
   1Winter 2011  |  Saint JoSeph College OutlOOk

W
in

te
r 

2
0

11
O

u
tl

O
O

k
W

in
te

r 
2

0
11

Saint 
Joseph 
College 
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Four students share their stories 

and define their purpose
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“nursing is a very special 

field and it requires great 

dedication. i’m thrilled to 

think that a student nurse 

will receive this financial 

support and will move on 

to value the profession the 

way i did.” 

— gloria maloney ’52

the Gloria Scriminger Maloney nursing Scholarship

to learn more about establishing an endowed scholarship, contact mary Farley murphy, director 
of major gifts, at 860.231.5355 or mfmurphy@sjc.edu.

Honoring Who She Is

What better gift could John maloney give 
his wife, Gloria, than one that honors her 
very essence? to commemorate her 80th 
birthday — and the life they built together 
— John established an endowed scholarship 
in Gloria’s name: the Gloria Scriminger 
maloney nursing Scholarship.

“nursing has been such an important 
part of Gloria’s life,” said John. “I’ve always 
been impressed by her professionalism and 
her capacity to care for others. I thought a 
scholarship would be an appropriate honor 

because it furthers the type of commitment 
and dedication that Gloria has.”

the scholarship will assist nursing 
students who rely on financial assistance 
— just as Gloria did in her student days. “I 
never wanted to be anything but a nurse 
and Saint Joseph College prepared me for a 
great career,” said Gloria, who retired after 
19 years as the Central nurse for the West 
hartford school system. “my education held 
me in good stead.”

on the cover: danielle Baldino ’11  (photo by steve laschever)
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Special thanks to les Meyer

Outlook is published twice a year for 
alumnae/i, students, and families. opinions 
expressed in Outlook are those of the 
individual authors and not necessarily those 
of the College. 

Send correspondence to: editor, Outlook, Saint 
Joseph College, 1678 asylum avenue, West 
hartford, Ct 06117. alumnae/i news should be 
directed to alumnae/i relations and annual 
giving at alumnae@sjc.edu. 

Outlook is published by the office of Marketing 
and Communications: Cynthia Mariani, 
director; laura M. Sheehan, manager of 
creative services; Kathryn gaffney, manager 
of publications and design; Keith Knowles, 
Web content manager; Cheryl rosenfield, 
communications coordinator; Kathie Kentfield, 
Web site coordinator; Sue Simoneau, support 
specialist; rachel D'antonio ’11, Melissa 
lauretti ’12 and Coralys Mercado ’14, student 
aides. the office may be reached by phone: 
860.231.5334; fax: 860.231.5882; and e-mail: 
outlook@sjc.edu.

Saint Joseph College mission
Saint Joseph College, founded by the 
Sisters of Mercy in the roman Catholic 
tradition, provides a rigorous liberal arts 
and professional education for a diverse 
student population while maintaining a strong 
commitment to developing the potential of 
women. 

the College is a community which promotes 
the growth of the whole person in a caring 
environment that encourages strong ethical 
values, personal integrity, and a sense of 
responsibility to the needs of society. 

Dear Readers,

This is a great time for us to celebrate Saint Joseph College as the past semester has been 
one of success against the odds. In a year of worldwide economic challenges, we welcomed 
the largest first-year class in the College’s history, 230 young women. We opened the 
new downtown site for our School of Pharmacy, an event that included a blessing from 
Archbishop Henry J. Mansell and words of praise from Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra. 
Our launch of off-campus graduate education programs exploded the ranks of graduate 
students as teachers from Waterbury, Middletown, Norwich, and other towns across 
Connecticut were given easier access to a Saint Joseph College degree. 

Throughout our history, Saint Joseph College’s greatest strength has been the people 
who comprise this community — faculty, students, parents, alumnae/i, staff, and friends. 
The College was started by forward-thinking Sisters of Mercy, who followed the call of 
their founder, Catherine McAuley, to provide educational and leadership opportunities 
for women. Our doors opened during the height of the Depression in 1932, with a handful 
of earnest young women. Now, almost 80 years later, our campus reflects the diversity 
of the world in which we live. Saint Joseph College offers more than 2,300 students an 
institution rich in complexity with five academic schools, graduate and undergraduate 
degrees (including our first professional doctorate), and two highly-regarded model school 
programs (The Gengras Center and The School for Young Children).

It is appropriate that we are launching the SJC Story Project, which will help us 
recognize and honor the ways in which we unite as a community and how we are 
developing and expanding into new arenas. In this issue of Outlook, you will have a glimpse 
into one of our newer programs, Autism Spectrum Disorders, which is being established 
to bring together practice, service, education, and treatment. You will also read reports on 
faculty travels and how these activities enrich the classroom and the campus. Additionally, 
this issue examines student life, introducing you to four current Saint Joseph College 
students and their perspectives on their experiences, education, and prospects for the 
future.  

Ultimately, I believe that this issue showcases the vitality of our institution. My hope is 
that you find it as exciting as I do.  

Enjoy! 

Pamela Trotman Reid, Ph.D. 
President

nurSeS take flIGht!

And the Winner is ...
Lorraine Simoneau French ’60, M’66, C’74! 
Congratulations for correctly identifying the 
College’s founding dean, Sister Mary Rosa 
McDonough, second from the left. Lorraine won a 
SJC t-shirt. Thanks to all who participated!

GueSS 
aGaIn!

What 
are 
these 
people 
doing? 
Write in 
and tell 

us the event and year. 
A drawing of winners 
will be held. Send your 
answer to outlook@sjc.
edu and win the 
bear (also available at the 
SJC Bookstore). p
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Festschrift: Celebrating 
a life’s Work
saint Joseph College celebrated the career 
of dr. marylouise Welch, professor emerita 
of nursing, who retired after 30 years at 
the College. on november 5, family, friends, 
and colleagues joined President Pamela 
trotman reid and associate Professor Joyce 
Fontana in a heartfelt Festschrift. more than 
100 people expressed their appreciation of 
Welch by donating to the marylouise Welch 
nursing scholarship, which will support 
nursing students at sJC. to make a gift to 
the scholarship fund, please contact mary 
Farley murphy, director of major gifts, at 
860.231.5355 or mfmurphy@sjc.edu.

Accelerated Second Degree (ASD) Nursing students from Professor Mimi 
Snyder’s clinical group at Hartford Hospital toured the new Life Star medical 
helicopter. The tour was arranged by SJC alumna Lisa Graziano ’86 RN, who 
serves as nurse manager and chief flight nurse of the Life Star Unit at Hartford 
Hospital. Pictured here, high atop Hartford Hospital on the helipad overlooking 
Connecticut’s capital city are (front row, left to right): Aida Koni ’11, Maura Pepin 
’10, Dana Saccomani ’10; (back row, left to right): Amisha Parekh de Campos ’10, 
Kim Cheney ’10, Assistant Professor of Nursing/Clinical Instructor Mimi Snyder 
RN, MSN, Alina Capatina ’10, Beth Pisarsky ’10, and Lisa Talit ’10.  



President reid greets students and families as they move into the residence halls.
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Our mercy tradition
The Saint Joseph College community celebrated its 
Mercy roots with a week of service-related activities, 
culminating in the Mercy Day of Service on September 
25. Events included visiting speakers, prayers for 
peace, the Mercy Walk, 
and on- and off-campus 
days of service.

Organizer Sydney 
Lake, coordinator of 
student activities and 
summer programs, said, 
“Mercy Day is a signature 
Saint Joseph College event. 
It refreshes our students' 
commitment to the core 
values and to being in 
service to the world 
around them."

One hundred eighteen 
SJC students, faculty, and 
staff devoted part of their 
weekend to community 
service efforts at St. Mary 
Home, Elizabeth Park, 
Pope Park and Mercy 
Cemetery. 

(Contemporary Italian 
Society, Comparative 
Literature of Sicily and 
the Mediterranean, 
and Mediterranean 
Diet), art history/ 
archaeology (The Art 
and Archaeology of 
Ancient Sicily), a sort 
of First-Year Seminar, 
Advanced Italian 
Language. Enough with 
this boring stuff and on 
to the adventure, right?! 
Wish me luck!”

Read Ashlee’s blog 
and relive her island life 
at www.sjc.edu/blogs. 
Ashlee was one of several 
SJC students abroad 
last fall. The Office of 
International Studies 
and Programs connects 
students to opportunities 
throughout the world. 
Visit www.sjc.edu/
studyabroad for more 
information.

Feel like getting away — to Sicily, perhaps? If you 
don’t have the time or the money, feel free to live 
vicariously through Ashlee Hamilton’s blog. A third-
year International Studies major, Ashlee chronicled 
her fall semester abroad on our blog page. Her photos 
and descriptions of day-to-day life are (almost!) like 
being there. 

“Believe it or not, this is my first time out of the 
United States, as well as the farthest and longest I’ve 
been from home,” Ashlee wrote in her first post. 
“So here I am with four semesters of Italian under 
my belt, trying to make my way in a society where 
almost no English is spoken. The university I am 
studying at is the Mediterranean Center for Arts and 
Sciences … I’m taking some Italian culture courses 

student life!
left: students from the 
team First-year seminar 
(together everyone 
achieves more) work on a 
problem-solving activity. 
the course is taught by 
Justin mcglamery and mike 
gessford. 

right: olivia tisdell ’13 
greets students moving into 
madonna hall at the start of 
the school year. 

left: students dress for 
halloween in mcgovern  
dining hall. From left 
to right are marlanda 
hamilton ’13 as Big Bird, 
merencia Fils ’13 as ernie, 
and Carla Cruz ’13 as Bert. 

right: orientation leaders 
Kathryn Kononchik ’12 and 
natia Priester ’12 welcome 
new students to campus.

the arts

On Stage

sJC students “took to the stage” this semester with two significant 
student performances. members of the sJC dance ensemble 
participated in the 5x5 dance Festival. a new component to this annual 
event was the inclusion of professional mentor workshops. each student 
dance group was assigned a professional dancer who led them in 
dance training workshops. above, rebecca Cherouny ’11 and stephanie 
holtzworth ’11, members of the Queenes Companye, present lillian 
hellman’s classic drama, The Children’s Hour.

Art Gallery

the saint Joseph 
College art gallery 
opened two exhibitions 
this fall, The 42-Letter 
name: A portfolio 
of prints by robert 
Kirschbaum (left) and 
American Anthology: 
20th-Century paintings 

and prints from regionalism to Conceptual Art. the former continued 
the gallery’s series of exhibitions by contemporary artists whose work 
addresses spirituality. Based on contemplation of the holy name of god 
in Jewish mysticism, the black and white relief prints were inspired by 
a 42-word prayer. American Anthology surveyed a variety of influential 
movements in american art, ranging from the representational to 
the abstract. some of the artists included were thomas hart Benton, 
Jehudith sobel, reginald neal, sol leWitt, and grace hartigan.

For a light-hearted gallery tour, view “radical rae’s gallery 
tour” at www.sjc.edu/youtube. up next: “selections from the 
Permanent Collection,” running through march 13, 2011.

Going 
Global
The College celebrated 
its 10th Annual 
International 
Education Week 
(IEW) from November 
15-19 with a host 
of educational and 
cultural events. IEW 
is a joint initiative of 
the U.S. Department 
of State and the U.S. Department of Education that 
prepares Americans for global awareness, advocacy, 
and action. The College’s Office of International 
Studies and Programs hosted the week-long event, 
which included presentations on student research, 
faculty/student travel, study abroad information, art, 
and music. Kathy Ly '11 spoke on her year abroad in 
Japan (see page 11 for more on Kathy's experience) 
and Dr. Michelle Stronz, director of Leadership 
Studies, presented on the Global Leadership 
Institute and its trip to Saudi Arabia (see page 22). 
Dr. Shyamala Raman (shown here), director of 
International Studies, oversaw the International 
Education Week program. 

Island 
Life

Students clear the landscape near a 
monument at mercy Cemetery.

students prepare to 
clean up elizabeth 
Park. left to right are 
steffanie rivera '14, 
Jasleen Kaur '14, amber 
newman '13, rubbab 
Chaudhry '13.
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tracing the Catholic Intellectual tradition

With energy that belied his 80 years, reverend Kenan osborne delivered 
an engaging lecture on the development and future of the “Catholic 
intellectual tradition.” 

introduced by his former student, reverend Joseph Cheah, sJC 
assistant professor 
of religious studies, 
osborne addressed 
a diverse group of 
students, faculty, 
staff, and alumnae/i 
at the september 27 
event.

ascertaining that 
“every intellectual 
religious tradition 
has a philosophical 
base,” osborne 
traced the roots of 

the Western Church back to augustine, who was himself influenced by 
Plato. From augustine there evolved two major intellectual traditions — 
thomastic and Franciscan — which have framed the Church throughout 
much of its development. 

traditions evolve slowly, osborne said, and usually hundreds of 
years after the leader’s death. While the Church’s direction was shaped 
further by Vatican ii, a new tradition has yet to be formed. “But this is 
a time when we are starting a new way of looking at the Church, at life, 
culture, and faith,” osborne said. “and this new intellectual tradition 
must encompass many cultures, many religions, and the elements of 
globalization.”

Happy New (Academic) Year
The academic year began August 30 with the start of 
classes, Convocation, and a community-wide picnic. 
In keeping with SJC tradition, students, faculty, 
administrators, and staff assembled in The Connor 
Chapel for a ceremony that blended the academic 
with the spiritual. President Pamela Trotman Reid 
welcomed all students, including the “Class of 2014, 
our largest ever first-year class!”

Psychology Instructor Tonya Rondinone, M.A., 
(above) winner of the John J. Stack Excellence in 
Teaching Award, delivered the Convocation address. 
Speaking on “Titles, Labels, and Passion: What 
Really Counts,” Rondinone reminded students to 
focus on their “actions, passions, compassion, and 
willingness to embark on the unknown journey.” 

Spirits were high as students picnicked on 
the quad and contemplated the upcoming year. 
Residence Coordinator Tai Feaster said she was most 
looking forward to “meeting all the new students and 
reconnecting with the returning ones.”

          To hear more student comments and to catch 
the spirit of Convocation, watch “Opening Day at SJC” 
at www.sjc.edu/youtube

Blue Jay to the Rescue!
Gianna Gurga ’11 is an active college student: 
a senior majoring in Human Development 
and Family Studies, she is a commuter, an 
Orientation leader and captain of the tennis 
team. That doesn’t mean she doesn’t have time 
to help out in a pinch. In September, Associate 
Athletic Director Deb Fiske received a call from 
Achieve Hartford, an organization devoted to 
Hartford Public Schools.

They were hosting a community-wide spelling 
bee that would raise awareness and funds for the organization. Would the SJC 
Blue Jay participate, they wondered? Gurga immediately volunteered and on 
October 22, donned the costume to help raise $38,000 to promote literacy for 
fourth and fifth grade students.

“I was on a team with Rocky from the New Britain Rock Cats and Howie from 
University of Hartford,” Gurga said. “We got out on the second word because we 
couldn’t hear with our big heads on. I thought the word was ‘alpresto,’ but it was 
‘alfresco.’ Oh well, it was still a good time!”

left to right: President Pamela trotman reid, Ph.d., 
reverend Kenan osborne, Ph.d., and reverend 
Joseph Cheah, osm, Ph.d. 

The School of Pharmacy is only months away from welcoming members of its 
first class. Sixty-eight students are expected to enroll, constituting the first 
cohort in the first doctoral program in SJC history. 

In September, the College hosted the official dedication of the downtown 
Hartford building, located at 229 Trumbull Street. The celebration drew 
alumnae/i, friends, donors, and dignitaries. 

Archbishop of Hartford Henry J. Mansell offered a blessing and President 
Pamela Trotman Reid addressed the crowd: “What makes the School of 
Pharmacy special is that it will educate top-quality pharmacists through an 
innovative and rigorous year-round program that allows students to obtain 
their doctor of Pharmacy degree in just three years. Its centralized location 
will allow easy access for our students, bring groups of talented young 
professionals downtown, and provide our communities with outstanding 
pharmacists.”

Hartford Mayor Pedro Segarra expressed his appreciation for the College’s 
commitment to the capital city: “Thank you for choosing Hartford and 
believing in Hartford. There is a lot of room in our city to accommodate 
learning institutions like Saint Joseph College. I look forward to seeing and 
meeting the hundreds of students who will attend this School.”

➀ Pictured from left: dr. Joseph r. ofosu, dean of 
the school of Pharmacy; Pedro segarra, mayor of 
hartford; Jeanne merola, chair of the sJC Board 
of trustees; President Pamela trotman reid; and 
the most reverend henry J. mansell, archbishop, 
archdiocese of hartford.  

➁ dean Joseph ofosu acknowledges his faculty   
and staff.

➂ mayor Pedro segarra, dean Joseph ofosu, and 
President Pamela trotman reid are joined by linda 
Kelly (far right), president of the hartford Foundation 
for Public giving.

School of Pharmacy:   
Open for Business!
By Laura sheehan

➂

➁

➀

          

AT PRESS MESSAGE:  On January 21, The sJC school of pharmacy 
learned it received precandidate Accreditation status for its Doctor of 
pharmacy program by the Accreditation Council for pharmacy education 
(ACpe). This is the final accreditation required for the school to open this fall.
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Why do stories matter? The simplest answer is that they intrigue us: stories 
of people striving, surviving, moving forward, overcoming difficulties — 
these narratives tap into an aspect of our human nature that is both deeply 
private and universally connected. 

Stories unite us in our shared humanity and, as psychologist B.F. Skinner 
wrote, “imply a kind of uniformity.” So welcome to the Saint Joseph 
College Story Project, a collection of personal narratives — both written 
and videotaped — from the College’s living archive. These “slice-of-life” 
glimpses into the people of SJC (students, faculty, alumnae/i, staff, and 
friends) provide a broader perspective of the College’s mission and the 
individuals who compose its community. 

WhO 
I Am 
The SJC Story Project

know a perfect SJC Story Project candidate? Visit www.sjc.edu/stories to 
recommend or submit a story.By Laura Sheehan

the SJC Story Project“Our liveS become the STOrieS that we weave.” — Once on this Island, lynn Ahrens

   9 Winter 2011  |  Saint JoSeph College OutlOOk

You

As she tossed the 
booklet aside for future 
shredding, something 
caught her eye — a 
few words running 
along the bottom edge: 
“It’s not just a job, 
it’s a renewed sense 
of purpose.” danielle 

Baldino retrieved the brochure from the recycle 
bin, surprised at her sudden interest. After all, 
she had received dozens of mailings from the 
navy, all imploring her to join their nurse Corps 
Candidate Program (nCP). She simply wasn’t 
navy material: “maybe it’s the convictions I hold 
(I’m a vegan, a feminist) or maybe it’s the way I 
always march to the beat of a different drummer, 
but I was the girl who snidely walked past the 
recruitment tables. I was the girl who thought 
the military was the place personality and 
education went to die.”

Yet here she was, reading the recruitment 
brochure and looking at the navy in a whole new 
light. “It was the power of those words, ‘renewed 
sense of purpose,’ ” Baldino recalled. “I could 
have written them. they summed up everything I 
ever wanted.”

At the time, Baldino was completing her 
sophomore year as a nursing major and thinking 
about her next step. “I came to nursing in a 
gradual way,” she said. “It wasn’t something I 
always knew I wanted to do. I’m not one of those 
people that thought ‘I want to help people’ or ‘I 
want to go into health care.’ For me it was more 
that I wanted my life to have meaning, to have a 
purpose.” 

throughout high school and college, Baldino 
worked various jobs in the health care field — as 
a certified nursing assistant, a receptionist in an 
operating room — and she came to see nursing 
as a way to merge her interest in humanitarian 

relief with purposeful work. Seeing those words 
on the navy brochure brought everything 
into focus: “Suddenly, the military wasn’t 
the antithesis.” Baldino started to seriously 
investigate the nCP and was shocked to find that 
she liked what she saw. 

After an arduous application process, she was 
accepted into the program and signed the papers 
in may 2009. She remembers the swearing-in 
ceremony as a moment that will be frozen in 
her mind forever: “not only had my hermit of a 
sister decided to venture out of her lair of social 
networking for this event, but I also remember 
my mom’s eyes welling up with emotion. they 
reflected exactly what I felt: pride, excitement, 
fear, but most of all uncertainty. I was careening 
into unknown territory. I am the first person in 
my family to attend college and the first to join 
the military.”

uncertainty aside, Baldino is looking forward 
to her life after graduation. this summer she will 
attend a six-week Officer development training 
program and then head out to San diego where 
she will work in a naval hospital. during her 
five-years of service, she will earn her master’s 
degree in nursing (paid for by the navy) and 
travel the world delivering humanitarian relief.  

In a blog post to SJC students, Baldino 
urged other nursing majors to consider the 
nurse Corps Candidate Program. In her typical 
ebullient style, she wrote: “Since I am often 
asked ‘why,’ I now present to you the top five 
reasons I decided to join the nCP (in order 
of priority): world travel, humanitarian relief 
efforts, earning/paying for my master’s degree, 
pride and distinction, and I look really, really 
good in dark blue and earth tones.”

Watch Danielle Baldino’s story on video 
at www.sjc.edu/youtube.

DanIelle BalDInO ’11: In the navy!

As she tossed the 
booklet aside for future 
shredding, something 
caught her eye — a 
few words running 
along the bottom edge: 
“It’s not just a job, 
it’s a renewed sense 
of purpose.” danielle 

Baldino retrieved the brochure from the recycle 
bin, surprised at her sudden interest. After all, 
she had received dozens of mailings from the 
navy, all imploring her to join their nurse Corps 
Candidate Program (nCP). She simply wasn’t 
navy material: “maybe it’s the convictions I hold 
(I’m a vegan, a feminist) or maybe it’s the way I 
always march to the beat of a different drummer, 
but I was the girl who snidely walked past the 
recruitment tables. I was the girl who thought 
the military was the place personality and 
education went to die.”

Yet here she was, reading the recruitment 
brochure and looking at the navy in a whole new 
light. “It was the power of those words, ‘renewed 
sense of purpose,’ ” Baldino recalled. “I could 
have written them. they summed up everything I 
ever wanted.”

At the time, Baldino was completing her 
sophomore year as a nursing major and thinking 
about her next step. “I came to nursing in a 
gradual way,” she said. “It wasn’t something I 
always knew I wanted to do. I’m not one of those 
people that thought ‘I want to help people’ or ‘I 
want to go into health care.’ For me it was more 
that I wanted my life to have meaning, to have a 
purpose.” 

throughout high school and college, Baldino 
worked various jobs in the health care field — as 
a certified nursing assistant, a receptionist in an 
operating room — and she came to see nursing 
as a way to merge her interest in humanitarian 

relief with purposeful work. Seeing those words 
on the navy brochure brought everything 
into focus: “Suddenly, the military wasn’t 
the antithesis.” Baldino started to seriously 
investigate the nCP and was shocked to find that 
she liked what she saw. 

After an arduous application process, she was 
accepted into the program and signed the papers 
in may 2009. She remembers the swearing-in 
ceremony as a moment that will be frozen in 
her mind forever: “not only had my hermit of a 
sister decided to venture out of her lair of social 
networking for this event, but I also remember 
my mom’s eyes welling up with emotion. they 
reflected exactly what I felt: pride, excitement, 
fear, but most of all uncertainty. I was careening 
into unknown territory. I am the first person in 
my family to attend college and the first to join 
the military.”

uncertainty aside, Baldino is looking forward 
to her life after graduation. this summer she will 
attend a six-week Officer development training 
program and then head out to San diego where 
she will work in a naval hospital. during her 
five-years of service, she will earn her master’s 
degree in nursing (paid for by the navy) and 
travel the world delivering humanitarian relief.  

In a blog post to SJC students, Baldino 
urged other nursing majors to consider the 
nurse Corps Candidate Program. In her typical 
ebullient style, she wrote: “Since I am often 
asked ‘why,’ I now present to you the top five 
reasons I decided to join the nCP (in order 
of priority): world travel, humanitarian relief 
efforts, earning/paying for my master’s degree, 
pride and distinction, and I look really, really 
good in dark blue and earth tones.”

Watch Danielle Baldino’s story on video 
at www.sjc.edu/youtube.

DanIelle BalDInO ’11: In the navy!
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KaThY LY ’11: Meaningful Encounters 

Sitting across from her new friend — struggling to 
communicate with his limited grasp of english and 
her Japanese — something in kathy ly shifted. “It 
just hit me: no matter how strange we might seem 
to one another, we are pretty much the same 
underneath.” And so began the awakening of her 
global perspective, the understanding that the 
world is a small place after all. 

“living in Japan changed so much in me,” 
she said. “the world used to seem huge, but something about going far 
away made everything seem closer.” the “something” ly describes is what 
she calls the “commonality of all people.” It hit her time and again during 
her two semesters abroad. “Whenever I met someone, I went through this 
process of discovering how much we were really alike,” she explained. 
“here I was, an American girl in a Japanese city, having these meaningful 
encounters; on one hand, the people I was meeting were so foreign. On the 
other, they were recognizable.”

As an International Studies major, ly was required to study abroad. When 
the time came to choose a country and a program she didn’t hesitate: “I’ve 
always been fascinated with Japanese culture and knew from the start it 
was my number one choice.” throughout her studies at kanda university 
of International Studies in the city of makuhari, she made the most of the 
opportunities presented. “every day there was something new to do or 
someone new to meet,” she said. “the classes were tough but I came out of 
it being able to communicate pretty comfortably in Japanese.” 

ly threw herself into the culture, making friends and socializing like a 
typical Japanese college student. “We went out a lot, and that’s where 
I met some of the most interesting people,” she said, including her 
previously mentioned friend, a nationally ranked swimmer. “We met in a 
nightclub, got to talking and became friends,” ly said. “We bonded over 
the fact that we had a mutual love of each other’s culture. he had been 
to America to train, and here I was in Japan, a country I’ve always been 
fascinated with. As much as we struggled with the language, we learned a 
lot from each other.”

For the girl who was so hesitant to leave home that she chose Saint 
Joseph College in part for its proximity to family, ly has evolved beyond 
her own expectations. “I couldn’t imagine I’d be like I am now, so much 
more independent and capable,” she said. 

leaving her home, country, and all she knew made ly understandably 
nervous, “But I was ready,” she recalled. “I really, really wanted to do 
this.” And she has not regretted a second of her adventure. In fact, “this 
study abroad is the only reason I have any plan after graduation. I love that 
country. I’m going back,” she said.

As ly finishes up her final semester, she is staying connected to 
the friends she made in Japan and applying through various programs 
to return to teach english. “I want to spend my 20s living abroad and 
exploring other cultures,” she said. “I won’t be content otherwise.”

Watch Kathy Ly’s story on video at www.sjc.edu/youtube.
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as discouraged as she was by her final Biochemistry grade, Chris-ann 
Miller couldn’t help but feel a glimmer of excitement about the future. “I 
really do believe God brought me to Saint Joseph College for a reason,” 
she said. “I knew there had to be a greater plan.” the plan came in the 
form of a faculty member’s observation: “I was sitting with Dr. (Diane) 
Dean going over my final exam. One of the questions was about the 
biochemistry of carbohydrates and she really liked my analysis.” a 
deeper conversation between professor and student inspired Chris-ann 
to look at her future in a whole new way.

“I came to Saint Joseph College for the nursing program, so it was 
really difficult when I didn’t pass Biochemistry,” she recalled. “I mean, I 
worked really hard in that course. I was at the Cae (Center for academic 
excellence) every day for extra help.” But out of that struggle came the 
direction she feels she was destined to discover: a career in nutrition and 
Dietetics. looking back, it makes perfect sense. “I always understood 
the way food works with the body,” Miller said, a skill she attributes to 
her upbringing in Jamaica. “My grandmother is what we call an ‘herbalist 
doctor.’ She prescribes food to cure different illnesses. I didn’t know it 
then, but she sees food from a biochemical perspective.”

Currently in her junior year, Miller feels she is headed in the right 
professional direction. “ultimately, I want to be a registered dietician 
in a clinical setting and use food as a form of healing. I  believe that on 
a chemical level, unprocessed food can prevent illnesses and help heal 
the body,” she said. “the Biochemistry course forced me to look at the 
science of food in a way I never did before.” 

those who know her might say the way she turned a supposed 
“failure” into a success is typical Chris-ann Miller behavior. “Chris-
ann has a lot of determination and is an extremely hard worker,” said 
kathleen Socha of the Cae. “She’s been relentless in her attempts 
to pursue her goals at Saint Joseph College.” these traits rise to the 
surface when Miller talks about her past, about coming to this country as 
a young high school student and leaving her mother and sister behind. 

“It’s not easy being here without my mother but I feel like she is 
always with me, inside me all the time,” she said. Drawing on that sense 
of support, Miller works through the loneliness and homesickness. When 
asked if Saint Joseph College has become her second home, she shakes 
her head. “home is with my mother, but I’m here to get an education 
and determined to succeed. Besides, my mother always says, ‘Your nose 
has to run if you want to do well.’ I take that to mean life is hard and you 
might cry sometimes, but in the end, good comes.”

Miller feels that her life at SJC is preparing her well for the future. 
“they teach us to think critically here and to rely on ourselves,” she 
said. “I am discovering my strengths through my academics and that’s 
the most important thing. I learned here that I am my own leader. I don’t 
need someone to push me — I can lead myself.”

Watch Chris-Ann Miller’s story on video at www.sjc.edu/youtube.

ChriS-ann MiLLEr ’12: Being her Own Leader 
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Standing at the 
entrance of York 
Correctional Facility, 
Jillian Schiller was 
understandably 
nervous. In a just a 
few minutes she’d be 
in a building filled with 
convicted criminals, 

women whose lives and experiences were 
almost beyond the scope of belief. Would the 
environment be secure? threatening? What 
exactly was she getting herself into? Schiller 
took a breath and entered, starting a journey 
that was to have an immeasurable impact on the 
way in which she would view humanity from that 
point on.

As a Psychology major in the College’s new 
criminal justice concentration, Schiller knew she 
wanted to focus her efforts in rehabilitation. 
“At the root of everyone there is good,” she 
said, a belief she values in practice as much as 
in theory. Wanting some hands-on experience, 
Schiller arranged a semester-long field study at 
York, the state’s only women’s prison. twice a 
week she worked with a psychologist, following 
on rounds and meeting with inmates. She 
participated in individual and group counseling 
sessions, hearing firsthand accounts of lives 
destroyed by violence and abuse. 

“It was hard not to get too attached to 
some of the prisoners, especially the youthful 
offenders,” she said. “they were the most 
difficult emotionally, because they are so young. 
It seemed like they were just born into these 
terrible circumstances and never had a chance 

for a happy life.” Schiller worked to maintain a 
professional distance and focused on learning 
techniques to help the prisoners move on, 
despite the difficulty of their circumstances. 

the semester came to a close and Schiller 
earned her three credits, yet she felt that 
her time at York wasn’t done. “I signed up 
to volunteer for Willow, a religious program 
developed for long-term prisoners,” she 
explained. every tuesday night Schiller (along 
with her grandparents, who are long-time York 
volunteers) meets with an inmate to discuss 
topics related to grief and loss, boundaries, and 
healthy relationships. the work is tough but 
inspiring: “I’ve learned a lot about myself and 
others. I’m the type of person who wants to fix 
things, but I’m in a position where I can’t do that. 
Instead, I have to help the inmate arrive at her 
own solution and learn about herself.”

But Schiller’s deepest change happened 
within. “It’s a matter of perspective,” she 
explained. “I look at the world differently and 
am much more understanding of people’s 
situations. Before, I might have seen someone as 
being flawed. But now I look at it as: who am I to 
judge?” 

As she looks to her future, Schiller is 
considering two options: law enforcement or 
social work. “Being inside the prison and seeing 
how many people need help made me want to 
step up.” While she may not be able to “fix it,” 
Schiller can indeed contribute her compassion 
and expertise to being part of the solution.

Watch Jillian Schiller’s story on video at 
www.sjc.edu/youtube.

In spite of a tough economy, most graduates of Saint 
Joseph College have been successful in the job market 
— and those who haven't yet landed that "perfect job" 
remain undaunted thanks to their experience at the 
school.

Kate Viner ’10 found her dream job as a gallery 
coordinator for Winter Associates in Plainville about 
three months after graduation. She goes into homes 
and appraises furniture and artwork and said her 
degrees in art history and business administration 
“absolutely prepared me” for the job. “That’s why I 
got a dual degree,” she said. “I have to know antiques 
and that’s where the art degree comes in and I need 
the business side to do the valuing for auctions.” 
Viner said she worked at the Wadsworth Atheneum 
in Hartford and at a marketing firm before landing 
where she wanted to be all along.

“My advisors at the College, especially my mentor, 
(Art History Professor) Dorothy Keller, were hard on 
me but it prepared me for how it is,” Viner said. She 
credited Professors Steven Jarett and Eric Chen for 
preparing her for the business side of her work. “It’s 
like a family there,” she said. “I can go back and it’s 
like I never left.”

Eileen Parisi ’04, M’07 found her dream job, too, 
but it took a bit longer. “I owned a restaurant in 
Winsted for 20 years and sold it. I had worked too 

many holidays and weekends,” said the mother of 
two. Parisi entered SJC to pursue a B.A. in English 
and also began substitute teaching and doing 
volunteer work at her children’s schools. She found 
that she loved subbing, especially in the special 
education classes, so after earning her bachelor’s, 
Parisi started a master’s in Special Education.

She is now a special education teacher and 
coordinator of the intensive learning program at 
Northwestern Regional School District No. 7 and 
credits her SJC training for making it possible. “The 
master’s was extremely difficult and challenging, 
but it worked for me,” she said. “I go back to my 
sources constantly — files, textbooks, syllabi, field 
studies, notes from courses — and I still talk with 
my professors. They are tremendous resources. They 
don’t stand still and I really credit them with helping 
me do a better job.”

Her advice to job seekers is to “get your foot in 
the door by subbing and volunteering to help build 
a network so that when a job appears you’ve got an 
inside track.” From where she is now, Parisi said, “I’m 
very happy with my work. There’s a special moment 
or two every day. Your rewards are when you see 
your kids progressing in some way. Those are magical 
moments.”

Molly Moskal graduated in 2008 with a degree 
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in Business Management. She said job hunting was 
rough, but she found a job with GDA Consultants in 
Longmeadow, Mass., six months after graduation.

“It was difficult to find a position at that time,” 
Moskal said, “but I eventually found one I very much 
enjoy and have been working at for two years. I work 
for a consulting firm that provides grant writing 
and project management services to non-profits 
nationwide who are looking to build affordable 
housing. My SJC experience helped me maintain my 
confidence, even as I was getting discouraged during 
my job search. I knew that throughout my four years 
at SJC, I had developed a valuable skill set that would 
benefit my employer.”

Elizabeth Morin ’06 and Jacquelyne Boucher 
’08, M’10 took a look at the tough job market and 
decided to bolster their resumes by going to graduate 
school. Morin graduated with a B.A. in Sociology 
and is closing in on a master’s degree in Information 
and Library Science at Southern Connecticut State 
University. She’s been working full time at Valassis, 
a direct mail advertising firm in Windsor, while 
studying at Southern. 

The initial search for the library position she 
wants has not been promising. “I would like to work 
in what is called a special library … often found 
in museums, archives, historical societies, large 
corporations, hospitals,” she said. “In my field there 
are not a lot of job openings right now.” Still, she’s 
determined to be a librarian and looks back fondly on 
her undergraduate days.

At SJC, she said, she was surrounded by strong, 
focused, and intelligent students and a faculty that 
“strengthened my love of knowledge. I was born with 
a natural curiosity and it was something I carried with 
me my whole life, but my professors at Saint Joe’s really 
knew how to encourage and reward it. Ultimately, 
I decided to make knowledge my career choice. I’ll 
always be proud to have SJC as my alma mater.”

Boucher finished her undergraduate studies with 
degrees in History and Art History and stayed on at 
SJC to earn a master’s degree in Education, which 
she completed in December. She is certified to teach 
in grades 7 through 12 and would like to teach social 
studies or become involved in museum education, 
perhaps as a director of curriculum.

She said the College was not initially her first 
choice, but that was before she toured the campus. “I 
came on campus and it was so tight-knit, so friendly,” 
she said. “I loved the atmosphere.” That’s all it took. 
Boucher commuted from her parents’ home in 
Southington for her first two years and then moved 
on campus. 

Jackie Pointer ’10 is a nurse at Hartford 
Hospital’s emergency room. She thinks Saint Joseph 
College got her there. “When I was applying for 
the position as graduation time approached, I was 
nervous,” she said. “The job market for RNs was 
very competitive despite the hospital needs. In 
the end, I think that Hartford Hospital expects a 
lot from SJC graduates and I think my education 
gave me the edge up on the competition. SJC gave 
me the baseline of knowledge to begin my nursing 
career in one of the busiest emergency rooms in 
Connecticut.” Pointer plans to return to Saint 
Joseph College for her master’s degree.

Siobhan Kelly ’10 was excited to graduate with 
a B.A. in English, but uncertain about her original 
plan to become a teacher.  Graduate school was too 
expensive and she was a bit tired of school anyway. 
“I craved real-life experience. I felt ready to take on 
the job market, to start shaking things up in my life 
rather than stick with my routine of school, school, 
school. I needed a new focus. So I came up with a 
plan,” she said.

The plan “was to work as a teacher’s aide or para-
educator to see if I liked working at a school. That 
way I would know if I wanted to go back and get 
certified to teach, or if I wanted to try something else 
entirely. I was worried that I would have a hard time 
finding something near where I live in Vermont, but 
it really wasn’t that difficult. I found an awesome job 
Web site for educators and had my first interview at a 
school by July.”

She was offered the job and has been working 
in the special education department at a local 
middle school with an eighth grader who has Down 
syndrome. She attends classes with him and helps 
adapt the normal curriculum for him. “We play 
games, argue, and I try to teach and show him new 
things and most of the time I don’t even feel like I’m 
working,” Kelly said. 

“There is almost never a day when I don’t use 
something or think of something I learned during 
my time at Saint Joseph College,” Kelly said. “Even 
if I don’t get to have serious discussions about 
literary theory or political philosophy, I still think 
that learning all of that helped me to feel confident 
in my ability to view problems from a number of 
different perspectives. I am able to use the critical 
thinking skills I was taught to solve real problems I 
come across in my day-to-day life. I am still not sure 
whether I’ll go on to be a teacher or an astronaut, but 
whatever I do I know that I’ll do well because Saint 
Joe’s showed me that I already have all the tools I 
need to be successful."     

When Randy Ewart used yellow and blue 
highlighters to distinguish between the X factor and 
the Y factor while teaching a seventh grade math 
class, it helped the student in his class with Asperger 
Syndrome grasp the concept. He had learned the 
technique in a course at the College’s new Autism 
Spectrum Disorders (ASD) Graduate Certificate 
program. 

“If you use color coding for all students, some 
don’t need it because they get it,” said Ewart, a math 
teacher at Great Path Academy in Manchester. “What 
we find is what works in special education works for 
all students.”

Ewart has taken four of the five courses offered 
through the ASD program and says it has helped him 
be a better teacher to all his students. “Anything you 
can do to bridge the gap for kids – that’s the whole 
concept of special education. You problem-solve and 
help people get past whatever is holding them back,” 
he said. “I’ve always tried to do that, but I’m able to 
take it to another level with this problem-solving 
approach from the assisted technology course.” 
Ewart, whose 4-year-old son has ASD, is working 
toward a master’s degree in Special Education with 
an ASD specialization.

The College launched the program in 2009 after 
hiring Assistant Professor John Molteni, Ph.D., 
BCBA, to serve as director of the Institute for 
Autism and Behavioral Studies. The consultant who 
helped create the program said the College would be 
lucky to get Molteni because of his deep and broad 
background with Autism Spectrum Disorders and 
applied behavior analysis. 

In addition to his Ph.D. in Clinical Child 
Psychology, Molteni is a licensed psychologist and 
a doctoral-level Board Certified Behavior Analyst 
who has developed instructional and behavioral 

programs for children, adolescents and young adults 
with autism. He has done clinical and consulting 
work in public and nonpublic schools, residential 
treatment facilities, inpatient psychiatric units and 
elsewhere and has taught at multiple universities in 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. 

He embraced the chance to direct this program 
and teach the teachers, he said, because he felt he 
would have a greater impact educating a receptive 
audience of professionals than consulting when a 
problem arose. “It makes my life easier to work with 

dr. John molteni teaches 
a graduate class on 
autism: nature and 
Characteristics. 
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purple, her favorite color, as often as possible. She loved wearing new outfits to 
school and arranging her softly curling brown hair.

When she became a teenager, Mimi began training in Gengras’ work 
programs. She eventually was in a supervised program that delivered campus 
mail. Later, she tried out jobs in the laundry at The McAuley, the retirement home 
adjacent to campus, and stores like TJ Maxx and Toys R Us.

But the event that everyone who knows Mimi talks about is graduation last 
June. Dressed in blue caps and gowns — the College’s color — Gengras’ graduates 
sat on the stage in the Hoffman Auditorium to celebrate their journeys and their 
progress. Mimi won the citizenship award and later was the center of attention at a 
family graduation party. “It was a great year,” her mother recalled.

The Gepharts, once reluctant to pull their daughter from Rocky Hill’s public 
schools, have since recommended Gengras to other families.  

In a year of milestones, Mimi knew exactly how she wanted to celebrate her 
22nd birthday: visit her friends at The Gengras Center. “She knows lots of kids. It 
was a lovely day,” Gephart said.

By supporting The Gengras Center, you support students like Mimi. To make a gift, 
contact Karen Hoke (at khoke@sjc.edu or 860.231.5363) or visit www.sjc.edu/giving.

“The Gengras Center is how every school should be,” 
Kim Gephart said as she recalled the 14 years her 
daughter, Mimi, spent there. At the College’s Gengras 
Center, she blossomed into a smiling young woman 
with friends all over the building.

“She’s been here longer than I have,“ Michelle 
Lestrud, the assistant director, said.  

But when school started last fall, Mimi had 
graduated and moved on to a program run by the 
Middletown Association for Retarded Citizens. 
For the first time in 14 years, Mimi Gephart wasn’t 
at Gengras. What greeted the staff instead was a 
heartfelt two-page letter from Mimi’s mother: “I just 
had to let you all know as you begin a new school year 
that you are all special and amazing people for what 
you do every day. So when you are on lockdown with 
an uncontrollable student or you don’t think you are 
making any progress … remember Mimi Gephart 
and the Class of 2010 sitting up on that graduation 
stage with their accomplishments and their bright 
futures in front of them. You made that happen!” 

Kathleen Walsh, who had been Mimi’s life skills 
teacher for three years, remembered seeing the letter 
on the counter in the main office: “It gave you that 
reminder of what you do and why you do it … that 
what you do is meaningful.”

She said Mimi’s family had supported the school 
enthusiastically. And Mimi, she said, “brought a 
smile to everyone’s face.” Lestrud agreed that Mimi’s 
parents always encouraged her at home to be more 
independent. “They saw her future had many options, 
as long as we worked together,” she said.

For Mimi’s mother, what made Gengras special 
was the wide range of opportunities. Mimi, who 
is intellectually disabled, and her classmates took 
frequent field trips, including one memorable jaunt 
to Broadway to see The Wizard of Oz. She said when 
Mimi started at Gengras, “She made a 360-degree 
turn in her behavior, her studies, and her progress.” 
She learned to “use her words” and to be more 
flexible, Walsh said.

One of Mimi’s favorite times was “Coffee Shop 
Friday,” where a group of students plan a menu and 
run a small operation serving students and staff. “I 
can’t say enough nice things about Gengras,” Gephart 
said. “The teachers really know the students.” While 
at Gengras, Mimi benefitted from working with the 
same staff of social workers, teachers, aides, and 
therapists for speech, occupational skills and physical 
movement, Lestrud said.

Mimi and her classmates sang at school talent 
shows, rehearsed for Christmas programs, and 
dressed up for school dances. Mimi would wear 

one Family's Journey through the gengras Center 

Seizing a Bright future

By sue simoneau

gengras graduate mimi gephart (right) with her mother, Kim.

motivated people,” he said. “I give the pre-service 
training rather than the in-service training.” 

Fulfilling a need

In the short time since the program began, 
“interest has exceeded our expectations,” said Daniel 
Nussbaum, Ph.D., dean, School of Graduate and 
Professional Studies. “We hit a nerve. By focusing on 
ASD and capitalizing on the other expertise at Saint 
Joseph, it resonates with people. It was an idea whose 
time had come.” 

The College drew from faculty in the Special 
Education, Psychology, and Human Development 
and Family Studies departments to provide an 
interdisciplinary approach to educating students 
about ASD, he said.

Roger Frant, Ph.D., former education consultant 
with the state Department of Education, worked as 
a consultant for the College after retiring. He helped 
write the proposal to seek state approval for the 
program and felt SJC had the educational resources to 
help meet the need. The College’s Special Education 
program has a strong reputation throughout the 
state, Frant said, and on campus, The Gengras Center 
for special education students provides a learning lab 
for the College’s students. 

Nussbaum agreed: “I saw that Saint Joseph College 
had an unusual set of competencies and expertise, 
which, when brought together, could make a unique 
contribution when dealing with autistic children 
and adults. The Gengras Center allows us a great 
opportunity for hands-on observation and laboratory 
experience that’s very much integrated.” 

In addition to being the first college in the state to 
develop and offer a 15-credit graduate level certificate 
for ASD, the College also offers a five-course, 
15-credit program in Applied Behavior Analysis that 
prepares students to sit for the certification exam to 
become a Board Certified Behavior Analyst. 

Graduate students who work as teachers said the 
need for research-based ASD education is exploding. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
estimates that an average of 1 in 110 children in the 
United States has ASD. State law requires inclusion 
of those with special needs in the least restrictive 
environment, and under a 2008 law, teachers will be 
required to complete coursework on autism and other 
developmental disabilities. 

“The number of kids (with ASD) has increased 
and yet the number of available training programs 
for professionals is very low,” Frant said. Southern 
Connecticut State University is the only other place 
in the state offering a master’s degree courses in ASD. 

“Most of today’s teachers probably have no more than 
one week of classes focused on autism,” he said.

Associate Professor of Education Kathleen M. 
Whitbread, Ph.D., who teaches in the ASD program, 
said that as a consultant in public schools, she finds 
that most teachers lack the formal training needed 
to work effectively with those with autism and help 
them reach their full potential. “You could be a great 
teacher for everyone else, but not with kids on the 
spectrum,” Whitbread said. “It’s not intuitive. They 
could be trying, but trying doesn’t cut it. You have to 
have training, high-quality training.”

Students expressed a hunger for information that 
will help them more fully educate their students. “I 
think it is important for somebody that works with 
autism to have as much knowledge as they can about 
behaviors seen with kids (or adults) on the spectrum,” 
said Sarah Hinman, who teaches at the Northwest 
Village School, a therapeutic school at the Wheeler 
Clinic in Plainville. Six of her seven students are 
on the spectrum and she loves working with them. 
Enrolled in her second of the five courses, she feels it 
has deepened her understanding of her students and 
how to effectively work with them. 

Another student, Monica Kitson, said she 
immediately put her new knowledge to use in her 
classroom at Northwest Village School: “I have a much 
better understanding of the kids, especially in my 
room. I really had no clue about it before. I have a better 
understanding of the need for structure, not rigidity.”

While most of the students are teachers, having a 
child with autism prompted Randy Ewart to switch 
from pursuing a Ph.D. to this ASD program so that he 
can better understand his son, Gabriel, and others like 
him. “Parents shouldn’t have to take master’s classes 
to understand autism, but that’s what’s happening,” 
he said. “This summer, I took John’s assessment class. 
It was only this summer that I was able to understand 
the test results we had gotten for Gabriel.” 

“What’s striking to me, we’ve had the autism issue 
around for a long time, but they still haven’t figured 
out how to provide the support the kids need for the 
social impairment,” Ewart said.

Molteni’s goal is to get a range of professionals 
to work together to help meet childrens' needs. “The 
biggest need that I see is for people to be able to 
collaborate a little bit more. You can’t fit someone in a 
box that already exists. You have to redesign the box,” 
Molteni said. “Across the lifespan, we don’t always 
think about how we can do this differently. This is 
about skill building, not about managing people: 
it's about where we want this individual to go and 
planning for that.”  

Graduate 
students 
who work 
as teachers 
said the need 
for research-
based AsD 
education is 
exploding.
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WOWSaige Dupont ’13 candidly describes her first 
semester at SJC: “I had a tough time. I was used to 
having my close friends nearby but here I was in 
a new place where I didn’t really know anyone; I 
just wasn’t happy. Usually, I’m an upbeat person 
but there’s so much transition when you go away to 
college.” Dupont decided to explore Buddhism. “I 
attended a meditation retreat which gave me hope 
and inner peace,” she said. “Buddhism is a truth 
for me — more of a philosophy than a faith. It was 
there where I met Ajahn Thanasanti, a Buddhist 

nun. I wanted to bring 
her to campus and share 
her perspective with SJC 
students.” 

As a WOW student 
leader, Dupont did exactly 
that. “Love, Spirituality 
and Prayer” provided 
an introduction to the 
Buddhist tradition and 
cultivated partnerships 
with Father Joseph 

Cheah, OSM, Ph.D., assistant professor of Religious 
Studies; Agnes Curry, Ph.D., associate professor of 
Philosophy; and Sister Kathleen Dorney, director 
of Campus Ministry. “Faculty find it beneficial 
when students experience complementary 
programming that relates to topics taught in the 
classroom. Connecting firsthand with a Buddhist 
nun resonated with Father Joe’s Religions of the 
East class,” Dupont said. “I’m personally interested 
in how a balanced outlook — exercise, nutrition, 
healthy mind and spirit — enlightens your life. As a 
WOW leader, I can empower other students.”

Beth Cocola, APRN, director of Health 
Services, and Meredith Yuhas, Ph.D., director 
of the Counseling and Wellness Center, are the 
WOW staff coordinators. Cocola commented, 

“Outreach opportunities are a win-win. WOW 
leaders value faculty/staff collaborations; upcoming 
programs on body image and alcohol awareness 
reflect this. Community partners, such as AIDS 
Project Hartford and the YWCA, will bring added 
dimension to future WOW events.”  

Along with Dupont, other WOW student leaders 
include Jocelyn Brown ’13, Scarlett Carroll ’13, 
Allyson Cooper ’13, and Danielle Diaz ’11. Yuhas 
said, “Students leaders participated in an extensive 
interview and training process that included 30+ 
hours on prevention, physical and mental health, 
college wellness, presentation skills, diversity, and 
basic peer counseling skills.”

WOW leaders inform their peers about 
health and wellness issues through innovative 
programming and educational outreach on a 
variety of topics: stress/anxiety, sleep, tobacco 
use, alcohol, eating disorders, self-esteem, sexual 
assault prevention, and holistic health. The program 
provides a caring peer network to support and 
promote healthy living while serving as a resource 
for all students on the SJC campus. Cocola said, 
“WOW student leaders are also expected to be 
role models, exemplify Mercy Values, and foster 
favorable outcomes in the lives of their peers. 
They are not trained to provide counseling, but to 
explore wellness concerns, problem-solve, and make 
referrals to appropriate professionals.”

According to Yuhas, “For the short time that 
WOW has been active, an impressive amount of 
outreach has already been accomplished by the five 
WOW student leaders who all work well together. 
One will take the lead on a project, but the entire 
group pitches in to support and execute creative 
programming that engages our students.” 

To learn more about WOW, search 
Womenofwellness Saint Joe’s on Facebook.

WoW student leaders, 
from left to right, are: 
scarlett Carroll ‘13, 
allyson Cooper ‘13, 
Jocelyn Brown ‘13, 
danielle diaz ’11 and 
saige dupont ’13.

The WOW Factor:     

Health and Wellness at SJC
By Cheryl A. rosenfield

Women of Wellness (WOW) student leaders encourage their peers to develop 
responsible attitudes toward important health and wellness issues, along with 
recognizing when to seek professional advice. The WOW program kicked off 
at the start of the fall semester and has made significant strides in positively 
enhancing the mind, body, and spirit of the campus community.  

At the start of the school year, the College welcomed 
the largest number of residential students in its 78-
year history — a “happy” problem that took some 
labor and ingenuity to resolve. “Last spring, we had 
365 students living on campus,” said Tamara O’Day 
Stevens, assistant dean for retention and engagement 
and director of residential life and housing. “This fall, 
we had 426.” So what’s to be done with 61 additional 
students? That’s what Stevens and the housing team 
spent their summer figuring out.

“We accommodated the additional students by 
converting existing space,” she explained. “We turned 
doubles into triples and lounges into living space.” 
With a record number of triples, you’d think tensions 
would run high. Not necessarily. Some students, like 
the group in Madonna 105, like the closeness that 
comes from living in greater numbers. “We support 
each other,” said Dalene Richards ’12.

The rise in residential students is attributed to 
several factors: record enrollment, increased retention 
rates, and, interestingly enough, the new residence 
halls. North and South Hall, with their suite-style 
living, have inspired more juniors and seniors to stay 
in campus housing. 

Senior Nursing student Jisanni Baez ’11 concurs: 
“Being a resident on campus, I feel a stronger tie to 
the SJC community and to the Nursing program. I 
feel that living on campus provides me with a wealth 
of opportunities and a greater exposure to students in 
other majors.”

Rachel D'Antonio '11 takes viewers on a 
tour, including her own room, in "Radical 
Rae from SJC" at www.sjc.edu/youtube.

top:  First-year students 
serena Cochran, Jessica 
Kmetz, and michele 
Chenard live in a madonna 
triple.

above: residents from 
madonna 105 (from left to 
right): Kameshia Cooper 
’12, Chris-ann miller ’12, 
and delene richards ’12.

left: stacy rakyta ‘13 
(left), one of the residents 
in a triple, spends time 
with a visiting friend, 
sarah French.

Dorm Life 
Draws 
Biggest Group 
Yet 
By Laura sheehan
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WhaT dO YOu LiKE BEST aBOuT ThE 
SJC dining haLL?

“I like that there’s always something different 
— and it’s all yummy.” — Elizabeth Plummer ’14

“I like the variety of the food offered. There’s 
never nothing to eat.” — Julie Pattyson ’14

“The Global station is my favorite because it’s 
made to order.” — Melody Smith ’14

“I’m a vegetarian and I like the fact that they 
offer a lot of options. It’s not hard to be a 
vegetarian here.” — Christina Syrotiuk ’13

“I like the fact that 
they offer a culturally 
diverse menu, like the 
other day they had 
Asian stir fry.” 
— Antonia Jackson ’13 

“I like the wide variety 
and the fact that they 
cater to healthier 
options — they take care 
of everyone’s taste.” 
— Connie-Sue Larcher ’13

this is not your Parents’ 
College Cafeteria!
By Laura sheehan

By 10 a.m. the kitchen was bursting with activity. What looked to be seven or eight 
different professionals — chefs, bakers, and food prep workers — moved from 
chopping block to mixer to oven with flawless precision. This was a typical day 
in the College dining hall as employees of Bon Appétit Management Company 
prepared the day’s cuisine. Under the guidance of Executive Chef Derek Roy, the 
culinary team set out a menu made predominately from local, fresh ingredients. 
The pizza dough Roy was spinning into pies came from wheat grown in 
Massachusetts. Likewise, the marinara sauce and vegetable toppings were from 
local farms throughout the region.

Bon Appétit’s approach to food preparation is simple: “We utilize fresh, 
seasonal ingredients grown by local farmers in food made from scratch,” said 
General Manager Richard Frost. The company is serious about sustainability, 
purchasing produce, meat, and dairy from local farms, and developing programs 
that make the entire College community mindful of its carbon footprint. But most 
importantly, the food is, quite simply, delicious: Bon Appétit!

Food drive Friday 

inspired to dine on campus? Consider a Friday lunch, where $3 of the $6 
dining fee supports programs affiliated with the office of Community & Civic 
engagement:

• Mercy Housing and Shelter (Catherine’s Place)
• Community Partners in Action (The Resettlement Program)
• Flowing River — mercy Place

thanks, Bon appétit, for supporting the College’s core value of 
community service!

Elizabeth Plummer ’14, Julie Pattyson ’14, and Melody Smith ’14 
grab an early lunch.

left: Peggy gadomski, 
director of operations, 
and richard Frost, general 
manager, oversee food 
services.

near right: Baker elizabeth 
thomas makes 14 dozen 
cookies, 200 dessert bars, 
and three to four cakes 
and pies every day.

Far right: executive Chef 
derek roy prepares pizza 
dough.

Get an inside look at dining services through “Radical Rae’s Campus 
Dining Tour” at www.sjc.edu/youtube.

20 Saint JoSeph College OutlOOk  
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dorothy Keller, Professor of Fine arts & Chair, 
Fine and Performing arts department

Professor Dorothy 
Keller’s one-month trip 
to China afforded her the 
opportunity to explore 
her academic interests and 
learn about new research 
and archeological finds. 
“Every time I travel, I 
grow in the process,” said 
Keller. “Traveling is a way 
to better understand one’s 
self.”  

While in the country, Keller toured many 
historic sites, including the Forbidden City in 
Beijing, Tiananmen Square, the Silk Road, and 
the tomb of Emperor Qin Shi Huangdi, which 
contains 8,125 life-like terra cotta warriors buried 
with the Emperor. In addition, Keller visited the 
Great Wall of China and traveled from Badaling to 
Juyong Guan. “I selected the area which provided 
the most spectacular vistas but was also the most 
challenging. In some parts it was precarious because 
the almost vertical steps were of varying heights,” 
said Keller. “The climb was a physical challenge, but 
the landscape was breath-taking. Pictures just don’t 
do it justice.”

 
michelle stronz, director of leadership 
studies, assistant Professor of management 
& leadership 
When Dr. Michelle Stronz first began developing the 
Global Women’s Leadership Institute in partnership 

with King Abdullah University of Science and 
Technology (KAUST) in Saudi Arabia, she never 
anticipated the sustained impact the program 
would have upon its participants and the global 
community. Fourteen women — six Americans and 
eight Saudis — participated in the 10-day leadership 
program focused on economic empowerment 
and sustainability, ethical decision-making, and 
leadership development. Stronz led the Institute and 
facilitated the leadership 
development and 
economic sustainability 
courses; she was joined 
by Dr. Nancy Billias, 
associate professor 
of Philosophy, who 
facilitated the ethical 
decision making course.  
A marine biologist from 
KAUST also presented to 
the group. 

The participants forged strong cross-cultural 
bonds, and many of the women continued to 
collaborate as they implemented leadership projects 
in their home communities. “The women in the 
group developed friendships and partnerships,” said 
Stronz. “They learned that they wanted many of the 
same things: healthy families, the freedom to choose 
careers, and the ability to pursue meaning in their 
lives.” While much of the group’s time was spent at 
KAUST, the group also visited Jeddah and other sites. 
Stronz particularly appreciated KAUST's generosity, 
as they funded the experience with a contract valued 
at $369,550.

Wayne steely, associate Professor of 
spanish
Dr. Wayne Steely set off for Peru to share 
his knowledge and to learn more about 
the Peruvian 
culture. While 
in Aerequipa, 
he presented 
two workshops 
to Peruvian 
teachers of 
English at 
the TESOL 
Peru National 
Conference: 
“Canadian 
Song: Combining Language, Culture, 
History, and Social Sciences” and “Talk 
like an All-Star: Sports Jargon in Everyday 
Speech.” 

After the conference, Steely visited 
various museums in the area, including 
the Santa Catalina museum, convent, 
and working monastery. “Although some 
of these were small museums, they were 
beautifully done and had wonderful 
artifacts,” said Steely. “The trip was very 
relaxing and educational.” In addition, 
Steely hiked to the well-known Condor 
Cross (or La Cruz del Condor), where 
the condors, the world’s largest flying 
birds, make their nests. “The views were 
breathtaking and the condors would come 
within 10-12 feet of us,” reflected Steely. “To 
see these enormous birds swooping and 
gliding was spectacular.” 

Catherine 
hoyser, 
Professor 
of english 
& director, 
Women’s 
studies
Like her 
colleagues, 
Dr. Catherine 
Hoyser 
embarked upon 

her journey to Cuba for academic reasons, 
but she also explored the country’s iconic 
sites. For nine days in August, she visited 
Havana and met with individuals to 

discuss art and gender issues, two of her 
academic interests. 

Hoyser conversed with HIV/AIDS 
activists, the head of the National 
Library, a renowned scholar on Afro-
Cuban religion, young writers, poets, 
and university students. One evening, 
she dined at the home of one of her 
interviewees; not only did Hoyser enjoy 
delicious food, but she also learned how 
to cook a four-course meal on three 
stove burners. “The best part of the 
trip was spending time with wonderful 
people,” said Hoyser. “They opened their 
homes and they were so generous with 
so very little.” While in Cuba, Hoyser 
also toured many of the neighborhoods 
in Havana, Revolution Square, and El 
Floridita, a restaurant frequented by Ernest 
Hemingway. 

Pamela trotman reid, President, 
Professor of Psychology
In June, 
President 
Pamela 
Trotman Reid 
traveled to 
Muscat, Oman, 
to meet with 
administrators, 
faculty, and 
staff at Sultan 
Qaboos 
University to 
explore the 
possibility of conducting collaborative 
research with the institution. While there, 
she met with the vice-chancellor of the 
university and the dean of education, 
toured the Child Study Center, and visited 
the University’s historical exhibits. “It was 
wonderful to travel to the Middle East to 
learn about and understand the differences 
between our cultures and the challenges we 
share as educators,” said Reid. Although 
Reid spent the majority of her stay on 
campus, she had some opportunity to visit 
the downtown area of the city. “I left Oman 
with an appreciation for delicious Arabian 
dates and coffee, the incredible beauty of 
the country, and the kindness of the people 
at SQU,” said Reid.

Jessyka scoppetta, Writing Center 
Coordinator, Center for academic 
excellence
In June, Jessyka Scoppetta traveled to South 
Africa to immerse herself in the fervor of 
one of the world’s most highly anticipated 
sporting events: the 2010 World Cup. 
Scoppetta attended five matches in the 
Round of 16. An avid soccer player, she not 
only enjoyed watching the games, but also 
liked being part of a larger world culture. 
“During the Argentina game, the section 
next to us was all Argentina fans. They had 
a full band and there was music, singing, 
dancing, and chanting. It was so cool and so 
different,” said Scoppetta. 

While in Cape Town, Scoppetta also 
toured the District 6 Museum and ate a 
traditional dinner at a cooking school in 
the township. “It was really neat to actually 
make the food and meet the people living 
in the township who ran the school,” said 
Scoppetta. “I enjoyed learning about the 
history of the township while giving back 
to the community.” In addition, Scoppetta 
took a safari in Kruger National Park, and 
en route to South Africa, she stopped in 
Cairo, Egypt, to see the Pyramids of Giza, 
the Egyptian Museum, and mosques. 

Agnes Curry, Associate Professor of 
Philosophy
For seven months, Dr. Agnes Curry 
immersed herself in the culture of South 
Africa, fostering her academic interests and 
engaging in service projects. Throughout 
her stay in Pretoria, Curry attended 
academic conferences and met with 
educators to further study the philosophical 
and political issues associated with race. 

During the last three months of her stay, 
Curry had the opportunity to teach English 
as a Second Language to women residing 
in a shelter for victims of domestic abuse 
and trafficking. Curry also led preschool 
programs for young children. On her last day 
at the shelter, the women organized a surprise 
party and sang to her, which remains one 
of Curry’s fondest memories. “In spite of 
horrific tragedies, there remains a welcoming 
feeling towards foreigners,” reflected Curry. 
“The South Africans are genuinely warm and 
have a high level of hospitality.” 

As the temperature drops and a dusting 

of snow lines the tree branches, people 

enjoy reminiscing about their favorite 

summertime memories. This past 

summer, seven members of the sJC 

faculty and staff traveled to a total 

of eight countries on three different 

continents. All returned with countless 

memories, encapsulated below in a 

“snapshot” of their adventures:
Jessyka scoppetta and her husband, 

Jason leroux, on safari in south africa
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Right from the very beginning, Dr. Karen Palmunen 
was captivated by the power of languages: “As a 
child, I saw them as secret codes. Later, I grew to 
see language study as a vehicle for intercultural 
communication. My interest in cultures and 
communication can be partly explained by world 
events during my high school and college years: the 
Cold War, the Vietnam War, President Kennedy’s 
promotion of the Peace Corps, as well as by a high 
school World History teacher who inspired many of 
us to pursue international studies. In high school and 
college, I studied French and German, but ultimately 
focused on French because it was a more widely 
spoken language, with connections to cultures across 
five continents.”

A member of the Saint Joseph College faculty 
since 1972 who has also served as director of the 
French program since 1988, Palmunen’s background 
includes a bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Kansas followed by a year’s study at L’Université de 
Bordeaux, France. She earned her M.A. and Ph.D. 
from Brown University, with a focus on 19th 
century French literature. Palmunen 
reflected, “While completing 
my doctorate at Brown, 
I taught French 
III and IV 
and was 

deeply affected by the insights of the Feminist 
Movement. That influenced my choice of dissertation 
topic — Mothers and Daughters in the Fiction of 
Madame de Staël — and later on, would lead me to a 
career at a women’s college.” 

 Honored by the College as the 2007 recipient of 
the John J. Stack Award for Teaching Excellence, 
Palmunen cites her mother as her most profound 
influence. “Throughout my childhood, I was 
convinced that no one had a more admirable mother 
than I. Growing up during an era when the most 
likely and highly esteemed career options for women 
were teaching and nursing, my mother combined 
both professions as a teacher of nurses,” said 
Palmunen. “Initially, I wanted to be a nurse myself, 
but instead I followed my mother into the classroom. 
My mother and I often talked about service and the 
contributions people could make 
at different times 

in their lives. When she passed away in January 2010 after 10 long 
years battling Alzheimer’s disease, I felt like I was entering a new 
phase. It was time to plan my retirement from the classroom — 
perhaps explore what else life had to offer and uncover new talents 
and service opportunities.”  

Preparing for this transition inspired Palmunen to reflect on 
the considerable changes she’s observed in the field of foreign 
language education: “During the early 1970s, language courses 
focused less on communication, more on grammar and literature. 
Currently, foreign language standards include teaching the Five 
C’s: Communication, Culture, Connections, Comparisons, and 
Communities. As for technology, years ago the extent of it was a 
language lab with reel-to-reel tapes. Right now, it’s a whole new 
world with Blackboard, wireless classrooms and SMART Boards. 
I use authentic French Internet sites, YouTube, vocabulary and 
grammar PowerPoint presentations, and electronic portfolios to 
enrich my classes.”

Throughout her 39-year tenure at the College, Palmunen has 
appreciated the institution’s “steadfast commitment to providing 
students with cultural experiences, both inside and outside the 
classroom. I’ve led student trips to France, Montreal, and New York 
City. We’ve attended plays, art exhibitions, French films, the Cirque 
du Soleil … and have eaten our way through numerous French 
breakfasts and international food events. I think it’s important to 
introduce students to another culture through personal contact 
and stimulation of their senses.”

Serving as director of the First-Year Seminar (FYS) since its 
inception nearly 10 years ago has been a significant highlight of 

Palmunen’s career at SJC. She said, “It’s 
difficult to put into words 

how meaningful   
  

 

this experience has been for me. Initially, I was drawn to the 
interdisciplinary and collegial components of the project. 
Furthermore, I enjoy working with first-year students who arrive 
on campus eager to take on new challenges while often in need 
of some guidance and reassurance. It is especially rewarding 
to observe the students bond in class and develop increased 
confidence as they hone their skills ... It has been so satisfying to 
watch FYS become an institution on campus — a program that is 
recognized both regionally and internationally for its effectiveness 
and originality.”

Palmunen has also been actively involved in interdisciplinary 
studies and collaborations. “Teaching French is itself an 
interdisciplinary initiative, combining language, literature, 
and culture,” she said. “In the 1970s, I taught a number of 
courses with faculty from other departments including Dr. 
Peter Brazeau (English) and Dr. Norma Konefal (Home 
Economics). During the 1990s, I formed the International 
Programs Coordinating Committee, a group of faculty and 
staff interested in internationalizing the SJC campus. The group 
met regularly until one of our members, Dr. Shyamala Raman, 
developed the International Project, which evolved into the 
Office of International Studies and Programs. In recent years, I 
have collaborated with faculty on the annual Foreign Language 
Department Film Series, the World in Saint Joseph College 
International Fair, and International Education Week.”

Outside of the classroom, Palmunen enjoys French cooking, 
yoga, needlepoint, crossword puzzles and most importantly, her 
one-year-old grandson. When asked how she envisions her life 
following her May 2012 retirement, Palmunen said, “I would 
like to be a Literacy Volunteer, spend time with my children 
and grandchild, and contribute in some way to the fight against 
Alzheimer’s disease. Then, I hope my husband and I can travel — 
especially to France! I plan to do lots of reading and if I find I miss 
the classroom, I may teach a course as an adjunct.” 

            From her vantage point, Palmunen feels that 
cultures can best be understood through the lens of 

language. “For many cultures, language is a key 
part of both personal and national identity,” 

she said. “Being able and willing to 
exchange even simple greetings in 

another language is a show of 
respect for this identity; it 

builds trust between 
peoples and 

mutual under-
standing.”

Karen Palmunen, Ph.D. — 

“Sowing Good Services” for 39 Years
By Cheryl Rosenfield

“sow good 

services: sweet 

remembrances 

will grow from 

them.” 

  — madame 
de staël 

(1766–1817)
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The Power of Twain
By Laura sheehan

“For someone who’s been dead nearly a century, Mark Twain is having a pretty 
good week. His book debuted at number two on The New York Times best-seller 
list, an award in his name was given to Tina Fey, and here in West Hartford more 
than 350 people came out to hear four Twain scholars.” So noted Jeffrey Nichols, 
executive director of the Mark Twain House and Museum, at the opening of 
Mark Twain at 175: An American Icon Reconsidered, the sold-out symposium 
developed by the College’s own Twain scholar, Dr. Kerry Driscoll.

Originally scheduled for the Crystal Room, the symposium quickly outgrew 
the space and was moved to the 365-seat Hoffman Auditorium. “When I began 
planning this event last summer, I did so with very modest expectations, initially 
booking a room that holds about 75 people, estimating that perhaps 50 or 60 
people would show up,” Driscoll said. “Well, the rest, as they say, is history. 
Clearly, I’d seriously underestimated Mark Twain’s drawing power. Who says this 
guy is dead?”

A strong draw was keynote speaker Robert Hirst, Ph.D., general editor and 
curator of the Mark Twain Project and Papers, and specifically, his oversight of the 
autobiography. Although he published excerpts in his lifetime, Twain requested 
that his full autobiography — which he worked on for years — not be released 
until 100 years after his death. His primary reason for doing so, said Hirst, was 
“to be able to say exactly what was on his mind without hurting anyone.” In spite 

of Twain’s wishes, three 
editors published heavily 
edited versions. The great 
task faced by Hirst and 
his team of editors was 
to sort through the many 
editorial marks and get 
back to Twain’s original 
version. 

As he spoke about “The 
Final (and Right) Plan: 
The Evolution of Mark 
Twain’s Autobiography,” 
Hirst shared the 

complexity of deciphering multiple typed copies of Twain’s dictated version. 
The project, he said, “was a journey through history in an attempt to capture 
Twain’s specific literary style.” Most importantly, the book originated a new genre 
of biography. Instead of the typical chronological narrative, Twain employed 
“a method of randomness,” one that captured the essence of conversation and 
storytelling. “And that is why I urge you to read Twain’s Autobiography,” Hirst 
said. “It elevates the randomness of talk into an art form — from one of the 
greatest talkers in history.”

Other Symposium speakers included: Dr. Bruce Michelson, University of Illinois, 
“Adam and Eve in Pictures and Words;” Dr. Ann Ryan, LeMoyne College, “Mark 
Twain and Eve: A Little-Girl Talk in the Garden;” and Dr. Gary Scharnhorst, 
University of New Mexico, “Mark Twain’s Anti-Imperialism.”  

“in the last years of his life, Twain 

took — quite famously — to bed, not 

out of infirmity or invalidism, but 

rather to embark upon the most 

sprawling, ambitious literary project 

of his career: an autobiography, a 

text which would be spoken aloud 

rather than formally composed … 

But Twain’s bed … was more than 

just a functional piece of furniture. 

it was a touchstone, a buoyant 

raft of memories of family life in 

Hartford when his three daughters 

were young, perfectly suited for 

navigating the muddy currents of 

the past. seated in repose against 

a backdrop of snowy pillows, Twain 

candidly reminisced, brilliantly — and 

provocatively — blurring the lines 

between private recollection and 

public performance.” 

— dr. Kerry driscoll, “mark twain and the 
Pleasures of lying in Bed”

Keynote speaker robert hirst addresses a capacity 
crowd at the twain symposium on november 13. 

 

�

The College’s school of education and school of Health and natural sciences 
partner with the state of Connecticut to enhance Math instruction in new 
Britain’s public schools.

A sixth grade teacher in New Britain’s Slade Middle School, Andrew Mazzei didn’t 
venture too far from the classroom last summer — instead, he participated in the 
Summer Math Institute, a week-long session that is part of a larger state-funded 
program. As one of 20 teachers and three resource staff members selected for the 
Innovative Mathematics Academy of Advanced Learning and Leadership, Mazzei 
is studying mathematical content with the goal of enhancing his own instruction 
to students.

“The Summer Institute was empowering,” he reflected. “It allowed me to see 
various strategies for solving problems. In the classroom now, I am teaching 
different strategies and engaging students in explaining the different strategies 
to their classmates. This allows students to learn from each other.” The concept 
of “learning from each other” lives at the core of the Mathematics Academy. 
Developed by professionals from Saint Joseph College and the New Britain 
school district, the program utilizes the strengths of its creators with the goal of 
enhancing math instruction for students in grades K-8. In addition to the math 
and teaching components, the group is also being trained in Cognitive Coaching 
strategies that will build the skills needed to assist other teachers in improving 
mathematics instruction to students. 

Originators of the program include: Barbara Henriques, Ed.D., assistant 
professor of Education; Ekaterina Lioutikova, Ph.D., associate professor of 
Mathematics; and Andrea Lazaroski, New Britain’s district coordinator of 
Mathematics. The Mathematics Academy spans three years and is funded by a 
grant from the State Department of Education. 

Mazzei’s colleagues, like Jaime Petillo of Vance Elementary School, are already 
employing the techniques learned over the summer: “I started the school year 
by asking my students to share their addition strategies. They were surprised 
by what their classmates were able to use and explain. Through this program, I 
hope to continue to learn strategies to support my students in making sense of 
mathematics.” 

Likewise, Teresa Nelson of Smalley Elementary School, said, “I enjoy relating 
the third-grade curriculum to what I learned in our Summer Math Institute at 
Saint Joseph College. My students are breaking down numbers according to place 
value and using different methods to solve problems.”  

“It’s encouraging to hear that the teachers are using what they’ve learned 
already and seeing its effect on their students,” said Henriques, who also serves 
as the program coordinator. “It’s the ultimate goal of the program to have the 
teachers experience a greater understanding of mathematics knowledge and the 
ways in which their students think mathematically. That will help develop a more 
positive attitude and will increase student achievement.” And creating a culture of 
achievement lives at the core of the program.

“participating in the 
Mathematics Academy 
has been a very positive 
experience. My knowledge 
of different approaches to 
and strategies for teaching 
specific math topics 
has grown significantly. 
Additionally, the Cognitive 
Coaching component 
has provided me with 
an effective format for 
collaborating and planning 
with my colleagues.” 

— amy anderson, 
numeracy resource staff, 

Consolidated school district 
of new Britain

Interdisciplinary 
Collaboration and 
Community Engagement
By sandra Affenito, ph.D., and Barbara Henriques, ed.D.

Pictured above: the innovative 
mathematics academy’s teachers 
with program coordinator Barbara 
henriques (front row, center) and 
ekaterina lioutikova (back row, third 
from left) 
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The toast that launched Reunion 2010 aptly reminded 
attendees of their lasting relationship to Saint Joseph 
College: “No matter how far you may journey, 
know that when you return to Saint Joseph College, 
you have come home.” And so the 190 returning 
alumnae/i celebrated their homecoming in high 
style — with pub night, the Alumnae/i Association 
luncheon, a Sisters of Mercy tea, Reunion liturgy, 
Beatlemania — and always, with friends.

“Saint Joseph College has touched the 
lives of each and every one of us. It has 
given us insight, awareness, opportunity 
and potential. I hope you will join me 
in spreading this message, the ‘Good 
News’ of your alma mater, to the world 
at large.”

— President Pamela Trotman Reid

Women of Distinction

The Alumnae/i Association honored two women 
of distinction at the annual awards luncheon on 
September 25. “I am truly honored in presenting 
awards to two women who … in their personal 
and professional achievements, live the College’s 
Mercy mission,” said Lois Nesci ’85, M’87, incoming 
president of the Alumnae/i Association.

Laura Kierol Andrews ’88, Ph.D., APRN, ACNP, 
assistant professor at the Yale University School of 
Nursing, received the Mary Rosa McDonough Award 
for outstanding service to both her profession and  
the community:

“Dr. Andrews is recognized for her 
expertise in critical care nursing, end of 
life care, and home care of heart failure 
patients." 

Shyamala Raman, Ph.D., director of International 
Studies and professor of Economics and International 
Studies at Saint Joseph College, received the 2010 
Winifred E. Coleman Service Award for her 
dedicated years of service at Saint Joseph College:

“Dr. Raman has a significant impact on 
the cultural and social life of Saint Joseph 
College … She also has an international 
reputation as an advocate for economic 
and social development.”

Reunion 2010: 
the journey home

near right: 
award recipients laura 

Kierol andrews ’88 
(left) and shyamala 

raman (right) stand with 
President Pamela trotman 

reid.

near left: roselee Fanelli ‘61, m’66 is congratulated by 
President Pamela trotman reid.

“Today is a meaningful day in that 
we conclude the tenure of Roselee 
Fanelli as president of the Alumnae/i 
Association  …  I thank Roselee for her 
deep dedication. She is a role model in 
her constant celebration of the College’s 
social and academic values and her own 
example of a life crafted in the spirit of 
Mercy.”

— President Pamela Trotman Reid
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Blue Jays sportsBlue Jays sports by William schubert, sports information Director

hOnORInG Student AthleteS

Members of the College’s athletic community gathered November 
15 to celebrate fall sports awards. The following student athletes 
were honored for their endeavors: 

athletiC direCtor’s aWard: Courtney Burns ’11

Cross Country
Runner of the Year: Julie Pattyson ’14
Most Improved Runner: Rachael Busuulwa ’12
Coaches’ Award: Taryn Avery ’11

 
soCCer

Most Valuable Player: Kristin Whitman ’13
Most Improved Player: Kelley Downey ’13
Coaches’ Award: Amber White ’12

                                   
tennis

Most Valuable Player: Gianna Gurga ’11
Coaches’ Award: Kameshia Cooper ’12
Most Improved Player: April Loteczka ’14

 
VolleyBall

Most Valuable Player: Michelle DiPinto ’12
Most Improved Player: Courtney Burns ’11
Coaches’ Award: Jennifer Braun ’13

SOCCeR, tennIS COACheS hOnORed

Though the soccer and tennis teams at Saint Joseph College had 
different won-lost results, they shared one post-season achievement: 
Their peers thought 
highly of their coaches. 
Both Soccer Coach Chris 
LeGates and Tennis Coach 
Tom Walsh were honored 
as Great Northeast Athletic 
Conference (GNAC) Coach 
of the Year.

LeGates (top right)
won the award for the 
fourth time in his 14 
years as coach, while 
Walsh (bottom right) was 
honored for the second 
time in his nine seasons. 
The league’s coaches vote 
for the award.

The soccer team 
finished 14-5-1 and tied a 
school record for victories 
in a season. The Blue Jays 
reached the semifinals 

SOCCeR ReACheS  
GnAC SemI FInAlS! 

The SJC soccer team celebrated 
a successful season, finishing 
14-5-1 and reaching the semifinal 
round of the GNAC Tournament 
for the fourth time in five years. 
The College also tied a school 
record for wins and was invited 
to the ECAC tournament for the 
third time in program history. 
Kristin Whitman ’13 (right) 
was named First-team All-
GNAC and won special acclaim 
by being named the league’s 
Defensive Player of the Year. 
Melissa Maddaloni ’12 and Holly 
Mirabella ’12 were named Second-team All-GNAC. Patricia Nolan 
’14 (who tied a school record with 17 goals), Stacey Rutledge ’12, 
and Nicole Mendelson ’14 were all named Third team. Eva Peart 
’11 leaves with school records of 26 assists and 92 points. Coach 
Chris LeGates was honored with his fourth GNAC Coach of the 
Year Award.

tennIS teAm — 
And GnAC — 
CeleBRAte COACh 
WAlSh

The tennis team won four 
matches this season (including 
two in the Great Northeast 
Athletic Conference) but came 
up short of another appearance 
in the GNAC tournament. 
Alicia Lienhop ’11 (left) earned 
a team-high nine wins in 
the season (five singles, four 
doubles) and Kameshia Cooper 
’12 finished with seven (four 
singles, three doubles). Coach 
Tom Walsh was honored as 
GNAC Coach of the Year for 
the second time in his SJC 
career. 

CROSS COuntRY RunS tO FIFth PlACe

Julie Pattyson ’14 (above) had an outstanding season, capped by 
finishing fifth of 98 runners at the GNAC Championship Meet. She 
was named All-Conference, GNAC Rookie of the Week twice, took 
individual honors, and established a new course record at the Blue 
Jay Invitational (which the College won). As a team, Saint Joseph 
College was fifth at the GNAC Meet, a two-place improvement over 
last year. 

Courtney Burns ’11 with athletic director Bill Cardarelli and 
President Pamela trotman reid

vOlleYBAll teAm GeARS FOR neW SeASOn

Amanda Dondero ’14 (below) got the season off to a good start 
by being named GNAC Rookie of the Week after her first two 
collegiate matches. With a very young team, wins were hard to 
come by and the team’s record didn’t match how hard they worked. 
Since the team will lose only one senior, the groundwork was set for 
future improvement. Michelle DiPinto’12 led the Blue Jays in kills 
(173) and blocks (35). 

of the GNAC tournament for the fourth time in the past five 
years. They were awarded a bid to the Eastern College Athletic 
Conference (ECAC) tournament for the third time in school 
history. Six players made the All-GNAC team, including Kristin 
Whitman ’13, who was chosen as the league’s Defensive Player of 
the Year.

“I’m very honored to be selected by my colleagues for this 
award,” LeGates said. “There were coaches in the GNAC who did a 
phenomenal job this year and I feel very privileged to be recognized 
amongst that group. I share this honor with Assistant Coach Jess 
Gildea, our training staff of Anna Sloan and Becky Mella, and the 
great group of players that made this a special season. It is as much 
their award as it is mine.”

The tennis team won just four matches, but battled gamely 
despite trying circumstances. Walsh and the Blue Jays persevered 
through a season in which three players, expected to fill key roles, 
left the team in the off-season or during the season.

Walsh’s recognition may have been an acknowledgment 
by his opponents that the team achieved all it could given the 
circumstances. It could also have been a nod to the details that 
define a program. Announcements, introductions, and the playing 
of the “National Anthem” — not compulsory at all schools — have 
long been a part of the game-day tradition at Saint Joseph.

“I’m honored,” Walsh said. “Hopefully this is seen as an 
affirmation of the quality program that I try to run.” 
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donor Appreciation Reception

a l u m n a e / i  n e W s 

Meet your new Alumnae/i Association 
president! On September 25, Lois Nesci ’85, 
M’87 was elected to serve as president of 
your Alumnae/i Association — a position 
she will hold for the next two years. Lois 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Child 
Study/Religious Studies and a master’s 
degree in Counseling. She works as chief 
of operations for Catholic Charities in the 
Archdiocese of Hartford.

Q. What made you want to serve as 
president?
A. When I spoke at the Reunion luncheon, 
I referenced Maya Angelou and how she 
says that we grow and move forward on the 
shoulders of those who came before us. I 
certainly think that is true of Saint Joseph 
College and even as a student, I knew I 
wanted to be able to give back in whatever 
capacity I could. I’m proud and happy to 
serve as Alumnae/i Association president 
and to be able to give back to the College 
that gave so much to me.

Q. What goals do you have for the 
Alumnae/i Association?
A. The goals are pretty straightforward:

 to continue to support the initiatives •	
set forward by President Reid and the 
College
 to invite the participation of all •	
alumnae/i
to engage younger alumnae/i, •	
especially those preparing to graduate 
to invite participation and •	
representation from our growing 
graduate population 

In regard to the last two goals, the 
Alumnae/i Association now has the 
president of the senior class and a graduate 
student serving as ex-officio members.

Q. How have you been an active alumna in 
the past?
A. I’ve been active in one capacity or 
another ever since I graduated 25 years ago. 
I was a member of the Hartford Alumnae/i 
Club and, for the past four years, served 

the Alumnae/i Association as annual fund 
chair.

Q. What are the simplest things alumnae/i 
can do to support the College?
A. President Reid often speaks about how 
much Saint Joseph College gives to its 
students and reminds us that we were the 
beneficiaries of the College’s generosity. 
Now, it is our turn to give back. I think 
it’s important to remember, though, that 
“giving back” can take various forms. You 
can give in terms of your time, your skills, 
or your resources. 

Q. As an alumna, what do you most 
appreciate about your SJC education?
A. Two things: that Saint Joseph College 
fostered in me a sense of leadership and that 
it helped me apply what I was learning to 
my life.

Q. What’s your favorite SJC memory?
A. I’d have to say Sister Mary Joan Cook’s 
Communication class. That course helped 
me become the person I am today and 
encouraged my potential.

a l u m n a e / i 

John and Catherine Kikoski, retired professor 
of Marriage and Family therapy, visit with 
Judith perkins, retired professor emerita 
of Foreign languages and humanities, and 
trustee Brewster perkins.

president pamela trotman reid 
speaks to donors and friends.

trustee Chair Jeanne Merola welcomes attendees. Francine Coffey ’54

Joanne Vannuccini ’54 and 
her daughter, Marcia

president reid visits with 
(from left to right) Dr. annette 
podgorski-hood, assistant 
professor in the department 
of pharmacy practice and 
administration, Maurice 
Yandow and Marilyn loughlin 
Yandow ’53.

Welcome to the team

Steve Kumnick joins SJC as manager of 
annual giving and alumnae/i relations. 
Steve most recently worked at his alma 
mater, Salve Regina University, as an 
alumni officer in the Office of Alumni/
Parent Programs, where he focused on 
recent graduates and seniors. His goals are 

to increase participation in all aspects of the 
Saint Joseph community and to strengthen 
bonds that alumnae/i and friends have for 
the institution.   

A native of Rocky Hill, Conn., Steve 
looks forward to getting to know the 
alumnae/i and students of Saint Joseph 
College. He can be reached at skumnick@
sjc.edu, 860.231.5323, or, if you are on 
campus, room 211 in Mercy Hall.  

In Appreciation …

Saint Joseph College honored members 
of its three Giving Societies at the annual 
Donor Appreciation Reception, held on 
October 14 at the School of Pharmacy in 
downtown Hartford. President Pamela 
Trotman Reid expressed her gratitude to 
members of the Founders Circle, Saint 
Catherine Society, and the Golden Dome 
Society. 

“Saint Joseph College is on the move. You 
can feel the energy tonight,” she said. “Quite 
frankly, we would not be standing in this 35, 
000 square foot state-of-the art facility were 
it not for you. Your love of this institution 
and your commitment to the Mercy mission 
has allowed this College to live the vision 
established by the Sisters of Mercy close to 
80 years ago. It is a mission made manifest 
by our ability to seize the future.”

AlumnAe/I RelAtIOnS And   
AnnuAl GIvInG

the department facilitates programs and 
activities that keep the spirit of Saint Joseph 
College alive and strong within the alumnae/i 
community and supports the academic and 
advancement goals of the College.

Your contacts:
Steve Kumnick, manager of annual giving and 

alumnae/i relations
 skumnick@sjc.edu
 860.231.5323
Cristina osbourne, development associate
 cosbourne@sjc.edu 
 860.231.5364

AlumnAe/I ASSOCIAtIOn 

executive Board and Council members 
2010–2011

president: lois nesci '85, M'87
Vice-president: Sarah ellsworth gutierrez '06
Secretary: rhonda Dablain loBrutto '68
Chair - annual Fund Committee: Denise Bagg '68
Chair - public relations and Outlook advisory: 

Michele turley Confessore '86
Chair - Distinguished alumnae/i awards 

Committee: Sarah ellsworth gutierrez '06
Chair - nominating Committee:   

Joanne "Jodi" Warner Fyfe '71

GIvInG tO SAInt JOSePh COlleGe

Ways to give:
• Credit Card or Check
• Gift of Securities 
• Pledging
• Matching Gifts
• Bequests

For more information, please go online at  
www.sjc.edu/giving or call 860.231.5462.

COntRIBute tO OutLOOK

alumnae/i news, pieces written by alumnae/i 
and alumnae/i photographs are welcome. if you 
want them returned, please mark them clearly 
with a return address. Signed letters to the 
editor will be considered for publication.

Send correspondences to: outlook@sjc.edu or 
editor, Outlook Magazine, Saint Joseph College, 
1678 asylum avenue, West hartford, Ct 06117.

Class notes should be sent to Cheryl rosenfield 
at crosenfield@sjc.edu. 

leading 
the Alumnae/i Association
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The moment of decision came quickly and 
seemingly out of nowhere: stirring pasta into a 
pot of boiling water and talking to her husband, 
Patricia Ferrari ’63 changed her life in an instant. 
She decided to go to law school. “It wasn’t a rash 
decision, but one a long time in the making,” she 
recalled. With four young children and a loving 
husband, her life was rich. “But I knew I wanted 
more,” she said. “I wanted a career.” So with her 
husband's and children’s full support, Ferrari took 
the Law School Admission Test (LSAT) and was 
accepted into Fordham University’s Law program. 

Over the next several years, days were spent 
caring for the children (a fifth child was born 
while she was in law school), evenings she attended 
class, and weekends were devoted to studying.  “In 
retrospect, I’m glad the children were born before 
I started my career,” Ferrari said. “I saw women 
struggling to negotiate the career track and the 
mommy track. I always had both, so it wasn’t 
anything I couldn’t handle.”

Today, Ferrari is a partner at Fox Rothschild LLP 
in New York City and an expert in family law. In her 
first return to campus since her 1963 graduation, 
Ferrari spoke to the SJC community on careers in 
law in general, and marital/family law in particular. 
“There is so much variety in the field of law,” she 

said. “My expertise is family law, but that’s not the 
only option. My husband specializes in commercial 
law, one of my children is a patent attorney and three 
others are assistant district attorneys. You can find 
the area that interests you.”

In a talk entitled “If He Asks Me for a Pre-Nup 
Does that Mean He Doesn’t Love Me?” Ferrari 
outlined the ever-evolving world of marital law and 
its impact on modern families. “More and more, I 
see the parents of the marrying couple insisting on 
a pre-nup as a way to protect the family assets,” she 
said. “I find it fascinating to watch the machinations 
of families. It’s very satisfying to be able to provide 
counsel and help them shape their future.”

Looking back on her career, Ferrari reflected on 
how her Saint Joseph College education prepared 
her: “I especially remember Father Lescoe’s Logic 
class. What he taught me there I’ve used throughout 
my career, starting with the LSATs!” When asked 
how students today should prepare for legal careers, 
Ferrari recommended “an education rich in the 
liberal arts with courses in Philosophy, English, and 
History. It gives you the skills you need to think 
logically, to write, to speak.”

Not surprisingly, she commended students on 
attending Saint Joseph College: “You made a fine 
choice!”

Patricia Ferrari '63: A life in the law
By Laura sheehan

a l u m n a e / i  P r o F i l e s a l u m n a e / i 

Memberships
•  American Academy of 

matrimonial lawyers 
(Fellow)

•  Association of the Bar of 
the City of new york

•  New York State Bar 
association

•  Committee on Character 
and Fitness for the new 
york supreme Court 
appellate division

•  Executive Committee 
of the interdisciplinary 
Forum on mental health 
and Family law

Media/Speaking 
engagements
•  “Power and Money,” 

CnBC 

•  ”Good Morning America,” 
aBC 

•  “World Service,” BBC

•  financial Times

•  The new York Times

•  Crain's investment news

•  Lawyers Weekly

lecture topics
•  Trial of an Equitable 

distribution action

•  Valuation of a Closely 
held Business

•  Surrogacy Arrangements

•  Equitable Distribution of 
marital Property

•  Prenuptial, Postnuptial, 
and Cohabitation 
agreements

•  What to Expect from Your 
divorce attorney

Patricia Ferrari ’63 (right) 
visits with President 
Pamela trotman reid at 
her october 21st return to 
campus.

Silver ($10,000)
Bon Appétit
Gengras Motor Cars
Hartford Steam Boiler Inspection and 

Insurance Company
Sapphire ($5,000)

Ramani and Louise Ayer
Melanie J. Cecarelli '78   

and Michael O. Smith
The Hartford
KPMG
Mary and Philip J. Schulz  

    (Trustee Emeritus)
Sodexo
The Travelers Group Inc.
Trinity College
Thomas J. and Rosemary Arcari  

    Wall '69, M'76 
Mercy ($2,500)

18 Temple Street LLC
Aetna
Nicholas S. and Kathleen Driscoll 

Amatangelo '62 

American Red Cross
American School for the Deaf
Archdiocese of Hartford
Bank of America
Gerald J. Boisvert Jr. (Trustee) and Martin 

J. Gavin (Trustee)
Crumbie Law Group
Day Pitney LLP
John Engstrom
Hartford Hospital
Max Restaurant Group
Mercy Community Health
Murtha Cullina LLP
NewAlliance Bank
Northland Investment Corporation
PAC Group LLC
Brewster B. and Judith Perkins (Trustee) 
RBC Capital Markets Corporation
Sullivan Financial LLC
United Technologies Corporation
Webster Bank
Whittlesey & Hadley P.C.
Jean and Donald K. Wilson Jr.

u P C o m i n g  e V e n t s

march 

date tBd

Class Agents gather to sign Reunion letters 
to classmates.

Contact alumnae/i relations at 860.231.5364 
for details.

8/tuesday

Alumnae/i and Friends Book Club discussion
7:00 p.m., second Floor reception room,  
the Bruyette athenaeum.

the book to be discussed will be selected 
at the January meeting. all alumnae/i and 
friends are invited to participate; reservations 
are required. For more information, contact 
marcia mcCormack at marcia9200@aol.com 
or 860.673.0744.

may 

11/Wednesday

Alumnae/i and Friends Book Club discussion
7:00 p.m., second Floor reception room,  
the Bruyette athenaeum.

For details, see march 8.

21/saturday

Alumnae/i and Friends Baccalaureate mass
4:00 p.m., the Connor Chapel of our lady

Join the Class of 2011 in this sJC tradition.

22/ sunday

Saint Joseph College’s 76th Commencement
10:00 a.m., lynch hall lawn

Celebrate the graduation of the Class of 2011. 
special guests include members of the Class 
of 1961, who will launch their 50th anniversary 
year. tickets are not required. For updated 
information, visit www.sjc.edu.

alumnae/i who live or summer on Cape Cod 
enjoyed a reception at the home of Sheila 
horan ’69, where Director of Marketing and 
Communications Cindy Mariani spoke to 
attendees on the College’s key initiatives. 

in June, members of the Fairfield 
Club enjoyed a reception and a rose 
garden tour at the home of nancy 
’57 and alton lenoce.

president reid spoke to alumnae/i on the state of the 
College in September at the home of nancy roath ’72. 
here, president reid (seated left) listens to Joyce narden 
’67, standing center. 

PlanneD GIVInG COrner

Want to help current and future students 
achieve the dream of a Saint Joseph 
College education? Consider establishing 
an endowed scholarship — it’s never been 
easier. An endowed (named) scholarship 
requires a gift of $25,000 — given outright 
or pledged over several years. 

For more information, contact Mary 
Farley Murphy, director of major gifts, 
at 860.231.5355 or mfmurphy@sjc.edu 
or Diane Burgess at 860.231.5502 at 
dburgess@sjc.edu. Turn to Outlook’s inside 
front cover and read about John and Gloria 
Maloney’s new endowed scholarship!

Supporting Students through endowed Scholarships

thanks to our imagine Gala Donors!

Alumnae/i Gatherings
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“so much of 

what helped 

me succeed 

professionally 

was modeled 

for me at 

saint Joseph 

College.” 

— nancy Goode 
roath ’72

In 1972, corporate America was an undeniably 
different place than it is now. Women rarely rose 
through the ranks and the idea of a woman executive 
— well, to quote Macbeth, — that idea “stood not 
within the prospect of belief.” Yet, there was Nancy 
Roath '72, refreshed from her final “summer of fun” 
waitressing on the Cape and armed with her SJC 
degree. 

“My mother called to say the College’s placement 
office had a job lead from IBM,” she said. Roath set an 
appointment for September and, when the summer 
season ended, found herself in the midst of a rigorous 
interview process. At the time, IBM had just started 
hiring women; Roath became the first to join the 
Hartford office as a data processing division sales rep.

Anyone else might have been intimidated, but not 
Roath. “One of the many things I took away from my 
education was a true sense of confidence,” she said. 
“Saint Joseph College, because it was all women and 
there were no limits to the leadership opportunities 
we could pursue, taught me to trust myself. I came 
away confident that my ideas should be heard.”

One of her earliest career memories is of a boss 
at IBM harping on how difficult the job was going 
to be. Roath had no reservations about her ability 
and told him, “I can handle it. I was assistant editor 
of my college yearbook!” Thinking back to that 
moment, she laughs at how young and sure she was, 
but ultimately, she was right. Roath was promoted to 
the marketing division and thus began her 36-year 
tenure, from which she retired as a vice president in 
2008.

“My career at IBM was wonderful,” she reflected. 
“I drew on my Saint Joe’s education all the time, 
especially when writing, editing, and working 

collaboratively.” In a talk to students last spring, 
Roath cited her career highlights as, “Creating a 
video with Bill Gates and Lotus CEO Joe Manzi, 
working on the launch of the IBM Thinkpad, 
being the executive in charge of IBM’s Internet 
and eBusiness efforts, and being the vice president 
responsible for the TV and print advertising that 
defined IBM’s Smarter Planet strategy.” Hers was an 
inspired and varied career. 

Throughout, Roath effectively balanced family 
and career obligations. She met her husband, Jerry, 
during her first week at IBM, and they have two 
children: Patrick, a 2009 graduate of Tufts University, 
who recently served as deputy press secretary for 
Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick’s re-election 
campaign; and Suzanne, a junior at the College of 
the Holy Cross with a double major in classics and 
anthropology.  

Having been busy for so many years, the thought 
of retirement made Roath understandably nervous: 
“I was afraid I’d be bored.” Instead, she threw 
herself into a variety of causes and activities. Roath 
is part of a female crew team that rows regularly 
(“We just finished our second annual Crew for the 
Cure,” she reported). She also volunteers for Future 
Five, an organization she helped develop, which 
“works with low income high school students, 
helping them plan for their lives after graduation.” 
Roath’s commitment to their success reflects her 
own appreciation for higher education: “So much of 
what helped me succeed professionally was modeled 
for me at Saint Joseph College. I want the same 
for these kids.” And by doing so, she is inspiring 
another generation of women to believe in the 
values of their ideas.

Nancy Goode roath ’72:  
What Glass Ceiling?
By Laura sheehan

that’s entertainment!
By Karen Hoke ’95
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students and staff carry books into the 
new Pope Pius Xii library as part of a 
human chain that moved 40,000 books 
in one day.

Thanks to all contributors. We continue to 
collect SJC memories, especially: What was 
the best class you ever took at SJC, and 
why? Send your memories to Karen Hoke at 
khoke@sjc.edu. 

Song and dance
“We started hearing about Hum Night on 
day one, as freshmen,” remembers Judith 
Dunn O’Brien ’65. Each class wrote their 
best alma mater-like song and designed 
the backdrop for their performance, to be 
judged by music teachers from the town 
schools. O'Brien found the annual event 
a great spirit-builder, “especially for the 
dayhops, who got to know the boarders 
better and feel more a part of the College.” 

Beatrice Cashin Steeves ’40 loved 
attending SJC dances. Parents had to send in 
a note of permission, she recalls, stating that 
they approved of their daughters’ dates for 
the evening! By the mid-’60s, however, dates 
only had to sign in. “There was a question 
asking for ‘religious persuasion,’ however,” 
laughs Gale DiSabato Dickau ’68, “and Mark 
Bernstein quickly became a Catholic!”

Work and Play
Sometimes work was made fun. Delphine 
Johns Farrelly ’65 remembers how 40,000 
books were moved from the old library 
to the newly-constructed Pope Pius 
XII Library. Classes were dismissed on 
November 30, 1960, and the entire student 
body and faculty members formed a 
human chain. So efficient was the moving 
plan that the library opened the next 
morning. 

For Jeanne La Course Edwards ’45, 
gym class was the highlight of her week, 
especially when Sister Rosa transported the 
girls to Avon Old Farms School for riding 
lessons. Sadly, Edwards said, after the war 
broke out they could no longer ride because 
all the horses were enlisted in the Army.  

Supporting the War effort 
During the early 1940s, Rosemary Cerutti 
Kennedy ’45 was scolded for wearing slacks 
in public. “Do you want people to think 
you’re a defense worker?” exclaimed Sister 
Benigna. In fact, Kennedy was a volunteer 
“airplane spotter.” She and her mother 

a l u m n a e / i  P r o F i l e s a l u m n a e / i 

routinely kept watch from a hill in Windsor 
looking for enemy planes. Sister Rosa, 
however, really knew how to support the 
war effort. She arranged dances for SJC 
students and invited the ROTC members 
from Trinity College!  

Beatrice Cashin Steeves ’40 also recalls 
a happier war-time story, concerning Dr. 
Heinrich Rommen, an SJC professor who 
“got out of Germany just in time.” He never 
said a word that Steeves can recall about 
having a family, but one happy day his wife 
and two little girls arrived, safe and sound. 

Sister Mary Joan Cook noted that it 
was actually due to our efforts that Dr. 
Rommen, who reminded her of Professor 
Bhaer in Little Women, was able to get out 
of Germany. He was a good teacher and a 
favorite around campus. He retired from 
Georgetown University in 1962 as their first 
“Distinguished Professor.” 

Comrades
Classmates at SJC, most would agree, made 
for fond memories and, quite often, lifelong 
friends. Carol Foley Hamel ’55 remembers 
the laughter. A favorite memory involves a 
teacher who was, shall we say, periodically 
late to class. The rule stated that students 
could leave if a teacher was 10 minutes late. 
“If we saw his car pulling in close to the 
deadline,” Hamel laughs, “we rigged the 
elevator so it wouldn’t work. Ten minutes 
late, on-the-dot, and we were gone!”

Mary Welch Culligan ’55 has many good 
memories, but says her most cherished 
gift of all is the friends she made. “I’ve 
maintained a friendship with the same SJC 
girls all these years — we still get together 
regularly.” 

Laurette Laramie ’60 meets monthly 
with her “Big Sisters.” She emphasizes, 
“The College gave me a bonus of life-long 
friendships." Both Culligan and Laramie 
attended Reunion on September 25th and 
the years seemed to fall away as they shared 
laughs with former classmates and friends. 
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at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1968
maura mcGrath wrote: “since 
retiring five years ago i have been 
working as a reading tutor in 
grades K-3 for the hartford Board 
of education. it continues to be 
a truly rewarding experience. i 
am grateful for the wonderful 
training i received all those many 
years ago at sJC.”

1971 √REunIOn 2011

40th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1973
Pam Robbins (m) wrote a new 
book entitled Abiding sorrow: A 
Daughter’s 
Account of 
Loss and 
Grief. Begun 
as a recorded 
journal, the 
paperback 
recounts the 
experiences 
that forged 
the bond between the author and 
her mother, and chronicles her 
struggles in later years as sole 
caregiver and survivor. its goal  
is to remind people that while 
grief endures, so does love. the 
book is available at amazon.com. 

1976 √REunIOn 2011

35th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 

Keep the saint Joseph College community informed on your career news, family news, education updates, promotions, and awards. send 
your information for the next edition of Outlook magazine’s Class notes to Cheryl rosenfield, communications coordinator, at crosenfield@
sjc.edu. Digital photos are welcome and published on a space-available basis. please note that your submission to Class notes may be edited. 

1941 √REunIOn 2011

70th Reunion September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now! to 
volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu. 

1946 √REunIOn 2011

65th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu. 

1951 √REunIOn 2011  
60th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now! to 
volunteer, contact stephen 

a l u m n a e / i  C l a s s n o t e s

Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations, 
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1955
dolores Celeni Williamson 
shares that her husband, oliver 
e. Williamson, Ph.d., won the 
2009 nobel Prize in economic 
sciences. dr. Williamson is 
a professor in the graduate 
school and the edgar F. Kaiser 
Professor emeritus of Business, 
economics, and law at the 
university of California, Berkeley. 
the couple have three sons and 
two daughters; they reside in 
Berkeley, Calif.

1956 √REunIOn 2011

55th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu. 

1961 √REunIOn 2011

50th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu. 

1966 √REunIOn 2011

45th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now! to 
volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  

Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1978
marion homand tobin received 
the 2010 senator louis P. 
Bertonazzi Foundation’s 
outstanding teacher of the 
year award. she is a special 
education teacher for the town 
of milford, mass. 

1981 √REunIOn 2011

30th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1982
Joanne martin, who lives 
in Portland, maine, made a 
covenant with the maine sisters 
of mercy in october 2009. she 
writes, “i am proud to say that 
i’ve become a ‘mercy associate’ 
and tend to the needs of the 
dying in the capacity of pastoral 
counseling .

1986 √REunIOn 2011

25th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

Co n g r at u l at i o n s 

Births and Adoptions
erica-hope Scott ’99 
welcomed a daughter, 
maristella anjali amadore 
Brown, on november 4, 2009. 

engagements and 
Marriages
elizabeth langevin ’05 is 
engaged to Jason langevin. 
the couple met in a Facebook 
group which Jason created 
to find other langevins. their 
love story appeared in the 
Hartford Courant on June 20, 
2010, in a feature entitled, 
“a Facebook hook-up of the 
Coolest Kind.”

1991 √REunIOn 2011

20th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1995
Jennifer hedberg derick was 
named assistant principal at 
naubuc elementary school in 
glastonbury, Conn. she started 
her teaching career in 1996 as a 
first grade teacher in Waterford 
before moving to the same 
position in West hartford in 2001. 
she then served as a curriculum 
specialist before becoming 
assistant principal at Berlin's 
Willard elementary school in 
2007.

Paula Fioravanti writes, “here is 
a picture of my son, noah, with 

his horse Zeus. he really loves 
riding!” Paula, husband, Craig, 
and noah reside in glastonbury; 
they also have a married son, 
Craig Jr. Currently employed at 
the hartford, Paula received 
her degree in american studies 
and served as secretary of 
the graduate and Prime time 
alumnae/i Committee.

1996 √REunIOn 2011

15th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

1999
marissa dimascio violette, a 
special education teacher at 
the albert d. griswold middle 
school in rocky hill, Conn., was 
nominated as 2010 teacher of 
the year. she lives in rocky hill 
with her husband, mark, and 
two children: Julianna, 6 and 
dominick, 5.   

2001 √REunIOn 2011

10th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

melissa Schober works as the 
director of medicaid policy for 
the maryland mental hygiene 
administration. 

2003
Anna meyer, Rn, m.S.n.,was 
named emergency department 
nurse manager 
at southshore 
hospital in 
Weymouth, 
mass. she most 
recently served 
as emergency 
department 
clinical nurse leader at hartford 
hospital and earned her master’s 
degree from the university of 
hartford in 2009.

2005
Bethany hartington completed 
her m.B.a. in organizational 
Psychology and development 
from american interContinental 
university in december 2009. 
While working full-time in her 
retail management position, 
she graduated with a 3.5 gPa 
and is looking forward to new 
opportunities.

mary Fay odlum '39
June 14, 2010

marian mcCloskey hastings '40
september 13, 2010

mary abbott lacy '41
september 19, 2010

yolanda garcia Farinacci '43
may 8, 2010

helen Perry monahan '44
september 10, 2010

lillian avroch grant '45
august 17, 2010

marion hale o'donnell '45
June 25, 2010

Barbara egan Pitkin '45
may 13, 2010

Carol Chesson Bymes '50
october 1, 2010

margaret laFond giedraitis '52
January 17, 2010

mary t. horan '52
april 27, 2010

Claire Coffey roy '54, P'95
July 12, 2010

shirley Woinicki glynn '55
april 20, 2010

Flora mailhot Keller '55
July 7, 2010

mary austin Close, rsm, '57
august 15, 2010

m. ancillita lengyel, rsm, '59
november 8, 2010

sandra Zeligman '59, C'81
september 10, 2010

mary J. Breen, rsm, '62, m'70, 
m'92

october 29, 2010

Judith a. grosner '64
august 6, 2010

susan W. Battick '70
July 4, 2010

ruth e. ellwood m'71, C'71
october 8, 2010

reverend Janet C. Jaeger m'79, 
m'89

october 22, 2010

Peggy sokoloski Ziebell '80
July 22, 2010

elizabeth s. dalkowski '83
october 31, 2009

John s. mulé m’85
may 12, 2009

Kathleen m. Feeney '90
october 11, 2010

alyce lukens Knapp '90
June 22, 2010

Karen erin duCotey m'08
october 13, 2010

holley r. Cahill '10
october 14, 2010

I n  M e M o r I a M
The following list includes Saint Joseph College alumnae/i who were remembered at the fall Chapel Bells Mass.

2006 √REunIOn 2011

5th Reunion 
September 17, 2011
Planning and Class gift 
Committees forming now!  
to volunteer, contact stephen 
Kumnick, manager of annual 
giving & alumnae/i relations,  
at 860.231.5323 or  
skumnick@sjc.edu.

2008
Amie 
Senland 
is in her 
third year 
of an 
applied 
Behavior analysis doctoral 
program at Fordham university. 
she won “best poster” at the 
meeting of the international 
association for moral education 
in st. louis, mo., in november. she 
is shown here with her advisor, 
dr. ann higgins-d'alessandro 
(center) and sJC Professor of 
Psychology dr. elizabeth Vozzola.

if you learn of a recently deceased alumna/us, please contact  
rita Bayer ’05, development associate in the office of institutional 
advancement, at 860.231.5462 or rbayer@sjc.edu.
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Give today to the 
Saint Joseph College annual fund.

Your gift to the Annual Fund provides support for 
scholarships, financial aid, faculty development, and student 
services. Your support builds a stronger College.    

When you give every year, you make a difference every day.
Please show your support of SJC students. 

donate online at: www.sjc.edu/giving 

Or send your annual gift to: Annual Giving
1678 Asylum Avenue
West hartford, Ct 06117-2791

With your help …
they can become the leaders 
they are meant to be.

As he watched the news over his morning bowl 
of cereal, Dr. Patrick Nickoletti learned that a 
mentoring program for Hartford’s West Middle 
Elementary School had come to an abrupt end 
when the sponsoring insurance company left the 
region. An expert in preventing risk and promoting 
resilience in youth, Nickoletti (an associate professor 
of Human Development and Family Studies) decided 
the situation was unacceptable — especially given 
the College’s potential to support and learn from the 
fifth graders involved. Nickoletti met with Ricardo 
Herrera, executive director of ConnectiKids (a non-
profit youth development agency), and arranged for 
the students to resume the program each Wednesday 
on the SJC campus. 

The SJC After School Mentoring Program started 
small, with only a handful of child–volunteer pairs 
crammed into the basement art room of Mercy Hall. 
There were many challenges in gaining support to 
release staff and students to attend the program, but 
over the years, the number of volunteers and students 
grew. Today — five years later — there are enough 
mentors to have backups in reserve and room for 
more students.

The program offers the SJC community the 
opportunity to cultivate life-changing relationships 
with aspiring inner city kids. A recent visit in the 
bright and roomy McGovern Dining Hall, revealed 
20 adults learning the finer points of mentoring from 
20 fifth-graders. Harold, a West Middle student with 
a winning smile, described his enthusiasm for the 
program: “I like meeting new people and doing my 
work.” His mentor, Leanna Verch ’14, is new to the 
program and has learned “that a little confidence in 
yourself can go a long way. There’s no better feeling 

We’re all Students/ 
We’re all teachers

By patrick nickoletti, ph.D., and 
 elizabeth Vozzola, ph.D.

than knowing I am helping my mentee, whether through homework or by simply 
being a friend.” She also explained that, “I’m working toward secondary education 
licensure, so I knew mentoring would help prepare me to one day be a teacher. 
Plus, I truly enjoy helping students.”  

Another fifth grader, Amy, described what she likes about the program: “It’s 
fun. And also it helps me a lot in everything like writing, math, and reading.” 
Her mentor, Ashley Nelson ’11, has volunteered for three years and witnessed 
the program’s growth: “The program involves a simple and easy commitment 
but allows enough time to develop a close relationship between the mentor and 
mentee. I started in order to gain more experience working with children, but I 
continued because of the positive impact my mentee and our relationship had on 
me.” 

Members of the SJC faculty and staff also volunteer. Dr. Elizabeth Vozzola, 
professor of Psychology, described her experience as a refreshing change from the 
administrative duties that previously filled her Wednesday afternoons. Instead of 
writing a report or budget analysis, she finds herself in deep conversation about 
the magical characters in her student’s current fantasy book or dusting off her fifth 
grade math skills to keep up with her mentee. “My weekly hour and a half with my 
student is sheer joy!” Vozzola said. Her mentee, Alia-Mae, a thoughtful bundle of 
personality, agreed: “I like that you can interact and do homework with your tutor 
instead of sitting alone and maybe getting the words wrong.”  

As he looked across the busy room with site supervisor Yash-Marie Salgado 
(a one-time mentee), Dr. Nickoletti appreciated the program’s success: “I was 
determined that these kids would receive support even if I had to offer it alone, 
but I’m reminded each semester of the dedication of our students, faculty, staff 
and local citizens — it’s humbling and inspiring.” He acknowledged the support 
of the administration and, with room to expand, he hopes other student clubs and 
academic departments will join the program. Each week, the program shows the 
mentors and students how much they have to learn from each other and how, at 
different points, “we’re all students, we’re all teachers.” The children of West Middle 
Elementary School give SJC the opportunity to apply its Mercy values in ways that 
have a real impact on kids, and, through their potential, an impact on the world. 

Members of the SJC community are invited to submit essays to end note.   
For further information, contact Laura Sheehan at lsheehan@sjc.edu.

e n d  n o t e

harold, a fifth grader in the SJC 
After School mentoring Program, 
is tutored by leanna verch ’14.
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Gospel Festival  
of New England
Hear the exuberant voices of six 
gospel choirs from Connecticut 
and Massachusetts!

Friday, February 18 
7:00 p.m.

Magic Time: The Craft  
of Jack Lemmon
A film series tribute

An Afternoon with Chris Lemmon   
Jack Lemmon’s son screens a 
documentary film profiling his 
father’s career. Followed by a 
reception and book signing.

Sunday, January 23 
2:00 p.m.

Some Like It Hot (1959) 

Monday, January 24 
7:00 p.m.

The Notorious Landlady (1962)  
Monday, January 31 
7:00 p.m.

The Apartment (1960)  

Monday, February 14 
7:00 p.m. 

PER FOR MING ARTS SERIES 2010 –2011
Winter – Spring 2011   •  www.sjc.edu/arts

James Sewell Ballet
Dazzling contemporary ballet 
by one of American ballet’s most 
inventive choreographers

Wednesday, January 26 
7:30 p.m.

Spectrum in Motion
Dance and music dedicated 
to people of color and the 
American experience

Friday, January 28 
7:30 p.m.

Saturday, January 29  
2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Livingston Taylor  
in Concert
A very special evening in our 
ongoing series honoring the folk 
music era and its artists

Friday, February 11 
7:30 p.m.

A Franc D’Ambrosio 
Master Class
Watch as the Phantom of the 
Opera veteran teaches hopefuls 
from the state-wide competition, 
“Call for Christine and Raoul!” 

Friday, May 6 
7:30 p.m.

Franc D’Ambrosio  
[MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND]
In I’LL BE SEEING YOUZ... A BRONX 
BOY’S PERSPECTIVE OF WWII,  plus 
“The Call for Christine and Raoul”
Enjoy songs of the World War 
II era and a medley from 
Phantom of the Opera

Saturday 
May 7 
7:30 p.m.

All performances take place in The Bruyette Athenaeum’s  
Hoffman Auditorium. 

FOR TICKETS AND INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

The Frances Driscoll Box Office
Monday–Friday, 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
860.231.5555 •  tickets.sjc.edu

Bruyette Athenaeum
The

10th 
 Anniversary  Season!

Duquesne University 
Tamburitzans
The annual high energy 
“Tammies” performance is a 
Saint Joseph College tradition!

Saturday, February 19 
2:30 p.m.

P.V. O’Donnell:  
ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION!
The enthralling music, song, 
and stories of the “Irish Fiddler 
from Donegal!”

Sunday, March 13 
3:00 p.m.

outlooK magaZine
West hartford, Ct 06117




