach it along 
a more circuitous route. 

Carol Millard ’91, assistant professor of 
Biology, traversed a variety of professional 
roads that led her to Saint Joseph College 
as an undergraduate student, an adjunct 
professor and to her current position as 
a full-time faculty member. “I wasn't a 
great student in high school,” Millard 
said. “Upon graduation, I went to work in 
various service-related jobs. Towards my 
late 20s, I became more introspective and 
went back to school, earning my A.S. in 
Psychology from Northwestern Connecticut 
Community College. I then had the good 
fortune to meet Roselee Barbagallo Fanelli 
'61, M'66 who suggested I consider working 
towards my bachelor's degree at Saint 
Joseph College.”

Millard did just that, starting as a 
Psychology major. She was drawn to 
Biology after taking an Environmental 
Science course taught by Dr. Peter Markow. 
After several internships, including one in 
North Carolina studying the behavior of 
black bears and one in Virginia studying 
birds, Millard concluded: “I was an animal 
behavioral ecologist but big mammals were 
not really my thing. However, I could watch 
and listen to birds for hours. I captured 
and banded birds, found nesting areas 
and soon realized that this might be my 
niche.” She pursued her graduate studies 
with a focus on birds and ground nesting at 
the University of Rhode Island, where she 
was awarded a research assistantship and 
earned her master’s in 1994. 

Grizzly Bears or Birds
Millard then considered a variety of 
employment opportunities in wildlife 
research. “I almost got a job working with 
grizzly bears in Colorado,” she recalled. 
“I met most of the position requirements: 
understanding bears, the ability to ride 
a horse, being comfortable living out 
of a tent, and the ability to shoot a gun. 
Unfortunately, I wasn't quite familiar 
with the flora or habitat so I didn't get the 

job, but this illustrates how things could 
have been entirely different. My first foray 
into teaching on the college level was an 
Orinthology class at URI. This was when I 
discovered that I absolutely loved teaching!” 
During the spring of 1995, she met Dr. 
Charles Morgan, associate professor of 
Biology at SJC, who mentioned that the 
College was looking for someone to teach 
Introductory Biology. Professor Millard 
started as an adjunct instructor that fall; 
she and Morgan were married the following 
year. In 2001, she became an assistant 
professor and full-time member of the SJC 
Biology faculty.

Working along with her students, 
Millard's research focuses on the behavior 
of birds. She is actively involved in the 
Monitoring Avian Productivity and 
Survivorship (MAPS) Program which 
assesses the statistics and population 
dynamics of North American land birds. 
This is accomplished by bird banding: 
placing a metal or plastic band on the 
bird's leg and releasing it back into the 
wild. Millard remarked, “Bird banding 
has become far more advanced thanks 
to today's technology. I collaborate with 
Dr. Joan Morrison, professor of Biology 
at Trinity College, who is studying urban 
raptors, specifically hawks. Right here on 
campus, we have two red-tailed hawks who 
we believe have nested in a tree adjacent to 
the tennis court parking lot. We have placed 
radio transmitters on both which monitor 
across a five-mile radius. One of the hawks 
has either disappeared or the transmitter 
has fallen off; we've also determined that 
the pair never had offspring … Through the 
MAPS Program, I follow a community of 
birds looking at diversity in their structure. 
Information is sent to the Institute for Bird 
Populations where they amass trends and 
present the big picture across the United 
States.”

Millard also volunteers at the 
Connecticut Audubon Society: “In this 
capacity, I collaborate with the Yale 
University Department of Health to 
determine if birds are a factor in spreading 
Lyme Disease. In essence, do ticks found on 
birds carry the Borrelia bacteria that causes 
Lyme Disease and since birds are mobile, is 
this one way it's transported? Additionally, 
the West Nile Virus is being reviewed.” 

Millard also studies other viruses carried 
by birds. 

Teaching at SJC
Since joining the faculty nearly 15 years 
ago, Millard has served the College 
in myriad capacities including the 
Faculty Development and Strategic Plan 
Development Committees. She commented, 
“For the last two years, I taught half-
time and worked half-time as assistant 
to the dean (Billye Auclair, Ph.D.), which 
provided me the opportunity to manage 
more project-oriented work including 
updates to the faculty handbook, academic 
integrity, and bringing in external program 
reviewers.” 

When asked for her thoughts on changes 
within the SJC Biology curriculum over 
the years, Millard replied, “We offer 
concentrations in Biology: health, medical 
and cellular, as well as environmental and 
ecological. The College is working to re-
energize the environmental concentration 
since sustainability has emerged as a 
significant global issue. As someone who 
has functioned in a number of roles on 
campus, I hope to see the College continue 
to serve its community in a way that fits the 
Mercy mission while looking to the future 
with a thoughtful and enlightened vision.”

Home on the llama farm
During the summer months, Millard 

works with high school juniors and seniors 
who participate in the Capitol Region 
Education Council's (CREC) Summer 
Institutes. When she is not on campus 
or involved in her wildlife research, it's 
likely that she is tending to her llamas at 
Misty Meadows Farm in Ashford. In 1998, 
Millard and Morgan purchased what was 
then a 12-acre horse farm built in the 1850s. 
The property includes a big red barn, a 
house with an in-law apartment, fencing 
and open fields bordered by a river. Millard 
said, “Here we had a farm and started 
considering what we might set up for our 
retirement. We thought about raising emus 
and alpacas but they are very expensive to 
buy. Then one February day, we drove by 
a llama farm in Lebanon. The owner was 
out on the field in a cart being pulled by a 
llama. He took me for a ride in 20-degree 

weather — I had no 
coat or hat — but loved 
every minute of it! This 
gentleman became my 
mentor and introduced 
me to the llama industry. 
I learned how to breed, 
raise and show llamas; 
they are also judged 
on their fiber and I sell 
their wool. Currently, 
we have 19 llamas and 
yes, I'm up at the crack 
of dawn tending to them 
every day. Eventually, I 
would like to offer some 
educational programming 
for children to learn 
about leadership, animal 
husbandry and nature. 
Supporting agriculture 
and developing a 
connectedness to the land 
is of great importance to 
the state of Connecticut 
and its residents." 

Professor Millard, above, with an owl and below, collecting data.
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Overhauling Health Care: 
A Physician’s Point of View

By Judith novello deyoung ’72

With health care reform on the way there are many key issues yet to be resolved. 
Dr. Marilyn Bacon ’69, a pediatrician in private practice in the greater Hartford 
area, says we need a health care system that emphasizes wellness — not illness. 
“What we have now seems more like sick care than health care,” said Bacon, who 
believes that the biggest flaw in the system is that it doesn’t promote preventive 
care. “We tend to see doctors only when we get sick. Trying to keep people healthy 
does not seem to be a priority, and that needs to change.”

The jury is still out on just how much reform there will ultimately be in the 
pending health care bill. Nevertheless, the current system, which is built on a 
business model, is another problem for consumers, according to Bacon. Insurance 
companies need to make a profit and are structured to take in more money than 
they pay out. As a result, the incentive is to hold back on medical claims in order 
to avoid making a negative impact on the bottom line. Many plans are restrictive 
and have limitations on what they will and won’t cover. In addition, there are 
exclusions — procedures or treatments that aren’t covered because they’re 
considered “cosmetic.” 

But denying such care can harm the patient and make a doctor’s life difficult.  
For example, when a young patient of Bacon’s needed breast augmentation 
surgery, her insurance company would not cover the cost because the procedure 
was considered cosmetic, even though her condition was due to a congenital 
defect of her chest. “It took me two years of submitting medical reports before 
the insurance company finally agreed that surgically augmenting her breast was 
warranted on medical grounds,” explained Bacon. 

In the ever-widening sea of bureaucratic distractions Bacon, like many other 
doctors, spends a lot of her time contacting insurance companies for treatment 
approval. And if she has reservations about private-sector red tape, she’s even 
more skeptical about a greater government role in health care administration: “I 
think it’s going to be very difficult for the country to switch to a one-payer system 
operated by the government, which hasn’t really demonstrated that it can do 
things efficiently. Pouring money into a government-run health care system may 
not be any better than the system we have right now.”

That’s not to say that she doesn’t favor ready access to health care services for 

 “What we have now seems 

more like sick care than health 

care. We tend to see doctors 

only when we get sick. 

Trying to keep people healthy 

does not seem to be a priority, 

and that needs to change.”

— Dr. Marilyn Bacon ’69

all Americans. “If patients don’t have insurance, 
then finding medications they can afford, or doing 
diagnostic testing, or referring patients to specialists 
is next to impossible,” Bacon said.

But for those who are lucky enough to have good 
health coverage, the system can be very satisfying. 
“These patients are able to see physicians whenever 
they wish without having to pay for the care, or 
pay minimally for services,” noted Bacon. “But the 
downside is that people are protected and isolated 
from the actual cost of the care they receive and its 
impact on the system. There’s no incentive for them 
to be involved in maintaining their own health.”  
Another important aspect missing in the system 
that Bacon would like to see implemented is a team 
approach, with health care providers working 
together to educate consumers in managing their 
well-being.

Reflecting on her years at Saint Joseph College, 
Bacon feels fortunate to have attended a school with 
such a remarkable science department. While there, 
the College was chosen to analyze a small sample of 
the moon rocks from the Apollo mission. “I had not 
really envisioned a career in science until I started 
Chemistry courses with Sister Claire Markham '40, 
Professor Emerita,” admitted Bacon. After her first 
class with Sister Claire, she was hooked. During 
her freshman year she learned about pharmacology 
when she worked part-time at a research company 
in Hartford. “I had the chance to learn a great 
deal about the expected and unexpected effects of 
medicine on the human body,” she explained. “This 

work sparked my interest in a career in medicine.” 
With that in mind, Sister Claire helped her get a job 
in the chemistry lab at Hartford Hospital. Working 
16–20 hours per week, she continued her lab job 
until she graduated and entered medical school at 
Georgetown	University.	As	a	medical	student,	Bacon	
realized she loved working with children: “I felt if 
I could have an impact on the health of children, I 
could make a real impact on the future.” And helping 
children is exactly what she’s done for more than 
three decades.

 A native of West Hartford, Bacon returned to the 
area for a two-year residency in pediatrics at Hartford 
Hospital, and finished her third year as chief resident. 
After completing a two-year fellowship in newborn 
medicine at the University of Connecticut Health 
Center, she became the director of newborn services 
at Mount Sinai and worked there for almost ten years 
before going into private practice, which she says 
is more rewarding in some ways than her hospital 
work: “I was dealing with children only when they 
had a crisis and were in the intensive care unit. Once 
discharged, I didn’t have any contact with them or 
their families again.”

 Being in private practice has been a fulfilling 
experience because she’s been able to follow families 
over time. “I play a part in the lives of many children 
in my community, watching them grow up, and even 
getting to watch their children,” she said. As Bacon 
has long since discovered, dreams sparked in SJC 
classrooms have a way of coming true.

Judith Novello DeYoung 
’72, a former reporter at 
Vanity Fair magazine, 
is currently the research 
editor at the newsletter, 
Women's Health.
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It is tradition at Saint Joseph College to honor 
the International day of Mercy by celebrating 
our Mercy Core Values, so during the week of 
September 26, we did just that. 

Mercy Week began with the Mercy Day of Service, where more than 100 people — 
students, faculty, and staff — volunteered in the greater Hartford community at 
Goodwin	Park,	Foodshare	Regional	Market,	Saint	Mary	Cemetery,	and	Bushnell	
Park. 

The	Goodwin	team	spent	the	day	working	with	The	Friends	of	Goodwin	
Park, cleaning the park and painting the fences of the tennis courts. Saint Mary 
Cemetery was transformed into a beautiful site as gravestones were cleaned and 
flowers and bulbs planted. The Bushnell Park volunteers made and distributed 
lunches for some of the area’s hungry residents.

“I had an amazing time helping clean Saint Mary Cemetery with a bunch of 
great girls, faculty, and staff,” said Vicki Stuart ’13. “I enjoyed getting covered in 
grime while making the cemetery look beautiful. I learned shortly after that my 
great-great aunt is buried there. It's neat how things come around like that, how 
personal some experiences can really be.” 

Mercy Day of Service concluded with the Saint Joseph College team 
contributing a total of 335 community service hours, and making a visible 
difference to the well-being of the greater community. Other Mercy Week 
activities included a Catherine McAuley Tea and discussion of the College’s 
history and mission, a Mercy Path Walk with guided reflections centered around 
our Mercy Core Values, a Mass celebrating our Catholic identity, and the On-
Campus Day of Service.

Throughout the week, the College 
community came together in a variety of 
ways. Academic classes formed service 
teams, emphasizing the fact that true 
learning extends beyond the classroom. 
Staff departments participated in the On-
Campus Day of Service, which promoted 
volunteerism for those with busy lives. 
Participants came throughout the day 
to make cards for soldiers, pack school 
supplies for a mentorship program, make 
decorations for nursing home patients or a 
variety of other projects. They were able to 
stop by, contribute, and move on with their 
day. Student Clubs were also represented at 
all of the Mercy Week events. 

“To me, Mercy Week was an 
opportunity to take a step back from 
our busy lives and do something for our 
community. It was a reminder of the large 
need that is out there and that even a small 
act	can	go	far,”	said	Garnet	Brennan	’10.	
“As a Social Work major, I am proud to be 
part of a College so committed to service.” 

Indeed, Saint Joseph College contains 
a strong community of individuals who 
genuinely care about helping others — a 
that fact was prominently apparent at this 
year’s celebration of Mercy Week.

   31

Mercy Day:

COMMuNiTy 
SErviCE iS 
AlivE ANd WEll 
AT SJC

By 
Sydney Lake, Assistant Coordinator 
of Community Service

left: Julie rizzo ’12 and Sidra Bhuller ’12 
clean up Hartford’s Goodwin Park
At right (top): the volunteer team 
cleaning graves at Saint Mary Cemetery.
At right (below): Sister Beth Fischer ’76, 
coordinator of community outreach and 
partnerships, tends the roses at Saint 
Mary Cemetery.
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Sandra G. Affenito, 
Ph.D., r.D., professor of 
nutrition, is a member of 
the editorial board of the 
Journal of the American 
Dietetic Association 
(JADA). She recently 
co-authored a full-length 
peer-reviewed journal 
article relating to the 
national heart, lung, and 

Blood institute growth 
and health Study (nghS) 
entitled “the relationship 
of ready-to-eat Cereal 
Consumption to nutrient 
intake, Blood lipids, 
and Body Mass index 
of Children as they age 
through adolescence.” 
Dr. affenito is the 2009 
recipient of the St. John 
neumann award for 
Volunteer Service in 
recognition of her time 
and contributions in 
the support of Catholic 
school education in the 
archdiocese of hartford. 
She served as chair of 
the School Board and 
chair of Strategic plan for 
the St. peter/St. Francis 
School in torrington, 
Conn. 

kristine Barnett, 
ed.D., writing portfolio 
coordinator at the 
Center for academic 
excellence, presented 
“write where we want 
to Be and where we Can 
go: what Data From an 
Undergraduate writing 

portfolio program tells 
Us” at the new england 
education assessment 
network conference at 
the College of the holy 
Cross in worcester, Mass.

eric Chen, M.S.M., 
M.S.A.t., M.B.A., J.D., 
assistant professor, of 
Business administration, 
wrote the textbook 
Functional Finance and 
was elected to Beta 
gamma Sigma Business 
honor Society. professor 
Chen also earned a 
master’s degree in 
accounting and taxation 
from the University of 
hartford, and delivered 
the Commencement 
address to students in 
the University’s Barney 
School of Business.   

in october, he was 
interviewed by the Hawaii 
Reporter for an article 
entitled, “how You Can 
Become Competitive in 
hawaii's Job Market.”

lydia Conca, Ph.D., 
associate professor of 
education, published 
“text Underlining: 
helping Students 
Understand what they 
read,” in The Teaching 
Professor. the article 
was reprinted in Inside 
the School, an electronic 
journal for secondary 
teachers. Dr. Conca’s 
commentary, “Can 

learning to read really 
be natural?” appeared in 
Reading Today, published 
by the international 
reading association. 
Dr. Conca also advised 
the Connecticut 

State Department of 
education in setting 
standards for the newly 
required Connecticut 
Foundations of reading 
test for teachers in 
early childhood and 
elementary education.

Judith C. Durham, 
Ph.D., associate 
professor of Counseling, 
published a chapter 
entitled  “From passion 

to action: integrating the 
advocacy Competencies 
and Social Justice into 
Counselor education 
and Supervision” (co-
authored by h. glosoff) 
in the book, Advocacy 
Competencies: An 
Advocacy Framework for 
Counselors. Dr. Durham 
presented “From passion 
to action: infusing 
an advocacy Social 

Justice orientation into 
Counselor education 
and Supervision” at 
the association for 
Counselor education 
and Supervision annual 
Conference in San Diego, 
Calif.

Pamela trotman reid, 
Ph.D., president, was 
honored as one of the 
100 Most influential 
Blacks in the State of 
Connecticut at the 
44th annual convention 
of the Connecticut 
State Conference of 
the naaCp, held in 
november at Foxwood’s 

MgM grand. She served 
as Commencement 
speaker at Capital 
Community College in 
May and participated 
in a panel discussion 
on the topic of women 
in leadership at the 
apa annual Meeting 
in toronto in august. 
president reid spoke 
at the women working 
together Breakfast 
Breakthrough in 
november, a meeting of 
professional and business 
women in the greater 
hartford area, hosted by 
Day pitney.

Mary Alice Wolf, 
ed.D., professor of 
gerontology and 
director of the institute 
in gerontology, 

delivered the keynote 
lecture at the hebrew 
home and hospital, 
entitled “Celebrating 
Centenarians.” She 
also delivered “why 
learn in old age: an 

overview of theory 
and research on older 
learners” at the 62nd 
annual Meeting of the 
gerontological Society 
of america. Dr. wolf 
published the following 
chapters and articles: 
“learning in Middle 
age” in An International 
Handbook of Adult and 
Continuing Education; 
“learning in older 
adulthood” in The 
Routledge International 
Handbook of Lifelong 
Learning; “older adult 
women learners in 
transition” in New 
Directions for Adult and 
Continuing Education; 
and “adult and 
Continuing education 
in relation to an aging 
Society” (with e.M. 
Brady) in The 2010 
Handbook of Adult and 
Continuing Education.

 For a complete list 
of SJC Faculty and 
Staff achievements, 
visit www.sjc.edu/
achievements.
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Suki Hood ’13 works the 
ropes course as a member 
of the Adventure Education 
First-Year Seminar, 
Together Everyone 
Achieves More.

With 38 years of Saint Joseph College work 
experience	between	them,	Mike	Gessford	and	Justin	
McGlamery	are	still	discovering	new	ways	of	serving	
and leading the SJC community. Splitting their time 
between	the	College	and	The	Gengras	Center	(where	
Gessford	is	the	gym	teacher	and	McGlamery	the	
media specialist), the two are building a formidable 
program in Adventure Education — one that 
serves myriad groups within the SJC and outer 
communities. 

What is Adventure Education? “Well it’s a lot 
more than swinging on ropes, which is the first 
thing	a	lot	of	people	think	of,”	said	McGlamery.	
“It’s experiential education that offers hands-on 
opportunities for students to experience how they 
learn and how they fit into a group.” And yes, the 
ropes course is part of it, but Adventure Education 
is as vast and varied as its clientele. In addition to 
testing limits and moving participants beyond their 
comfort zone, the curriculum includes thinking and 
problem-solving activities. 

“It really is a philosophy and a methodology 
that incorporates direct experience and focused 
reflection,”	said	Gessford.	“The	goals	are	to	develop	
communication, critical thinking, and leadership 
skills, as well as to cultivate successful group 
interactions.”  

Students at SJC can take one of three courses 
offered in Adventure Education: The First-Year 
Seminar, Together Everyone Achieves More (TEAM); 

a one-credit Physical Education course, Adventure 
Education;	or	Group	Dynamics,	which	is	part	of	the	
Leadership Studies minor (see page 13). They also 
participate in any number of Adventure Education 
programs offered through the Student Services 
division.	Gessford	and	McGlamery	work	with	
student leaders, athletic teams, SJC clubs — virtually 
any College group that seeks them out. Additionally, 
they lead workshops for many outside groups, most 
recently a reading program serving Hartford and 
New Britain public school children.

Gessford	and	McGlamery	are	established	
professionals in the experiential education 
community. Their book, Focus Your Locus: Activities 
that Focus the Power of Individuals and Groups, 
premiered this fall at the International Association 
for Experiential Education conference in Montreal. 
But perhaps the best testament is that which comes 
from a student:

“Adventure Education has truly changed my life, 
and opened a world of opportunity for me,” said 
Liz Hatzenbuhler ’10. “Mike and Justin provide a 
learning environment that helps everyone to thrive 
and grow. They helped me love and embrace the 
person I am, by allowing me to be myself without 
restrictions. They also encouraged us as a class to 
build a support system that is lasting. This way 
of learning has changed my life. I plan to pursue 
graduate work in Adventure Education and combine 
it with Special Education.”

Finding AdVenture
in Education

   By laura Sheehan 
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The first time I walked through 
the doors of The School for Young 
Children (SYC), I was struck by its 
welcoming ambience. In the months I’ve 
worked there as a communications intern, I’ve 
realized what a special place it is. Situated on five 
acres of nature preserve, the rustic surroundings 
frame the foundation of the educational values 
that began 73 years ago and have flourished 
over time — especially in the 10 years since The 
School relocated to Beach Park on Steele Road. 

The School began when Sister Mary 
deLourdes came to Saint Joseph College in 
1936. Sister deLourdes held progressive views 
on educating young children and her intention 
was to create a program that nurtured the 
individuality of every child. She established 
The School as an experimental laboratory for 
students at the College and it became both the 
first laboratory school in the nation and one 
of the first preschools in Connecticut. As a lab 
school, it gave College students studying Early 
Childhood Education opportunities to observe 
and interact with young children. It is a part of 
The School that remains strong today as students 
in the fields of Education, Nutrition, Child Study, 
Social Work, and Nursing study and work at The 
School.  

In the ten years since The School relocated 
to Beach Park, it has expanded its reach, 
serving young children, college students and 
early childhood education professionals alike. 
Professionals come for the annual Keefe-
Bruyette Symposium (now in its eighth year) and 
for a variety of evening professional development 
workshops. The School hosts 1,000 visitors 
each year including tours from high schools 
and colleges, group visits, and professionals 
who utilize The School’s Resource Room. State 
agencies also conduct training seminars on site.   

Today, students from Saint Joseph College 
and other colleges and universities engage 
in valuable educational experiences at The 
School. I am a Communications major from the 
University of Hartford and thanks to The School 
for Young Children, I am gaining experience in 
my field that will provide me with knowledge 
and skills for my professional career.  My job 
is to develop a marketing plan, oversee the 
Web page, and effectively “tell the story” of 
The School for Young Children. It is a job I am 
honored to do.

Telling 
the Story 
The School for Young Children 
celebrates its 10th anniversary

at Beach Park

 By Marisa Poleto

Students from the 		
following institutions 	
work and study at SYC:

• Saint Joseph College
• Goodwin College
• Manchester Community College
• Capital Community College
• Asnuntuck Community College
• Tunxis Community College
• The University of Hartford 

Opportunities include:
• Observations
• Student worker assignments
• Field work
• Student teaching
• Internships

SJC student Katie Langevin works with 
a School for Young Children student.

Since moving into the 
restored Beach Park 
site in 1999, 		
SYC successes 
include:

• Increased enrollment
• Expanded outreach 
• Professional 

development 
program

• Nature Trails 
for children to 
experience the 
natural world

• Observation room with 
advanced technology

The Keefe-Bruyette 
Symposium

• Launched in 2002
• Focuses on Math and Science in 

early education
• Hosted each spring, drawing 

nearly 300 participants from 
throughout New England

• Features a nationally renowned 
speaker and 20 different 
participatory workshops

SYC teacher Phyllis Winer and a student
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Fay O’Brien, rSM, Ph.D.
the Winifred e. Coleman 
Service award

 “A treasured member of the 
Saint Joseph College community, 
Sister Fay O’Brien is recognized 
for her years of service to the 
College and her embodiment 
of its Core Values. Sister Fay 
came to campus as a student 
and worked with Sister Mary 
deLourdes, founder of The School 

for Young Children. Under Sister deLourdes’ tutelage, Sister Fay began to develop 
her own theories and approach to early child development which she cultivated 
throughout her career …  She is a living representation of Mercy values.”

aluMnae/i CeleBrate all thingS SJC

Celebrating its largest Reunion to date, Saint Joseph College welcomed more than 
260 alumnae/i to campus for a two-day extravaganza in September. Festivities began 
with a Friday Pub Night, hosted by the recent graduate committee. Saturday featured 
traditional SJC Reunion activities, along with some new events. The day started with a 
mimosa toast on McGovern patio, followed by class meetings, the parade of classes and 
the annual Alumnae/i Association luncheon. Throughout the afternoon, participants 
toured campus, attended a lecture on the College’s architecture by Professor of Fine Arts 
Dorothy Keller M’85, C’97, and enjoyed the SJC Vaudeville & Variety Show. Reunion 
culminated with a Sisters of Mercy tea and Liturgy in The Connor Chapel of Our Lady.

JOyCe FOntana ’81, 
Ph.D., rn
the Mary rosa McDonough 
award

“From her early days as a Nursing 
student to her current position 
as acting dean of the School of 
Health and Natural Sciences, 
Joyce Fontana has thoroughly 
and consistently modeled the 
College’s Mercy values in ways 
that guide and inspire those 

around her. To students and colleagues both, she generously gives her time 
and expertise so others can enhance the care and capabilities of the nursing 
profession.”

With Distinction …

The Alumnae/i Association honored the following SJC women at the 
Distinguished Alumnae/i Award ceremony: 

President Pamela Trotman Reid 
delivers her state-of-the-College 
address at Reunion luncheon:  
“I’m sure you all agree that 
Saint Joseph College is on a 
forward trajectory, even in these 
challenging economic times. This 
success is due to our efforts as 
a community, committed to the 
shared vision of the College’s 
fullest potential.” 

“I’m delighted to say that more 

and more people are becoming 

familiar with all of the wonderful 

things going on here — whether 

it’s the new School of Pharmacy, 

or the grant we just received for 

our ¡ Adelante! Program, or even 

the fact that West Hartford’s poet 

laureate, Dennis Barone, is one of 

our professors. There are many 

exciting initiatives underway at 

your alma mater, and some notable 

achievements to celebrate.”  

— President Pamela Trotman Reid, Ph.D.

BarBara kavanagh 
haight ’59, Dr.Ph, rnC, 
Faan
the Mary rosa McDonough 
award

“Those privileged enough to work 
with, study under, and know 
Dr. Barbara Kavanagh Haight 
readily share their delight in 
being part of her professional 
circle: ‘All of us wanted to be just 
like Dr. Haight,’ wrote a former 

student. ‘Her teaching evaluations were outstanding and reflected her love of 
and commitment to educating others about the nursing care of older adults.’ ‘She 
has been a mentor, scholar, and wise friend,’ wrote a colleague at the Medical 
University of South Carolina. ‘Dr. Haight gave tirelessly and enthusiastically to 
her students and the faculty,’ wrote another.”
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And the All-Time Prank prize goes to:  
the Class of 1990! Here’s why …

Recipe for a Late Night Prank
“In our sophomore year, our R.A., 
Michele Roberts Desjardins ‘88, kept 
her door open most of the time on 
Madonna second floor. To prank her, 
we had to wait until exam time, when 
she would close her door to study.” 
 
Ingredients:
  1 R.A. studying for an exam
  1 newspaper
  1 roll of masking tape
  Copious amounts of popcorn 
  Time on your hands
 
Procedure:
To execute this prank, the R.A. 
must be in the room. Quietly tape 
large sheets of newspaper across 
the doorway, leaving a space at 
the top. Pour popcorn in between 
the newspaper and door, until full. 
Refrain from giggling as not to alert 
the occupant. Tape remainder of the 
door frame with newspaper. Wait in 
the lounge across from room until 
R.A. attempts to leave the room, and 
laugh hysterically when the popcorn 
pours out.       

  — Marie Juergens '90

Marie e-mailed the above story 
with the following note: “I have 
many more stories but would need 
immunity to share them.” I couldn’t 
resist this offer, and asked her to 

All-time 
SJC Pranks!
By Karen Hoke ’95, 
director of annual giving and 
alumnae/i relations

visit. She and Donna Ferrero Hovey 
’90 arrived on campus armed with 
memories. They organized the 
infamous “Freshman Dorm Drill,” 
telling new freshman to evacuate the 
building and line up outside when 
they heard the alarm (an air horn). 
“We, of course, waited in the upstairs 
windows to pour buckets of water on 
them,” they said. Their favorite story: 
hanging pro-Dukakis signs for George 
H.W. Bush’s 1988 visit to campus. 
According to Marie and Donna, the 
Secret Service kept removing signs, 
only to have more appear. 

The Class of 1987, who were the first 
to paint the Rock at The O’Connell 
Center, also had a prank-prone 
softball team. One former student-
athlete confessed, “We liked to go 
off campus, so we would ‘borrow’ the 
van. I, the driver, wore my team cap, 
and I guess people just thought I was 
the coach and we were on our way to 
a game!” Likewise, an alumna from 
the Class of 1947 remembers quietly 
pushing the campus van down the 
driveway so that the students could 
sneak out for a joyride. 

Alice Davis ’57 and Irene Blake Clark 
’57 recalled a joke they played on 	
the Sisters of Mercy. Students snuck 

up to the Sisters' residence on the 
third floor of Mercy Hall and turned 
their alarm clocks ahead by few 
hours. At about 4:00 a.m., they 
giggled as they heard the Sisters 
moving about getting ready for the 
day! 

Joan Sullivan ’53 also has fond 
memories of Sister Rosa Lima, who 
used to do her work on the Mercy 
Hall elevator at night. The students 
would stick pins in the buttons, 
and Sister Rosa Lima would be 
forced to ride up and down for an 
indeterminate length of time. “But 
she never seemed to care,” Joan 
recalled. Once, when Joan and her 
roommates had the flu, Sister Rosa 
appeared in the doorway with ice-
cream sundaes, announcing, “If you 
can’t fight them, join them!”

Thanks to all our story contributors 
for sharing the laughs. We continue 
to collect SJC prank stories, so keep 
them coming! We are also collecting 
“Memories of your Favorite SJC 
Person.” Who helped you, inspired 
you or changed you? Send your 
memories to Karen Hoke ’95 at 
khoke@sjc.edu.

“I work to 
get to know 
my patients 

because 
whenever I 
hear their 
stories, I 

am touched 
by the 

humanness 
of it all.”

- Máiréad
Moriarty '09

As busy as her days are as a cardiac telemetry ward 
nurse, Máiréad Moriarty ’09 squeezes in a few 
volunteer shifts each month at a transitional housing 
shelter in Hartford. It is a practice she cultivated 
during her student days at SJC. As a volunteer at The 
Wellness Center (a partnership with the Franciscan 
Center for Urban Ministry) and other Mercy-related 
organizations, she learned that the best care comes 
from recognizing the individual dignity of each 
patient. 

“From the first time I worked at The Wellness 
Center during in my junior year, I really appreciated 
talking to the women who lived in transitional 
housing,” Moriarty said. “They experienced huge 
struggles and were working hard to get their lives 
back on track. I learned a lot from them — people 
I might not otherwise have met. Treating them and 
talking to them made me a better nurse.” 

Moriarty’s foray into nursing came after she 
completed a bachelor’s degree in History and was 
looking for work. “I graduated with a degree from 
Fordham University but had a hard time finding 
a job, so I became a Certified Nursing Assistant 
(CNA),” she said. Moriarty completed an internship 
at the Jerome Home in New Britain and was 
soon hired full time. “That was a transformative 
experience for me. I loved working with the elderly 
and saw it as more than just treating patients 

medically. It was also about getting to know them, 
listening to their stories and life experiences,” she 
said. “It changed who I was; it made me look at the 
world differently.” 

From that experience, Moriarty knew she 
wanted to become a nurse and applied to Saint 
Joseph College. Credits from her previous degree 
transferred, but she needed to catch up on science 
courses. “Coming from a humanities background 
into such a science-heavy program was tough, but I 
was determined to succeed,” she said. “My goals were 
very clear and I focused on the nursing program — it 
consumed my life.” 

Inspired by her first shift at The Wellness Center, 
Moriarty sought more volunteer opportunities. With 
the guidance of Sister Beth Fischer ’76, coordinator 
of community outreach and partnerships, Moriarty 
participated in service at several sites while 
completing her studies. During the summer of 2009, 
the transitional housing program moved to a new 
location in Hartford and Moriarty moved with it. 
While preparing for her nursing exams and looking 
for work, she returned twice a week for volunteer 
shifts. In August, Moriarty started her job at the 
Hospital of Central Connecticut in New Britain.

Looking back, she credits the College’s Nursing 
program and its vast opportunities for service for 
helping her fulfill her vision. “The opportunities 
available at the College just made everything click for 
me and helped me see what I want to do with my life 
and how I can help others,” she said. She cites Sister 
Beth as being instrumental: “Sister Beth understands 
how to meet people where they are without judging 
them. She teaches us that and she leads by example.”

In each day of her professional life, Moriarty 
employs what she’s learned: “I work to get to know 
my patients because whenever I hear their stories, I 
am touched by the humanness of it all.”

Seeking Excellence 
Through Service
By Laura Sheehan

A l u m n a e / i  P rofil     e 
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Thank You, Class Agents! 

A reception on December 7 thanked our 
Class Agents for the wonderful job they 
did promoting Reunion through personal 
outreach and communication. Are you 
interested in becoming a Class Agent? It’s a 
great way to strengthen your tie to SJC and 
help us cultivate a connected alumnae/i core. 
To learn more, contact Alumnae/i Relations 
at 860.231.5364 or alumnae@sjc.edu.

Oral History Project
Nursing graduates from the 40s and 50s 
gathered for lunch with Joyce Fontana '81, 
Ph.D., acting dean of the School of Health 
and Natural Sciences, in McGovern Dining 
Hall to help recreate an oral history of 
the Nursing program. The group shared 
memorabilia, and toured the Nursing 
department. If you are an alumna of the 
Nursing program and would like to meet 
with Dr. Fontana, please call 860.231.5282 
or e-mail jfontana@sjc.edu.

English Department 
Reunion
More than 30 English alumnae/i returned 
to campus for a networking cocktail party 
where they enjoyed the opportunity to 
reconnect with faculty and friends. In 
attendance were Professors Kerry Driscoll, 
Ph.D., Mark Zelinsky, Ph.D., Dennis 
Barone, Ph.D., Judith Perkins, Ph.D., and 
Catherine Hoyser, Ph.D. 

Brunch at The Red Barn
Members of the Alumnae/i Club of Fairfield 
gathered on October 18 for their Annual 
Fall Harvest Brunch at The Red Barn in 
Westport, Conn. Susan Conti Root ’68, 
president of the alumnae/i club, welcomed 
guests and introduced Cindy Mariani, M.S., 
the College’s director of marketing and 
communications, who spoke on current SJC 
initiatives. 

Women in Scripture
Sister Kathleen Dorney, CND, director 
of Campus Ministry, led the first of 
three lectures on the topic of “Women 

in Scripture.” Alumnae/i and friends 
returned for the second on January 12 
and are invited to attend the third on 
March 11. Reservations required. Contact 
Alumnae/i Relations at alumnae@sjc.edu or 
860.231.5364.

“The Pleasure of Ruins: 
Algeria, Libya & Egypt”
On October 6, Dorothy Bosch Keller M’85, 
C.A.G.S. ’97, professor and chair of the 
Fine and Performing Arts Department, 

delivered a slide lecture/presentation based 
on her recent trip to Algeria, Libya and 
Egypt, where she toured ancient ruins. A 
renowned art historian, archeologist, and 
photographer, Professor Keller has traveled 
extensively throughout the Middle East, 
working with members of the Egyptian 
Council of Antiquities and participating in 
numerous excavations. 

Book Club Events
The Alumnae/i and Friends Book Club 
gathered to discuss the College’s Common 
Reading selection, A Thousand Splendid 
Suns by Khaled Hosseini. Shyamala 
Raman, Ph.D., professor of Economics and 
International Studies, led the discussion. 
Later in the semester, the group attended 
a panel discussion featuring faculty 
and Afghani students. In November, 
the Book Club read The Desert Queen: 
The Extraordinary Life of Gertrude Bell: 
Adventurer, Advisor to Kings, Ally of 
Lawrence of Arabia by Janet Wallach. The 
discussion was led by Jennifer Cote, Ph.D. 
assistant professor of History.

Nursing alumnae/i join Dr. Joyce Fontana '81 
for lunch in December.

Professor Dorothy Keller on an archeological dig

Alumnae/i Relations and Annual Giving
The department facilitates programs and 
activities that keep the spirit of Saint Joseph 
College alive and strong within the alumnae/i 
community and supports the academic 
and advancement goals of the College.

Your contacts:
Karen Hoke '95, director of annual 

giving and alumnae/i relations
	 khoke@sjc.edu
	 860.231.5363
Diane Burgess, associate director of annual 

giving and alumnae/i relations
	 dburgess@sjc.edu	
	 860.231.5502
Cristina Osbourne, support specialist
	 cosbourne@sjc.edu	
	 860.231.5364

Alumnae/i Association 

Executive Board and Council Members 
2009–2010

President: 
	R oselee Barbagallo Fanelli '61, M'66
Vice-President: 
	 Marjorie Robb Mlodzinski '96
Secretary: Rhonda Dablain LoBrutto '68
Chair - Annual Fund Committee: 

Lois M. Nesci '85, M'87
Chair - Public Relations and Outlook Advisory: 

Rosemary Arcari Wall '69, M'76
Chair - Distinguished Alumnae/i Awards 

Committee: Margaret Steeves-Laffin '76
Chair - Nominating Committee: 

Joanne "Jodi" Warner Fyfe '71

Giving To Saint Joseph College

Ways to give:
• Credit card or check
• Gift of Securities 
• Pledging
• Matching Gifts
• Bequests

For more information, please go online at 
www.sjc.edu/giving or call 860.231.5462.

Office of Institutional Advancement

Mary Kate Cox, vice president for 
institutional advancement

	 mkcox@sjc.edu	
	 860.231.5364

Call for 
Nominations

DAA Awards
Call for Nominations for 
2010 Distinguished Alumnae/i Award 
Nominations due by May 31, 2010

Each year, President Pamela Trotman 
Reid and the Alumnae/i Association 
recognize graduates of distinction who 
have made outstanding contributions 
to the College, the community, or their 
profession. Recipients are honored 
during Reunion Weekend at the annual 
Alumnae/i Association meeting and receive 
a Distinguished Alumnae/i medal. Award 
criteria and nomination forms are available 
at www.sjc.edu/alumnae.

Alumnae/i Association 
President and Vice 
President
Pursuant to the Alumnae/i Association 
Bylaws, the president and vice president 
will be elected at the annual Alumnae/i 
Association luncheon on September 25, 
2010. For a complete copy of the bylaws, 
contact Alumnae/i Relations at 860.231.5364 
or alumnae@sjc.edu. Completed 
nominations are due to the Nominating 
Committee by March 1, 2010 and must 
include candidate’s home and employment 
contact information and a complete history 
of demonstrated leadership at SJC and 
elsewhere. Additionally, nominations 
should speak to the candidate’s ability to 
meet the following criteria for Association 
leadership, as defined by the bylaws:

• 	be a committed, informed, and positive 
representative and ambassador of the 
College

• 	attend meetings as outlined in bylaws 
and/or operating procedures 

• 	carry out responsibilities and duties as 
outlined in bylaws and/or operating 
procedures

• 	 set a philanthropic example by 
supporting the Annual Fund 

• 	 identify potential alumnae/i volunteers, 
leaders, and leadership gift prospects

• represent fellow alumnae/i and 
collaborate with other alumnae/i 
volunteers to encourage support 
for the College, its leadership, event 
participation and fundraising efforts

Five copies of each completed nomination 
should be mailed to: 

Jodi Warner Fyfe ’71, Chair, Nominating 
Committee, 
Alumnae/i Association Council, 
c/o Alumnae/i Relations and Annual 
Giving, 
1678 Asylum Avenue, 
West Hartford, CT  06117

Anonymous nominations will not be 
considered. For additional information, 
contact Alumnae/i Relations at 
860.231.5364 or alumnae@sjc.edu.

Be Green — 
Recycle Outlook  

When you’re done reading 
Outlook, place your copy in 
a public venue (a doctor’s 
office, library, or café) 
where a prospective 
student might read it. 
Help spread the word 
about Saint Joseph 
 College!

A l u m n a e / i  N e ws  

Keep up with 
the latest 
campus news:

WWW.SJC.EDU

Stay in 
touch 
through 
Facebook:

www.sjc.edu/facebook

SJC
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5’s and 0’s: Mark your 
Calendars Today for 
Reunion 2010
Alumnae/i in class years ending in 5s and 
0s, mark your calendars, call a friend and 
plan to attend Reunion on September 
24 and 25, 2010.  If you are interested in 
becoming a Class Agent and working on 
the Reunion 2010 Committee, please call 
860.231.5502 or e-mail alumnae@sjc.edu. 

Stay Connected and 
Informed with the 
Alumnae/i  E-News 
The best way to stay connected to SJC and 
to learn of current news and upcoming 
events is to receive the Alumnae/i  E-News.  
All you have to do to join the mailing list 

is send your e-mail address to alumnae@
sjc.edu. If you don’t have e-mail and would 
like to receive a copy via traditional mail, 
please contact Alumnae/i Relations at 
860.231.5364.

Calling Graduates of the 
Last Ten Years  
Join the Recent Graduate Committee 
and stay connected through FaceBook! 
Note: If you do not have a FaceBook 
account, just visit www.facebook.com, 
register with an e-mail address, and search 
for: “Official Saint Joseph College(CT) 
Alumnae/i Group.” To learn more about 
joining the Recent Graduate Committee, 
contact Sarah Ellsworth Gutierrez ’06 at 
860.675.9916.

The Door is Always Open 
Alumnae/i are welcome to visit their alma 
mater for lunch and a tour! What a great 
opportunity to reconnect with former 
classmates, meet current students or visit 
with your favorite professors. It’s simple: 
just call a friend, set the date, and contact 
Alumnae/i Relations at 860.231.5364 or 
alumnae@sjc.edu. 

In Gratitude
A special “thank you” to the following 
alumnae/i clubs: Hartford, Fairfield, Bristol 
and the Weekend Program (formerly called 
the Graduate School and Prime Time 
Committee) for their fundraising efforts 
and recent gifts to the Saint Joseph College 
Scholarship Fund.

A l u m n a e / i 

Stay in touch! Get involved! see old friends!

RetiremeNt Planning that takes care of you and helps Saint Joseph College

Planned Giving Corner

Thinking about your retirement assets? Worried that Uncle 
Sam will be the largest beneficiary of your estate?

Join the other alumnae/i and friends of Saint Joseph College 
who, through the Golden Dome Society, have named the 
College as a beneficiary of their retirement plan.  

Benefits include:
•	 No estate and income taxes are due when you direct the 

balance of your plan to SJC
•	 Continued withdrawals throughout your lifetime
•	 The satisfaction of using your hard-earned retirement to 

support the mission and values of Saint Joseph College

Become a member of the Golden Dome Society.  

For more information, go to Planned Giving at SJC at www.sjc.planyourlegacy.org or call the Office of Institutional 
Advancement at 860.231.5462 for assistance.

volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

1957
Nancy Maloney Lenoce won a 
National Garden Clubs photo 
contest. Her rose garden, 
“Spinning Wheels,” is the state’s 
second largest rose garden and 
will appear on the cover of the 
Club’s 2010 Member Services 
Catalog. Photos of the garden 
will also appear in the CT Rose 
Society Calendar for 2010 and in 
the Visions of Beauty Calendar 
2010 of the National Garden 
Clubs. Ms. Lenoce’s gardens 
are open in June and have been 
visited by thousands of people 
over the past ten years.

1959
Mary Louise O’Loughlin 
Fitzgerald writes, “I am a retired 
teacher. My husband, Richard, and 
I live in Florida during the winter; 
Glastonbury in the summer. We 
have three children and five  
grandchildren and enjoy spending 
time with our family in Rhode 
Island, Vermont and New York 
State. I have traveled to many parts 
of the world with my husband; our 
favorite vacation now is a cruise. 
We have been blessed with good 
health, great family, and many 
friends to keep us busy!” 

Elizabeth Parker Lundy is 
a retired Home Economics 
teacher. She shares her interests: 
“Exercise including aerobics; 
trips to South Carolina to visit my 
daughter and two grandchildren; 
trips to Vermont, Ireland, and the 
Maritime Provinces.”

Jane Dichello Socha writes, “I am 
retired and involved with my four 
children, their spouses, and my 14 
grandchildren. We gather often 
and travel together, most recently 
to Greece to walk in the steps of 
St. Paul. I knit, read, golf, engage 

in Tai Chi, and volunteer. I’m also 
involved with Our Lady of Calvary 
Retreat House in Farmington. My 
four years at Saint Joseph College 
were some of the best years of my 
life. I still think of myself with pride 
as a ‘Saint Joseph’s girl.’” 

Keep the Saint Joseph College community informed on your career news, family news, education updates, promotions and awards. 
Send your information for the next edition of Outlook magazine’s Class Notes to Cheryl Rosenfield, communications coordinator, at 
crosenfield@sjc.edu. Digital photos (with a resolution of 300 dpi or 1 MB or greater) are welcome and published on a space available 
basis. Please note that your submission to Class Notes may be edited for publication purposes.

1940 √Reunion 2010

70th Reunion 
September 24 - 25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu. 

1945 √Reunion 2010

65th Reunion 
September 24 - 25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
assoc. director of Annual Giving 
and Alumnae/i Relations, at 
860.231.5502 or dburgess@sjc.
edu. 

1950 √Reunion 2010  
60th Reunion 
September 24 - 25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@sjc.
edu. 

1954 
Arlene Caslan Reed is retired 
from the State of Connecticut as 
a director of nursing. She writes, 
“In February of 2007, I had the 
honor of being selected as one of 
the competitive amateur ballroom 
dancers to open the road show 
of Dancing with the Stars in 
Bridgeport!”

1955 √Reunion 2010

55th Reunion 
September 25–26, 2009
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 

A l u m n a e / i  C lassNot       e s

1961 
Roselee Barbagallo Fanelli M’61, writes, “I recently 
accompanied an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C., serving 
as ‘guardian’ for two World War II veterans. The American 
Warrior Honor Flight transports WWII veterans to D.C. to 
see the National WWII Memorial. I cried when we left Bradley 
International Airport and Lieutenant Governor Michael Fedele 
shook each veteran’s hand; I cried when he climbed on board to 
wish them a safe trip and express his thanks; I cried when we 
landed and were greeted by a water cannon and American flags. 
I pushed my veteran in a wheelchair through a crowd of well 
wishers as a brass band played. Senators Robert and Elizabeth 

Dole met us at the Memorial. The Doles, who are both extremely 
gracious, were instrumental in developing the Memorial. Upon 
our return to Bradley, the Granby Fife & Drum Corps escorted 
us from the arrival gate to the main concourse where a crowd 
cheered and waved flags; motorcycle veterans from Vietnam 
flanked both sides as the WWII veterans passed. My veterans 
hugged me and said it had been one of the greatest days of their 
lives.”

Roselee Fanelli ’61, M’66 (left) sits alongside two WWII veterans who 
flank Lieutenant Governor Michael Fedele.
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1983
Michael S. Griffin (M) was named 
principal of Holyoke Catholic High 
School in Chicopee, Mass. In 1979, 
he began a 26-year academic 
career at Northwest Catholic High 
School in West Hartford, starting 
as a teacher and concluding with 
a nine-year tenure as president. 
Dr. Griffin previously served 
as director for development 
and planning at Sacred Heart 
Academy in Hamden. A resident 
of Rocky Hill, he and his wife, 
Linda, have two adult daughters, 
Sarah and Amy.

1985 √Reunion 2010

25th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

Linda A. Boucher ’85, M’95 
writes, “I've been teaching 
at medical assisting, nursing, 
massage therapy and allied 
health programs at various 
schools, most recently at 
Goodwin College. After 
graduating from SJC, I studied 
integrative medicine, attained 
angelic Reiki master/teacher 
status, and became a licensed 
massage therapist. I work as a 
textbook reviewer/evaluator for 
Lippincott, Williams, & Wilkins 
Publishing Company and recently 
became a certified clinical 
aromatherapy practitioner. I 
practice at the internal medicine 
office of Drs. Richard & Marie 
Monticciolo.”

1986
Michelle Rahoczy Bettigole, 
executive director for The 
Watermark at East Hill, was 
the top honoree among The 
Watermark’s 13 communities 
and received “Executive 
Director of the Year” status 

for demonstrating leadership 
excellence. Ms. Bettigole was 
influential in creating a successful 
model for East Hill’s Watermark 
University, a continuing education 
program designed to promote 
brain and body fitness. 

1987
Beth Lemay Beutler launched 
www.bethbeutler.com and 
is now represented by the 
Robinson Agency for speaking 
engagements at church, 
community and corporate events. 

She is the founder and editor of 
www.christianprudentwoman.
com, a bible and personal growth 
teacher, and a provider of Bible 
studies via e-mail at www.
coffeebreakbiblestudies.com.  

Dianne Zabawa Sutherland, 
R.D., L.D.N., has served as the 
dietician at the University of 
Massachusetts (Amherst) dining 
services for more than 22 years. 
She conducted a pilot study on the 
“Freshmen 15” and presented the 
results at the National Association 
of College and University Food

grandchildren. She works as an 
adjunct instructor at Briarwood 
College in Southington.

1965 √Reunion 2010

45th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

1969
Elaine M. Coury (religious name: 
Mother M. Regina Pacis, FSGM) 
serves as provincial superior 
of the American Province of 
the Sisters of St. Francis of the 
Martyr St. George in Alton, Ill. 
Mother M. Regina, who holds a 
doctorate in Classics from Loyola 
University, serves on numerous 
boards throughout the Midwest.

Susan K. Semancik is a senior 
software systems engineer at 
NASA Goddard Space Flight 
Center's Wallops Flight Facility 
in Wallops, Va. In February, she 
presented a paper entitled, “Task 
Tracking Portal for Projects” at 
the NASA Project Management 
Challenge. The Information 
Technology and Communications 
directorate of NASA Goddard 
Space Flight Center also 
recognized Ms. Semancik with a 
Leadership Peer Award in 2008.

1970 √Reunion 2010

40th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

1971
Joan Kelly lectured on the life 
of Saint Paul at Sacred Heart 
University last April, as part of 
the of the celebration of the 
Roman Catholic Church’s Pauline 
Year.

1975 √Reunion 2010

35th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 

Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

1978
Members of the SJC Class Of 
1978 (pictured below) met in Las 
Vegas, Nev. in 2008 to celebrate 
their 30-year reunion. Below 
from left to right are: Debbie 
DeBiase Morrone, Mary Kate 
O'Neill Sigmon, Aelish Sullivan 
Clifford, Liz Burns Herbst, 

Barbara O'Shaughnessy Norton, 
Coleen Leary Pazzani, Teresa 
Iorio Greenberg, and Sharon 
Cummings Oeste. 

1979
Roberta Mello Hazelbaker 
writes, “Since I graduated from 
SJC, I’ve used my professional 
skills and education to the 
fullest. I started as an eighth-
grade Physical Science teacher 
in Granby, then became an 
energy education specialist at 
the University of Hartford. My 
career took me to Oak Ridge, 
Tenn., where I was part of the 
training and implementation 
team for the U.S. Department of 
the Navy’s computer initiative. 
I’ve worked on Department of 
Defense contracts for more than 
20 years. My husband, Ken, and 
I live in Slidell, La. and survived 
Hurricane Katrina. We have two 
children, Ryan and Kristina.

C o n grat    u latio     n s 

Births and Adoptions
Lia Jinks Kulla ’92 and her 
husband, Adam, welcomed a 
son, Nickolas James, on May 31, 
2009.  

Ellen Drake Rustico ’97 and 
her husband, John, welcomed a 

son, Jack Drake, on August 13, 
2009. He joins big sister, Grace, 
age 2. 

Darcy Finneron D’Andrea 
’99 and her husband, Nick, 

welcomed their first child, 
Cecilia Rosa, on June 4, 2009. 

Susann Kraska Boroczky 
’00 and her husband, Rich, 
welcomed their first child, 
Richard David Jr., on January 
20, 2009. 

Stephanie Lunn Conashevick 
’01 and her husband, Greg, 
welcomed a daughter, Hailey 
Robin, on June 14, 2009.  
She joins big brother, Ryan, 
age 2.

Graziella Molluzzo Loesche 
’02 and her 
husband, 
Christopher, 
welcomed 
their second 
child; a son, 
Nathaniel, 
born on April 
6, 2009. He 
joins sister, Juliana, age 2. 

C o n grat    u latio     n s 

Marriages and Engagements

Ann Anastasio Schroeder ’71 
married Kurt Schroeder on 
June 20, 2009 in Winchester 
Center, Conn. 

Tricia Nagy Leary ’01 married 
Andrew Leary on February 22, 
2009 at Sand Key Beach Park 
in Clearwater Beach, Fla.  

Fanayea Dejen Crooks ’04 
married Jermaine Crooks on 
August 30, 2009 at Asylum 
Hill Congregational Church in 
Hartford, Conn. 

Kimberly Maron Peretto ’04 
married Bryan Peretto on May 
16, 2009 at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Bristol, Conn. 

Lynn Olson-Douglas ’05, M’08 
married Henroy Douglas on 
May 1, 2009 in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica. 

1960 √Reunion 2010

50th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu. 

1962
Dr. Antoinette Iadarola is 
president of the Academy of Our 
Lady of Mercy, Lauralton Hall in 
Milford. Dr. Iadarola recently retired 
as president of Cabrini College, 
where she served for 16 years.

1964
Jessie Harding was featured in 
a retrospective of past Laurel 
Festival Queens in The Winsted 
Journal. A resident of Bristol, Ms. 
Harding has two children and two 

1980 √Reunion 2010

30th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

Attorney Janice Beatson 
Deshais received her master’s 
degree in Public Policy Studies 
from Trinity College in May, 2009. 
She is the director of the Office of 
Adjudications for the Connecticut 
Department of Environmental 
Protection, a position she has 
held for 10 years. Ms. Deshais is 
also an adjunct professor at Saint 
Joseph College; she recently 
taught a class on environmental 
law and policy.  

Diane Mulholland was named 
director of medical surgical 
nursing at St. Francis Hospital and 
Medical Center. She previously 
worked as director of infection 
control and prevention for the 
Hospital of Central Connecticut.

1982
Kelly Collins Cummings was 
appointed vice president of care 
coordination at Fallon Community 
Health Plan in Worcester, Mass. 
She came to FCHP from Health 

New England, where she worked 
in the management of health 
services, and departments of 
member support and relations. 
She resides in Wilbraham, Mass. 
with her husband, Brian.
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works as an assistive technology 
specialist at St. Coletta of Greater 
Washington, a public charter 
school. 

2006
Samantha Cahill participated 
in the 34th Annual Marine 
Corps Marathon in Washington, 
D.C. this fall. With more than 
20,000 participants, Samantha 
miraculously found Stephanie 
Bolduc ’06 in the crowd! 
Samantha finished the marathon 
in 4 hours and 32 minutes; 
Stephanie finished in 6 hours 
and 30 minutes. Two weeks 
prior, Samantha also ran in the 
Hartford Marathon with Team 
M.A.D. (Making a Difference) to 

benefit the Saint Francis Hospital 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.

Services Conference in 
Milwaukee, Wis. Ms. Sutherland 
is collaborating with the UMass 
Nutrition, Kinesiology and Health 
Education departments to 
conduct a larger study. She lives in 
Agawam, Mass. with her husband, 
Don, and daughter, Victoria.

1990 √Reunion 2010

20th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

1994
Barbara Buchholz Ventura (M) 
was named assistant principal at 
McGee Middle School in Berlin, 
where she previously worked 
as a Social Studies teacher 
and chaired the Social Studies 
department. 

Dr. Kristen Campbell-Wilder 
M’97 completed her doctoral 
program in Educational 
Leadership at the University of 
Hartford in May 2009.  

Tricia McCord Conduah’s 
husband, Grant, gave her the “gift 
of life” on July 2, 2009, when 
he gave her a kidney. Fourteen 
years after being diagnosed with 
Glomerulonephritis, her condition 
worsened to the point of needing 
a transplant. Ms. Conduah writes, 
“Grant gave me the gift of life, a 
gift that far surpasses diamonds 
on a girl’s finger!” She and her 
her husband live with their three 

children: Zachary (13), Jasmine 
(10), and Joshua (10). In October, 
she returned to the classroom 
as a kindergarten teacher in 
Stamford.

Regional Education Council 
Magnet School. 

2000 √Reunion 2010

10th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

2004
Linh Duong is a public health 
analyst in the Cancer Surveillance 
Branch within the Division of 
Cancer Prevention and Control 
at the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC). 
She conducts epidemiologic, 
evaluation, and surveillance 
studies used in the planning and 
assessment of cancer prevention 
and control programs. She joined 
CDC in 2007 as an Emerging 
Leader Intern. 

Alison Bohadik Martin works 
as a registered dietician at 
Manchester Memorial Hospital 
and Rockville General Hospital. 

She married Keegan Martin in 
May 2008 and they reside in 
Stafford Springs. Regarding 
her SJC experience, Ms. Martin 
writes, “There was never a dull 
moment and every day brought a 
new adventure. I am thankful for 
the time I had at SJC and would 
not trade it for the world!”

Melanie Pappas earned a 
certificate in Graphic and Web 
Design from the Center for 
Digital Imaging Arts at Boston 
University in January, 2009. She 
is employed as a graphic designer 
at O’Rourke Hospitality Marketing 
in Newburyport, Mass. 

Mary Corrigan Mack '39
June 26, 2009

Mary Jane Waddy, RSM '39, M'69
April 26, 2009

Dorothy M. Allen '40
September 11, 2009

Barbara Jeffers Cole '40
April 6, 2009

Helen M. Lynch '41
September 22, 2009

Eleanor Cashion Stone '42
September 12, 2009

Joan Marzano Hogan '44
September 26, 2009

Josephine Vignone Turner '44, 
DAA'02

April 14, 2009

Jean M. Bachman '45
July 15, 2009

Katherine Latimer Faust '48
July 27, 2009

Joan Muldoon Heppner '49
June 12, 2009

Mary G. Carroll '50
September 2, 2009

Mary Philbin Pursell '50
September 3, 2009

Joan Dully Graf '55
June 1, 2009

Sheila E. Hamel '58
July 12, 2009

Antoinette J. Colaninno '83, 
M'88

July 28, 2009

Elizabeth S. Dalkowski '83
October 31, 2009

William Glowa, M'64
June 24, 2009

Mary C. Custy '65, M'75
August 2, 2009

Joan Kelly Pollard '66, M'74
June 2, 2009

Karen B. Lenz '67
August 6, 2009

Mary Donoghue Cadigan '68
April 17, 2009

Kathleen Gorman Dillane '70
July 5, 2009

Barbara R. Waterman, M'72
October 16, 2009

Kathleen Murphy, RSM, M'75
June 4, 2009

Kathleen McKeown Burke, M'76
November 1, 2009

John S. Mule, M'85
May 12, 2009

Judith Brown Osgood, M'87
June 4, 2009

Juliann L. Stoppani '89
September 12, 2009

Joyce Rooney Yeske '95
September 28, 2009

Georgia Tameka Chatman '03
August 2, 2009

 If you learn of a recently 
deceased alumna/us, please 
contact Rita Bayer '05, 
development associate in 
the Office of Institutional 
Advancement, at 860.231.5462 
or rbayer@sjc.edu.

I n  M e moriam       The following list includes Saint Joseph College alumnae/i who were remembered at the fall Chapel Bells Mass.

Stephanie Bolduc ’06 and 
Samantha Cahill ’06 

2005 √Reunion 2010

5th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

Kara Moyer resides in 
Washington, D.C. and recently 
earned her master’s degree in 
Special Education from Johns 
Hopkins University, with dual 
certification in the Education of 
Students with Autism and Other 
Pervasive Disorders and Assistive 
Technology for Communication 
and Social Interaction. Ms. Moyer 

“Christmas Sled”

“French Scene”

1998 
Erin Loprinze is an outreach member at Vista Vocational & Life Skills Center in Westbrook, Conn. At age 15, 
Erin was diagnosed with a brain tumor, underwent surgery, lost the use of her dominant right hand and relearned 
everything with her left. In 1995, she enrolled in an art therapy course at Saint Joseph College and learned to create 
art through alternative, nontraditional methods with a focus on expression. Erin’s artwork was published on the 
cover of the Hartford Courant’s Middletown/Shoreline ITowns supplement on Sunday, September 6, 2009.

The Conduahs

1995 √Reunion 2010
15th Reunion 
September 24–25, 2010
Planning and Class Gift 
Committees forming now! To 
volunteer, contact Diane Burgess, 
associate director of Annual 
Giving and Alumnae/i Relations, 
at 860.231.5502 or dburgess@
sjc.edu.

1997
Jennifer Fraulo Hoffman is dean 
of students at the Metropolitan 
Learning Center, a Capital 
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Blue Jays 
Sports

By William Schubert, 
Sports Information 
Director

A l u m n a e / i  C al  e n dar 

JANUARY

12/Tuesday

“Women in Scripture” 
12:00 p.m., Faculty Dining Hall, 
McGovern Hall

Join Sister Kathleen Dorney, 
CND, director of Campus Ministry, 
for lunch and learn more 
about “Women in Scripture.” 
Reservations required; contact 
Alumnae/i Relations at alumnae@
sjc.edu or 860.231.5364.

19/TUesday

Alumnae/i and Friends 
Book Club Discussion 
7:00 p.m., Second Floor 
Reception Room, The Bruyette 
Athenaeum

All alumnae/i and friends 
are invited to join the Book 
Discussion Club. The book to 
be discussed is Replacement 
Child by Judy L. Mandel. The 
author will lead the discussion 
and share her personal 
experience. Reservations are 
required. Contact Alumnae/i 
Relations at alumnae@sjc.edu or 
860.231.5364. 

February

Reunion 2010  
Class Agent Meeting 
Date, time and location TBD

Class Agents gather to sign 
Reunion letters to classmates.

MARCH

9/tuesday

Alumnae/i and Friends 
Book Club Discussion
7:00 p.m., Second Floor 
Reception Room, The Bruyette 
Athenaeum

All alumnae/i and friends 
are invited to join the Book 
Discussion Club. The book to be 
discussed will be selected at the 
January meeting. Reservations 
are required. Contact Alumnae/i 
Relations at alumnae@sjc.edu or 
860.231.5364.

11/Thursday

“Women in Scripture”  
12:00 p.m., Faculty Dining Hall, 
McGovern Hall

Join Sister Kathleen Dorney, 
CND, director of Campus Ministry, 
for lunch and learn more 
about “Women in Scripture.” 
Reservations required; contact 
Alumnae/i Relations at alumnae@
sjc.edu or 860.231.5364.

APRIL

15/thursday	

Alumnae/i Nurses’ 
Reception
7:00 p.m., The Crystal Room, 
Mercy Hall

Nursing alumnae/i, save the date 
and plan to attend this reception 
— a great opportunity to 
reconnect with former professors 
and classmates! Watch your mail 
for an invitation or check the SJC 
Web site for more details.

20/TUesday	

Legacy of Tutankhamun 
with Dorothy Bosch Keller 
M’85, C.A.G.S. ‘97
7:00 p.m.; A/V Classroom, The 
Bruyette Athenaeum

In preparation for a visit to the 
“Tutankhamun and the Golden 
Age of the Pharaohs” exhibition 
in NYC on May 1, Professor Keller 
will lead a slide and lecture 
presentation. All are welcome, 
but space is limited; contact 
Alumnae/i Relations at alumnae@
sjc.edu or 860.231.5364.

28/Wednesday	

“Schooling the 
Transnational Student”
7:00 p.m., Hoffman Auditorium, 
The Bruyette Athenaeum

Join Assistant Professor of 
Education Enrique Sepulveda, 
Ph.D., for this talk, the first 
annual School of Education 
lecture.

May       

1/SATURday

Trip to New York City to 
See “Tutankhamun and 
the Golden Age of the 
Pharaohs”
Bus departs 7:00 a.m. from The 
Pope Pius XII Library parking lot

Help support the SJC Scholarship 
Fund. Join Professor Dorothy 
Bosch Keller on a trip to the 
Discovery Times Square 
Exposition in the heart of New 
York City to view “Tutankhamun 
and the Golden Age of the 
Pharaohs.” Following the two-
hour tour, you will have the 
opportunity to explore the 
City. At 4:00 p.m., Professor 
Keller will lead a walking tour 
of St. Patrick's Cathedral and 
participants can stay for the 5:30 
p.m. Mass. The bus leaves New 
York City at 7:00 p.m. The cost 
of $75.00 per person includes 
round trip transportation and 
entrance to the exhibit. Space is 
limited. Mail your check (payable 
to SJC) to Alumnae/i Relations 
and Annual Giving, 1678 Asylum 
Avenue, West Hartford, CT 06117. 
For further information contact 
Alumnae/i Relations at alumnae@
sjc.edu or 860.231.5364.

5/WEDNesday	

Alumnae/i and Friends 
Book Club Discussion
7:00 p.m., Second Floor 
Reception Room, The Bruyette 
Athenaeum

All alumnae/i and friends 
are invited to join the Book 
Discussion Club. The book to be 
discussed will be selected at the 
March meeting. Reservations 
are required. Contact Alumnae/i 
Relations at alumnae@sjc.edu or 
860.231.5364. 

15/SATURday	

Alumnae/i and Friends 
Baccalaureate Mass
4:00 p.m., The Connor Chapel 
of Our Lady

Join the Class of 2010 in this  
SJC tradition.

16/SUNday	

Saint Joseph College’s 
75th Commencement
10:00 a.m., McDonough lawn

Celebrate the graduation of the 
Class of 2010. Special guests 
include members of the Class of 
1960, who will launch their 50th 
anniversary year. Tickets are not 
required for Commencement. For 
updated information, visit www.
sjc.edu.

JUNE       

13/Sunday

Legacy Brunch
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.,  
The Crystal Room, Mercy Hall

Calling all SJC alumnae/i 
with grandmothers, mothers, 
daughters, aunts, and nieces 
who are also SJC alumnae/i! 
This spring you will receive 
an invitation to a very special 
brunch being held in your honor 
to celebrate your Saint Joseph 
College legacy. If you haven’t yet 
registered as a legacy, you may 
do so by calling 860.231.5364 or 
alumnae@sjc.edu. Watch the mail 
for your invitation!

5/Saturday

Save the Date for the Saint 
Joseph College Gala: 
Celebrating Success
Time and location TBD

Saint Joseph College plans its 
first Annual Gala on Saturday, 
June 5, 2010.  "This inaugural 
event will be a fund-raiser and 
a celebration of the opening 
of the Pharmacy School in 
downtown Hartford. We expect 
to make the Gala an annual 
happening," said President 
Pamela Trotman Reid. "This 
will be an opportunity for the 
friends and alumnae/i of Saint 
Joseph College to lend support 
and have fun together." For 
further information, contact 
Kelley Streeter, executive 
assistant to the president and 
director of special events at 
kstreeter@sjc.edu.

Girls and Women in Sports
Once again, the SJC Athletic department is working to increase 
visibility for female athletes through its participation in the 
National Girls and Women in Sports Day. Events include:

•	 The Fourth Annual Indoor Sprint Triathlon —February 14, 
for women only, ages 14 and above; perfect for beginners 
who want a taste of a triathlon or for veteran athletes. The 
race consists of three 20-minute legs (swimming, biking and 
running). Form a relay team or compete individually.

•	 Girl-in-Sports Day — February 20, for girls only, ages 8-14. 
Participants choose clinic workshops (taught by SJC coaches 
and student athletes) in one of the following athletic areas: 
tennis, volleyball, softball, soccer, swimming, basketball, 
athletic training and cross-country running. A team building/
leadership workshop and lunch follow the sport clinics. An 
NCAA basketball game — Saint Joseph College vs. Pine 
Manor College — closes the afternoon festivities.  

For further information, contact Debbie Fiske, associate athletic 
director, at dfiske@sjc.edu or 860.231.5423.                                   

Athletes Join Fight Against Cancer
Saint Joseph College athletic teams were busy during the fall in 
the fight against cancer. The lacrosse team raised more than $1,200 
participating in the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's “Light the 
Night Walk” at Lighthouse Park in New Haven and the basketball 
team volunteered at the “Making Strides Against Breast Cancer” 
walk in Hartford’s Bushnell Park.

Dubbed "Lax Girls for Leukemia," members of the lacrosse 
team carried illuminated balloons to show their support for cancer 

patients, joining thousands of walkers who brought messages of 
hope to people battling blood cancers. Funds raised at the walk 
support research and provide financial assistance and resources to 
patients and families. 

SJC basketball players supported “Making Strides” by 
volunteering at the registration table, where they checked in 

participants. 
"Making Strides" 
is the American 
Cancer Society’s 
premier event to 
raise awareness 
and money to 
fight breast cancer. 
“Participating in 
events like this 
is great for the 
students. They give 
something back 
to the community 
and it affords us a 
chance to do some 
team bonding,” said 

Kim Martin, basketball coach. “They served a useful purpose while 
supporting a great cause.”

Saint Joseph College Athletic Director Bill Cardarelli praised 
the teams’ efforts, along with their inspiration: Lacrosse Coach 
Tauheedah “Tee” Alexander ’07 and Martin. “Both Tee and Kim 
have a real good understanding of life outside sports,” Cardarelli 
said. “Helping people is part of their philosophy and it shows in the 
teams.”

Honoring Student Athletes
Members of the College’s athletic community gathered November 16 to celebrate the annual Fall Sports Awards.

Members of the lacrosse team gather for the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society's “Light the 
Night Walk.”
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Blue Jays sports By Patrick Byrne, Sports Information Director

SOCCer 
The Blue Jays enjoyed another fine season, finishing 11-6-3 and 
reaching the semifinal round of the GNAC Tournament. Defender 
Susie McKenna ’10 and goalkeeper Cait Witham ’10 were named 
First-team All GNAC. McKenna is the school’s first soccer player 
to be named First-team All-GNAC three times and Whitham led 
the GNAC in every goaltending statistic, including nine shutouts. 
Whitham was named Second-team ECAC All-New England and 
is only the second player in school history (joining McKenna in 
2008) to be named All-New England. Stacey Rutledge ’12, who had 
a team-leading 11 goals, and Paige Briglia ’11 were Second-team 
All-GNAC.

CrOSS COuntry
Only three years after Saint Joseph College was unable to field a 
team, coach Kyle Fuller assembled the school’s most robust entry in 
a decade with 14 runners. Ashley Debella ’10 became the College's 
first runner in four years to earn All-GNAC honors by placing in 
the Top 10 at the GNAC meet. Debella was seventh of 88 runners at 
Rivier College and the Blue Jays finished seventh as a team. Debella 
also took individual honors and established a new course record at 
the Blue Jay Invitational, which was won by Saint Joseph College.

Cait Witham ’10

Ashley Debella ’10

tenniS
Elyse Allard ’10 earned Second-team All-GNAC (Great Northeast 
Athletic Conference) honors for the second consecutive season. 
She also led the team in wins (again, for the second year in a row), 
fashioning an 11-6 singles record. As a team, the Blue Jays won six 
matches and qualified for the GNAC Tournament. Uniquely, the 
team had two occurrences of successive 9-0 victories in two days, 
in October. Barbara Mach ’11 filled the number one singles spot all 
season and Alicia Lienhop ’11 and Laura D’Angelo ’13 were paired 
most often at number one doubles.

vOlleyBall
Brittany Souza ’11 was rewarded for an outstanding season, being 
named Second-team All-GNAC. Souza led the team in kills (338), 
aces (52) and blocks (74). Saint Joseph won all three of its matches 
that went to five sets, including two comebacks from 2-0 down. A 
high point in the season came with a four-match win streak from 
October 12-21, keyed by the strong play of Souza and Catherine 
Irwin ’10. The team’s 12 victories were a three-win improvement 
over 2008. 

Brittany Souza ’11

Elyse Allard  ’10  is 
congratulated by teammates.
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keep Me SJC!
The need is great. in the fall, the Financial aid office 
worked with 45 students who were on the brink of 
not returning to their studies.

this year, the average expected Family Contribution 
(eFC) for our traditional undergraduate population 
decreased almost $2,000.

From students throughout the campus community, 
we’re hearing the call: “Keep me SJC!”

the Saint Joseph College Scholarship Fund 
directly supports the tuition assistance needs of 
our students. your gift to the annual Scholarship 
Fund Drive makes all the difference for a student 
struggling to find a way to return to class. in some 
cases, just a few hundred dollars stands between 
students and their ongoing education. 

Fund a future at SJC! 

make your gift at www.sjc.edu/giving 

or mail it to the 
SJC Annual Scholarship Fund Drive: 
“keep Me SJC!”

Thank you for helping us keep them SJC. 

office of institutional 
advancement
1678 asylum avenue
West hartford, Ct 06117
www.sjc.edu/giving

Q. How has the recession affected the state of 
financial aid at SJC?

A. The number of appeals and requests for reviews 
of financial aid packages has increased significantly, 
meaning that families are looking for more aid. Also, 
the average Expected Family Contribution (EFC), 
which is based on a family’s income, has decreased 
on an average of $2,000 per family. At the same 
time, gift aid from external sources has remained 
constant or only increased slightly, just when we 
need it most. The College has a very generous aid 
program comprised of both merit scholarships (non 
need-based) and gift aid (need-based), yet we are 
still falling short of meeting the financial needs of 
our students. Most of them are left with a gap and an 
out-of-pocket cost that places a financial burden on 
already limited family resources.  

Q. So, many students receiving financial aid are 
still not able to meet their education costs? Are they 
leaving SJC for state schools or are we able to help 
them fill this gap in funding?  

A. Students transfer out of SJC for many reasons, 
often stating finances as the prime concern, which 
may or may not be the case. To try to address this 
problem from the front end, we are putting new 
procedures in place to determine if and how a student 
can afford to attend Saint Joseph College at the time 

The State of 
Financial Aid
Q & A with Beth Baker, 
Director of the Student Financial Services 

of admission. That being said, we consistently help students meet costs through  
generous gift aid and tuition discounts. It’s important to be mindful of the 
financial health of the College, though. Tuition revenue is extremely important, so 
the goal is to supplement student costs through outside sources like scholarships.

 Q. What is Saint Joseph College doing to respond to this growing financial 
need?

A. The College recently developed some new scholarships, including the 
McAuley (up to $19,000, renewable) the Phi Theta Kappa (up to $8,000, renewable) 
and the Girl Scout Award ($1,000), in addition to our existing SJC Scholarship 
($18,000) and SJC Award ($15,000). We also joined the Yellow Ribbon program, 
which gives full tuition support to veterans.  

Student Financial Services is constantly researching and publishing outside 
scholarship opportunities. We share these scholarships with students by 
connecting to them through social networking mediums, admissions events 
and one-on-one counseling. Additionally, we host a FAFSA-THON every year 
to guide families through completing this required form that determines federal 
assistance. We host financial aid chats for families and the College recently 
implemented initiatives to assist returning students by providing faculty and staff 
with talking points that guide students as soon as they voice financial concerns. 

Q. What can people do to help?

A. Most effectively, by supporting the SJC Scholarship Program. You can make a 
gift as a Directed Cash Scholarship, which goes directly to a student. For example, 
I gave $500 to a third-year Social Work major who couldn’t pay her fall semester 
balance and was unable to register for spring courses. The point is, there are 
students in need and so many of us can make a difference and help them succeed. 

Members of the SJC community are invited to submit essays to End Note.   
For further information, contact Laura Sheehan at Lsheehan@sjc.edu.

e n D  n o t e
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The Gospel Festival  
of New England
Adult Choirs  
Friday, January 22,  
7:30 p.m.

Collegiate Choirs 
Saturday, January 23,  
7:30 p.m. 

Duquesne University 
Tamburitzans
Saturday, February 20,  
3:00 p.m. 

George Winston:  
A Solo Piano Concert  

Tuesday, March 2, 7:30 p.m. 

2009 –2010
per For Ming arTS SerieS   •  www.sjc.edu/arts

A Marilyn Horne Master 
Class with Reception
Sunday, March 7, 2:00 p.m.  

Updraft: A Conspiracy  
of Movement
Wednesday, March 10,  
7:30 p.m. 

P.V. O’Donnell  
St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration  
Sunday, March 14, 3:00 p.m. 

Michael Cooper: Masked 
Marvels & Wondertales
Saturday, March 20,  
7:30 p.m. 

Tom Rush 
with special guest Mad Agnes
Friday, May 14, 7:30 p.m.

The Capital Classics 
Shakespeare Festival:  
A Midsummer Night’s Dream

July 8–25

All performances take place in 
The Bruyette Athenaeum’s Hoffman Auditorium. 

For TickeTS and inForMaTion, pleaSe conTacT:

The Frances Driscoll Box Office
Monday–Friday, 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
860.231.5555 •  www.sjc.edu/arts

Bruyette Athenaeum
The

Outlook Magazine
West Hartford, CT 06117




