
Interview with Donna Gregoire Tomasko ’84, Cooperative Educational Services (C.E.S.) 2021 Teacher 
of the Year  

USJ alumni continue to rack up Teacher of the Year awards across Connecticut. Recently, Donna 

Gregoire Tomasko ’84 shared her news and teaching experience. “I was very excited to receive this 
award and was very surprised and humbled that I was nominated, she said. Donna added, “I believe that 
everyone should receive recognition after this year’s challenges because everyone, including myself and 
my work colleagues, put forth a lot of time to learn new technology given the short notice, to provide 

distant learning to our students. We successfully accomplished this feat by working collaboratively. I’m 
very proud of my colleagues.” 

Donna has worked at C.E.S. since 1991. Cooperative Educational Services (C.E.S.) provides educational 

supports and services to school districts and communities in Fairfield County. They offer community-

based education through school programs, educational and support training, and other community and 

school-district related services. Donna is currently working with students in the Transition Learning 

Center (TLC) in the C.E.S. Special Education division who have graduated from high school and are 

receiving educational and vocational training until age 21. The TLC transition program is designed to 

prepare students for life after high school. Students learn functional academics that are incorporated in 

both school-based and community environments. The transition program emphasizes the opportunity 

for community based vocational training and volunteering. Social and recreational experiences utilize 

community resources to generalize learned skills to real-life situations. 

She started at USJ, then St. Joseph College, wanting to become a special education teacher. Her first 

encounter with an individual with disabilities was with her great aunt who was raised during a time 

when the prospect for educating a child with disabilities was grim. I had often wondered what my aunt’s 
life would be like if she was provided with services and opportunities like schools provide today. I chose 

to become a special education teacher, hoping to open opportunities to individuals with disabilities, 

unlike my aunt who wasn’t afforded that chance in her life. 

Donna loves to learn about everything and remembers her College experience fondly and especially 

highlighted Professor Dorothy Keller. She noted Keller’s teaching style as impactful on her life, “I admire 
her because of her teaching style. She is right to the point, loves what she does and it shows. I always 

left her classes wanted to learn more. It was like a sequel to a movie! I enjoyed her class and she's an 

excellent professor. 

While she was earning a dual undergraduate at St. Joe’s, in elementary education and special education, 

she took classes at the Gengras Center. She had practicums in public schools that led her to continue 

learning about teaching in special education. It was her junior year when she got to work with students, 

and that was a turning point for her. Working with special needs children, she found it very rewarding to 

help them learn to communicate and was continuously challenged to learn and apply various learning 

strategies to meet the learning needs of her students.  She said, “I work with students that have a range 
of intellectual abilities, physical handicaps, and communication disorders. It's an assortment of skill 

levels that need to be addressed and planned for daily during instruction. Teaching is very rewarding. 

You have to be on your toes in learning the current trends in education and technology. You’re learning 
every day and absolutely all the time to find ways to improve student learning. 


