
Course Course description 

NURS 403 Healthcare Systems in a Global Society offers the student a survey of the complex health care systems in the 

United States and compares them to other systems across the world, including an historical analysis of issues and 

trends form the turn of the century to the present. Focus on how social, cultural and political structures and 

practices relate to health disparities internationally. Students will develop an understanding of the historical and 

contemporary implications of public policies and discrimination affecting health and healthcare systems globally 

and use of health care services by racial and ethnic minorities and other vulnerable populations including 

refugees, women and children, and natural disaster victims. The WHO, the Office of Global Affairs, the UN, and 

private agencies like the Red Crescent, Medecins san Frontieres, and the Red Cross are also discussed. This 

course also helps the student develop an understanding of how to evaluate formal and informal health care 

delivery systems for their interconnectedness on a global society.  

NURS 407 This course provides the student with an opportunity to examine problems and issues confronting the nursing 

profession including social, political and economic influences. This course also fosters the development of 

leadership expertise in the professional nurse. Students learn theories of leadership, management and health care 

economics with the opportunity to apply these skills in their practice.  

NURS 416 This course is designed to provide students with an overview of the history of research in Nursing as well as a 

detailed description of the research process as it applies to both quantitative and qualitative methodologies. 

Students will learn to critically evaluate research reports with a scholarly, multicultural lens. Each student will 

identify a cultural issue/health disparity and design a research proposal to answer the question.  

NURS 423 This course takes a critical social view of the evolution and nature of Nursing science with an eye toward 

identifying bias in Nursing models and theories. Emphasis is placed on scholarly endeavors that reflect a 

willingness to challenge established patterns of thought. Personal philosophies of Nursing are written to identify 

personal values, beliefs and cultural practices related to health care that may interfere with acceptance of different 

cultural practices and beliefs. Students are introduced to the cultural theories of Campinha-Bacote, Giger and 

Davidhizers, and Leininger. Students choose one that will guide their practice. Using the theoretical framework 

chosen, students will conduct a concept analysis related to a cultural issue in health care. 

NURS 436 In this course students analyze the principles and theories of public health nursing and public health national 

policy. Discussions also include principles of epidemiology, global health, and bioterrorism. Particular emphasis 

is given to nursing activities that promote and preserve the health of populations. Student will learn about 

population-focused practice settings across diverse communities. Emphasis is on increasing levels of proficiency 

in making clinical judgments and carrying out related nursing interventions in unstructured settings.  

NURS 440 This course immerses the student in multicultural nursing experiences in a variety of communities and locations. 

Reflections and analysis are encouraged to integrate new skills and new ways of thinking. Each student will work 

in a community or public health setting utilizing leadership skills theory, while applying knowledge learned 

throughout the program. Students learn theories of leadership, management and healthcare economics with the 

opportunity to apply these skills in a 22-hour nursing leadership experience over the course of the semester. 

Students will conduct an assessment of a community and volunteer time in a multicultural community health 

experience of 36 hours.  



SOCW 202 Provides a historical view of African American, West African, and Caribbean American families. The course puts 

emphasis on the lifestyles and experiences of contemporary families, including their social, economic, and 

educational status, and ensuing implications in helping relationships.  

SOCW 206 Coming from various social, cultural and economic backgrounds, Latinas on the mainland U.S. face diverse 

barriers and resources in caring for families and communities, migrating and immigrating, participating in the 

labor force, advancing educationally, and sustaining health and spiritual life. Explores the intergenerational 

experiences of Puerto Rican and Latina women in resisting prejudice, negotiating cultures, and promoting 

positive social change. 

INTD 301 This course serves as the capstone course for the Core curriculum. It will challenge students to engage one or 

more of the "Critical Concerns" of the Sisters of Mercy (earth, immigration, nonviolence, racism, and women) in 

greater depth through an integrative paper. This course emphasizes writing. 

RELS 301 Exploration of moral questions raised by scientific and technological developments in health care. Includes 

patients’ rights, euthanasia, abortion, new birth technologies, and allocation of scarce resources. Ethical theory 

and method examined through specific issues and cases. 

 


