SYMPOSIUM

e | Yg DAY

29 Annual Symposium Day

University of Saint Joseph

April 23, 2025

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Name badge pick up and poster set up (McGovern Lounge)

9:00 am -10:00 a.m. Morning poster session (McGovern Lounge)
*Coffee and breakfast pastries will be served

10:10 am.- 11:10 a.m. Oral presentations session 1 (McDonough Hall)
11:20 am.- 12 p.m. Oral presentations session 2 (McDonough Hall)
12:10 p.m. - 1:10 p.m. Lunchtime poster session (McGovern Lounge)

*Coffee and cookies will be served

1:20 p.m. - 2:20 p.m. Oral presentations session 3 (McDonough Hall)
2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Afternoon poster session (McGovern Lounge)
*Ice Cream Sundae Bar
*Raffle drawings

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Poster breakdown (McGovern Lounge)



Events throughout the day in McGovern Lounge:
* Free USJ swag
* Leave positive comments for your colleagues via post-it notes during poster sessions

* For each poster session or oral presentation that you attend, you will receive a raffle ticket that
can be put toward a chance to win several raffle prizes



SRCA

CENTER FOR STUDENT RESEARCH
& CREATIVE ACTIVITY

UNIVERSITY OF SAINT JOSEPH

The SRCA Mission

Support students and faculty in their scholarly pursuits (research
and creative activities) at USJ and beyond

The Resources & Supports for Students

Learn the what, why, g = ' Presentation tips
and how of research = and poster

at the college level!
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Explore your opportunities
for research at USJ (find
faculty to collaborate with
“Research Across
Departments”)!

Explore your opportunities
for research and internships
outside of USJ!

H Are you a student that wants to get
All‘ Of th IS and involved in research, but want some help
making the connection with a faculty?
more at

Share your info here:

www.usj.edu/srca

https://forms.office.com/r/SfrnB44AkH
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The SRCA Committee

Maria Anderson,  Jesse Balaban- Heba Eassa, Anisha Gupta,
Ph.D. Feld , Ph.D. Ph.D. Ph.D.
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Sciences Sciences
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Biology
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Have thoughts on how the
SRCA can better support
you? Let us know!
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Oral Presentations Session 1

10:10 - 11:10 a.m.
MCD LL7A
Moderator: Fatima Rodriguez Elescano
10:10 a.m. A Mythology of Lost Cause: The Unfinished American Civil War
Presenter: Trevor Stone Priesnitz
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Kevin Callahan

10:30 a.m. The Progression of Baseball Analytics - Breaking Down the Moneyball Method
Presenter: Jenna Zup
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Ekaterina Lioutikova

10:50 a.m. Conducting Literacy Interventions for Students with Reading Difficulties as Literacy Interns
Presenter: Olivia Heslin
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Shuai Zhang

MCD LL7B

Moderator: Dr. Aidan Levy

10:10 a.m. By The Horns: Emasculation and Toxic Masculinity in Ernest Hemingway’s The Sun Also
Rises

Presenter: Samuel Turgeon

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Aidan Levy

10:30 a.m. The Power of Fantasy: Exploring Worlds Old and New
Presenter: Genia Clarke
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Aidan Levy

10:50 a.m. Women of the Holocaust: Bringing Silenced Voices to Light
Presenter: Emily Seeds
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Aidan Levy

MCD 200

Moderator: Dr. Monika Costa

10:10 a.m. The Crossroads of Maternal and Infant Health: Examining Policy Gaps in the United States
Healthcare

Presenter: Meral Demiroska

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Monika Costa

10:30 a.m. An Implicit Racial Bias Education for Maternal Health Providers
Presenter: Fatmata Williams
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Theodora Sirota

10:50 a.m. Redefining Gender Roles in Victorian England Medicine: Midwifery Through the Lens of
Gender, Women's Health, and Professionalization

Presenter: Liangie Garcia

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Kevin Callahan



MCD 213

Moderator: Dr. Asher Brandt

10:10 a.m. Discovery of Carbonic Anhydrase 1 Inhibitors via High-Throughput Screening
Presenter: Joseph Venditto

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Asher Brandt

10:30 a.m. How In Silico Methodology can be Used to Discover Ligands that Affect the GABAA
Receptor

Presenter: Gavin Cabral

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Asher Brandt

10:50 a.m. Development of Pd-Catalyzed Allylation of Esters and Ketones Using Ionic Liquid
Presenter: Dylan Levesque
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Robert Torregrosa

Oral Presentations Session 2
11:20 - 12 p.m.

MCD LL7A

Moderator: Dr. Pablo Correa

11:20 a.m. Passion to Profession: Building Your Brand
Presenter: Tianna Durham

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Pablo Correa

11:40 a.m. Climate Change Connect
Presenter: Imogen Mya Rodriguez
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Pablo Correa

MCD LL7B

Moderator: Dr. Jesse Balaban-Feld

11:20 a.m. Environmentally Sustainable Burial Methods and Practices
Presenter: Nova Brown

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Charles Morgan

11:40 a.m. In Consideration of Animal Modeling
Presenter: Richard Comshaw
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Dalia Giedrimiene

MCD 200

Moderator: Dr. Agnes Curry

11:20 a.m. The Universal Woman: The Tension Between Humanist and Feminist Philosophy
Presenter: Nadia Krill

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Agnes Curry

11:40 a.m. Balancing Al and Human Intelligence: A Framework for Critical Thinking in Educational
Innovation

Presenter: Mateus Silvestre

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Agnes Curry



MCD 213

Moderator: Dr. Anisha Gupta

11:20 a.m. Targeting AKT with Antisense RNA technology for Breast Cancer Therapy
Presenter: Natasha Shah

Faculty Mentor Dr. Anisha Gupta

11:40 a.m. Evaluation of DNA Double-Strand Break Activity of Mimosine for Cancer Therapy
Presenter: Raymonde Smith
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Anisha Gupta

Oral Presentations Session 3
1:20 - 2:20 p.m.

MCD LL7A

Moderator: Dr. Heba Eassa

1:20 p.m. Parenteral Esketamine for Prevention of Postpartum Depression
Presenter: Meggin Costa

Faculty Mentor: Professor Mary Minto, MHS, PA-C

1:40 p.m. Pharmacological Studies of Novel SGLT2 Inhibitors
Presenter: Nina Gardella and Jarritt Romanik
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Zhao Li

MCD LL7B

Moderator: Dr. Kristin Cistulli

1:20 p.m. Menstruation and Self-Perception
Presenter: Juliana Murcia

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Kristin Cistulli

1:40 p.m. Trust Among Teammates in Competitive Situations
Presenter: Friedrich Feldrappe
Faculty Mentor Dr. Kristin Cistulli

MCD 213

Moderator: Dr. Chadene Tremaglio

1:20 p.m. Examining the Kinetics of RSV-Induced Upregulation of Calnexin, an ER Chaperone Protein
Presenter: Paraskevi Kousournas

Faculty Mentor: Dr. Chadene Tremaglio

1:40 p.m. Bacterial Monitoring of River Samples and Examining Potential Resistance to Disinfectants
Presenter: Morgan Rhoades
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Derek Dube

2:00 p.m. Examination of Epigenetic Changes Caused by NL-63 Coronavirus Infection
Presenter: Stamatoula Kanellopoulos
Faculty Mentor: Dr. Derek Dube



First Year Seminar II Posters
(Available for viewing during Morning, Lunch, and Afternoon Poster Sessions)

McGovern Lounge

Poster Title Student Presenters Faculty
# Mentor
1 Uniting USJ through Elena Amin, Megan Audet, Nicole Balda, Faith-Maria Derek
Compassionate Service to Campbell, Malaysia Delaine, Gabriella Gonzalez, Aiden Dube
Destigmatize Disability Hebb, Nicolette Hines, Aubrey Jackson, Lindsay Jackson,
Camille Jones, Gianna McKeone, Kyla Nixon, Christian
Quinones, Toryn Riley, Christina Roberts, William Slayton,
and Lauren Taschereau
2 Increasing Student Engagement | Faith Brown, Sly Curto, Joseph Gratta, Ella MacKenzie, Christopher
by Connecting Literacy and Carolina Mancini, Sarah Mathew, Navai Mendez, Richard Fox
STEM Instruction Murphy, Aiden Peterson, Emily Pettola, Marissa Roy, Kara
Salisbury, Rylie Sima, Lauren Stolfi, Summer Tulier,
Mariah Usher, and Mia Yacono
3 Our Stories: Bridging Marco Aparo, Gabrielle Bernabe, Alex Carrier, Adelphe Michele
Generations Through Story Cisse, AJ DeMio, Davina Dhanraj, Logan Granfield, Grace | Confessore
Sharing Kociszewski, Ben Levinson, Angelina Loukrezis, Nashaly
Morales, Gracie O'Connell, Senai Pinott, Leah Potter, Norah
Prestley, Emily Skorupski, Peyton Tyler, and Eileen Whittel
4 Caring for the Elderly: Echoes Anthony Bell, Michael Brown, Frank Calabrese, Matthew Christina
of King Lear in the Modern Clark, Alyssa Dugus, Freddy Fuentes, Bree Girard, Kylie Flood
World Howe-Barnett, Annessa Jacobs, Neal Griffin, Richard Osei-
Bonsu, Maela Sosa, Jakari Tertulien, and Nevaeh Yorke
5 Building a Connection with Our | Bella Apruzzese, Nathan Brasky, Julia Conard, Jason Sheila
Neighbors at the School for Delevante, Rea Hoxha, Nora Jalinskas, Loucie Jean, Ridaa Garilli
Young Children (SYC) to Khan, Olivia Kulinski, Grace Levesque, Katelynn Little-
Practice Compassionate Service | Davis, Robert McCarron, Gabriella Naranjo, Sophia
Onofrio, Daichelle San Nicolas, Elis Sulollari, and Gabriella
Wanner
6 Shaping Young Minds Financial | Ana Alexander, Vianca Bilbraut, Amare Cockfield, Logan Octavia
Personality- Educating Gen Z Delgrego, Zoe Dollak, Abby Julian, John Kane, Rossini and
Students About The Ins And Harmandeep Kaur, Nicholas Lombardi, Geret Madeira, Anne
Outs Of Financial Literacy Mario Milardo, Viktor Orzolek, Alexis Pancavage, Anthony | Carofino
Pereira, Aidan Scully, Lorynes Suriei, Marcus Tarfano, and | Hunt
Minnu Vinod
7 Making a Big Difference Cristiano Bernardo, Christopher Clancy, Samantha Clyde, Ryan
Through Small Acts of Maryjane Curtiss, Kira Dunphy, Abby Gay, Erika Horne, Kimball
Kindness Alanise Jimenez, Kai Johnsen, Hailey King, Kaylynn
Lapointe, Aaron Larose, Gabriella Marichal, Olivia Milano,
Anne Moran, Jordyn Neal, and Vittorio Zito.
8 Facilitating the STEM- Alyssa Acuna, Trinity Cruz, Manuel Hernandez-Plaza, Daniela
REACHES Program: An Early | Brianna Loja, Brenna Lyver, Natalie Muscarelli, Dominic Rivera
College Experience in STEM Oakes, Johny Rivas, and Gia Shoban
for High School Students
9 Cultivating Change: Seed Kaitlyn Allen, Michael Barzee, Carolyn Capel, Abby Brianna




Starts for Sustainable Demers, Sadie Girgasky, Brady Higginbotham, Moo Ku, Laskey
Communities Jack Kushman, Jainna Marchinczyk, Alina Neimczyk,
Hayley Phelps, Kayla Phelps, Jaylynn Poll, Gianna
Quaresima, Olaf Talar, Norine Than, and Amber Trepanier
10 Strengthening Community and | Justin Cardinale, Damir Cirikovic, Ryan Czyz, Kristopher Kelley
Connections Through Sport Dube, Mia Harding, Christina Huynh, Kaila James, Simon LeDoux
Loewenstein, Dilan Mamudi, Ella Michaud, Marlon Perez
Sanchez, Alissa Perna, David Reischerl, Eryn Ross,
Madison Rossetti, Kaitlin Trudeau, Sequoia Turcotte Briggs,
and Cameron Zampolin
11 Children's Museum West Alyahnna Aguilar, Lariyah Booker, James Bruck, Charlotte
Hartford: A Social Media Christopher Capen, Landon Coelho, Isabelle Dangonini, Mann
Strategy Bryan Diehl, Connor Doyle, Kamila Kwietniak, Mackenzie
Stone, Ozzie Weber, Elina White-Charette Julia Loughman,
Aurora Miller, Naomi Mission, Mia Peters, and Charlotte
Poltronieri
Morning Poster Session
9-10 a.m.
McGovern Lounge
Poster | Title Student Faculty Mentor Discipline
# Presenter(s)
12 Creatine Monohydrate Supplementation Cameron Mole Kaneen Gomez- Dietetic
Knowledge and Usage in Collegiate Athletes Hixson Internship
13 The Importance of Effective Communication | Samantha Gilbert | Sheila Garilli Nursing
Related to Patient Outcomes in the Operating
Room
14 Determining Signaling Mechanisms Used by | Jacob Krzeminski | Irene Reed Biology
CXCLS5 to Promote Epithelial-mesenchymal
Transition in Pancreatic Cancer
15 Postpartum Depression Based on Delivery Rachel Bittner, Angela Carrano Nursing
Method Hannah Peck,
Alyssa Roberts,
Isabella Samperi,
and Michaela
Vicki
16 A Comparison of Two Procedures on the Amanda Caez Andrea Applied
Latency to Transition for Young Children Courtemanche Behavior
with Autism Analysis
17 An Analysis of Perceived Caregiver and Teah Arum Katherine Sayre Dietetic
Teen Barriers to Making Nutrition Changes Bontempo Internship
After Receiving Nutrition Education
18 The Effects of Predation Risk and Fear on Aidan Cooke and | Jesse Balaban-Feld | Biology
Female Mate Choice in Drosophila Jordan Kates
Melanogaster
19 The Use of Acupuncture for Migraine Relief: | Olivia Tourtelotte | Sheila Garilli Nursing




A Meta Analysis

20 Cardiovascular Disease Risk Determination | Gabrielle Susan Curilla Physician
in Transgender Adults Gontarek Assistant

Studies

21 Dietitian’s Self-Efficacy in their Knowledge | Francesca Melissa Brown Dietetic
and Abilities when Working with Athletes D’agostino Internship
who have Type One Diabetes (T1D)

22 Synthesis of Heterobenzyl Aryl Ethers via Devan Fox Robert Torregrosa Biology and
Decarboxylative Coupling Chemistry

23 Mitigating Food Insecurity In New Haven's Olivia Beaumont, | Angela Carrano Nursing
Vulnerable Populations Krista Christmas,

Jelina Kolb, and
Jezabeth Santic

24 The Impact Social Media Usage Has on Allison Bachstadt | Katherine Sayre Dietetic
College Students’ Body Image Perception, Bontempo Internship
Self-Esteem, and Eating Behaviors

25 Environmental Education Project with a Olivia Thaxton Kirsten Martin Environmental
School STEM Club (Somers High School Science
Somers, CT)

26 Research Based Strategies Supporting Emily Beyer Jennifer Kowitt Special
Teacher Mental Health Education

27 The Use of Hydrotherapy for Patients with Gabriela Sheila Garilli Nursing
Osteoarthritis Targonska

28 Benefits and Accessibility of Educational Julia Martocchio | Maria Anderson Special
Programming for Informal Caregivers Education

29 The Long-Term Effects of Childhood Katherine Kaneen Gomez- Dietetic
Bullying on Disordered Eating Risk in Mazzarelli Hixson Internship
College-Aged Students

30 Umbilical Cord Mesenchymal Stem Cells Grace Heine Susan Curilla Physician
Improve Quality of Life in Adults with Assistant
Cardiac Muscle Damage Studies

31 Improving Mammogram Screening in Wazida Tabassum | Christina Mukon Nursing
Muslim Women: An Education Intervention
in a Community Setting

32 The Impact of Breakfast Consumption on Brianna Stepule Michelle MacKenzie | Dietetic
Performance and Mood in College Students Internship

33 Advancing Regenerative Medicine Through | Mikolas Jalinskas | Dalia Giedrimiene Health Science
Chondrocyte and Stem Cell Research

34 Television Viewing and Perceptions of Lacey Dargenio Melissa-Sue John Nursing
Nurses

Lunch Poster Session
12:10 - 1:10 p.m.
McGovern Lounge
Poster | Title Student Presenter(s) Faculty Mentor Discipline

#




12 Healthy Lifestyle Education in Samantha Gilbert, Sarrah | Angela Carrano Nursing
Parents with Children in Elementary | Mierzejewski, and Kaylee
Schools (Ages 5-7 years old) Zukowski
13 Increasing Awareness of Gastric Gabriela Targonska and | Angela Carrano Nursing
Sleeve Complications Olivia Tourtelotte
14 Campus Climate Action Corps at Jacob Lacki, Joseph Kirsten Martin Biology
USJ Venditto, and Tatianah
Zeigler
15 Targeting Oncogenic miR17-92 Ivy Browne Anisha Gupta Pharmacy
Cluster by Antisense PNA
16 Improving Diabetes Education for Logan Biro, Darlene Angela Carrano Nursing
Elementary Students Gautier, Vina Nguyen,
and Andrew Petronis
17 Challenging the Risk Assessment Brianna Warren Kara Fluck Physician
Models for Congenital Heart Surgery Assistant Studies
Tool: A New Comprehensive Score
is Needed
18 Diabetes Screening and Prevention Nicoll Chavez, Meral Angela Carrano Nursing
Education at USJ Demiroska, and Annu
Shajimon
19 Climate Change, Wildfires, and Abrianna Dunn Nancy Billias Health Sciences,
Hospital Emergency Departments Direct Entry PA
Pathway
20 The Role of Children’s Literature in | Isabella Rusate Nancy Billias English
Presenting Climate Change to Young
Children
21 Breastfeeding in Lower Income Valeria Aragon-Soto, Angela Carrano Nursing
Populations Jocelin Castro Ramirez,
Caitlin Hildebrand,
Lindsey Hunt, and
Amadou Kamara
22 Bridge-Enhanced ACL Repair is Courtney Litts Kara Fluck Physician
Superior to Autograft Technique Assistant Studies
23 Initiative to Improve Ableism in a Jeslyn Dinowitz Christina Mukon | Nursing
Community Health Center
24 Supporting LGBTQ+ Adolescents in | Hailey Gagnon Erin Friedman Counseling
the Therapeutic Process
25 The Importance of Educating Student | Vincente Carbonell, Angela Carrano Nursing
Athletes About Cardiovascular Rachel Heaney, Natalia
Disease Kownacki, and Jade
Robinson
26 Narcan Awareness and Distribution Brynn Bartkiewicz and Angela Carrano Nursing
Hannah LaPenta
27 Bone Morphogenetic Protein Coated | Joseph Olandt Brian Munday Physician

Implants are Superior to Uncoated
Implants for the Repair of Long-

Assistant Studies




Bone Fracture Non-Union
28 The Evolution of Film Photography Shenella Samarawira Pablo Correa Digital Media and
in a Digital World Communication
29 Validation of a High Throughput Suela Resuli, Nikki Andrew Jenkins Pharmacy
Method for Bio-Sample Screening in | Truong
Idiopathic Hypersomnia
30 Increasing Colorectal Cancer Alyson Saperstein Christina Mukon | Nursing
Screening Rates in Uninsured Adults
31 Educating Teachers on Childhood Rylee Guillet, Julie Angela Carrano Nursing
Trauma and its Manifestations in the | Robinson, Samantha
Classroom Rosato, and Kaitlin Reen
32 The Mental Health Challenges of Maya Slisz Emily Badal Health Science
Athletes of Color in Competitive
Sports
33 Educational Experiences and Social | Julia Martocchio Jennifer Kowitt Special Education
Wellness for Students in Connecticut and Kristin
Cistulli
34 Assessing Awareness Regarding Liangie Garcia, Peyton Angela Carrano Nursing
College Students’ Mental Health Greger, Sydney Romano,
Resources Catherine Potter
Afternoon Poster Session
2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
McGovern Lounge
Poster | Title Student Presenter(s) | Faculty Mentor Discipline
#
12 Impact of Marijuana use in Teens 13- Daniella Ramirez Angela Carrano Nursing
18 in Connecticut Aguilar, Kimberly
Boganski, Grace
Socha, and Emma
Yacovino
13 Genicular Nerve Radiofrequency Nicholas Isabella Colleen Chappell Physician
Ablation is Superior to Intra-Articular Assistant Studies
Platelet-Rich Plasma for Pain
Reduction in Patients with Knee
Osteoarthritis
14 Diabetes Education in Older Adults in | Winnie Anderson and | Angela Carrano Nursing
the Hartford, CT Area Roukeatou Amadou
15 The Impact of Client Problem Behavior | Kayley Ericson Andrea Applied Behavior
on Acute Stress and Procedural Fidelity Courtemanche Analysis
Among Direct-Care Staff
16 Health Education for Inpatient Detox Erica Bartle and Angela Carrano Nursing
Patients on Overdose Knowledge and Samantha Valakos
Response
17 Mastering the Art of Writing: A Nicole Jamieson Andrea Spencer Education




Grammar-Infused Journey for Young
Authors

18 Navigating Tomorrow: Increasing Orlando Carter Christina Mukon Nursing
Advanced Care Planning Engagement
in Primary Care
19 Stigma and Barriers To Mental Health | Shivani Pachchigar Christina Mukon Nursing
Care In The Philippines
20 Investigating the Effects of Natural Dylan Levesque Chadene Tremaglio Biology and
Compounds on TLR Signaling and Chemistry
Viral Replication during RSV Infection
21 A Comparative Analysis of Depression | Kim Kim, Jeremy Christina Mukon Nursing
in Brazil and Connecticut Perez-Aponte, and
Shenee Robinson
22 Polygonal Realism Art Calvin Holliday Pablo Correa Digital Media
and
Communication
23 Affordability and Accessibility of Lacey Dargenio, Kate | Angela Carrano Nursing
Menstrual Supplies for Women in Heiden, and Mia
Hartford County Villamizar
24 Understanding Dyslexia: What We Patrick O’Connor, Shuai Zhang Special
Know and Common Misconceptions Julia Martocchio, and Education and
Katherine Rigsby Elementary
Education
25 Collaboration with Auer Farm for Valentin Vukaj Pablo Correa Digital Media
Marketing Campaign and
Communication
26 Addressing Medication Nonadherence | Carolina Acosta Angela Carrano Nursing
in Primary Care Pabon
27 Ethical Dilemmas in Digital Media Thalia Pacheco Pablo Correa Digital Media
and
Communication
28 Drugs, Deception, and Decisions: Luis Osmanlli and Madyson Allard Pharmacy
Analyzing the Impact of Edward Tupper
Pharmaceutical Drug Ads on TV
29 Educating Middle School and High Jenna Griffith, Grace | Angela Carrano Nursing
School-Aged Children on E-Cigarettes | Gunning, Shelby
Hineline, and
Braeden Laframboise
30 New Over-the-Counter Progestin- Julia McGurn Colleen Chappell Physician
Containing Contraception Pills Versus Assistant Studies
Existing Contraception Options to
Lower Teen Birth Rates
31 USJ Lacrosse Documentary Leo Lopez Pablo Correa Digital Media
and
Communication
32 Comparison of A1C Outcomes Among | Alexa Mytko Madyson Allard Pharmacy




Various Continuous Glucose Monitors

33 Letrozole is Superior to Clomiphene Isabella Arigno Kara Fluck Physician
Citrate in Ovulation Induction to Treat Assistant Studies
Infertility in Women With PCOS

34 Therapeutic Potentials of Brisita Crews Heba Eassa Pharmacy
Epigallocatechin Gallate (EGCG): a
Structured Literature Review of
Clinical Trials

35 Latino Representation in higher Angelly Aguado Pablo Correa Digital Media
education and

Communication
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