
Since 1974, the University of Saint Joseph Alumni Association has presented the Distinguished 

Alumni Awards.  The Distinguished Alumni Award Committee embraces the following definition 

of the term Distinguished Alumni: Individuals who, because of superior and extraordinary 

achievements, have brought credit to themselves and to the University of Saint Joseph.   

The committee is pleased to extend the invitation for nominations based on the following criteria: 

The Sister Mary Rosa McDonough Award:  Awarded to an alumna/us with a bachelor’s 

or advanced degree who has achieved distinction in their professional field or has 

provided outstanding service to the University or their local community 

The Catherine McAuley Award:  Awarded to an alumna/us with a bachelor’s or 

advanced degree who graduated no more than 15 years ago and has demonstrated 

leadership and service to the community 

The Sister Mary DeLourdes Kenny Award:  Awarded to an alumna/us with a bachelor’s or 

advanced degree who has achieved distinction in the field of education 

The Sister Fay O’Brien Education Award:  Awarded to an alumna/us who majored in the 

discipline of education and who has promoted the growth of the whole person in an inclusive 

environment, encouraging strong ethical values, personal integrity, and a sense of responsibility 

to the needs of society.  

The Sister Maria Ancilla Sullivan Award:  Awarded to an alumna/us with a bachelor’s or 

advanced degree who has achieved distinction through some form of artistic expression 

The Sister Mary Consuela Mulcahy Award:  Awarded to an alumna/us with a bachelor’s or 

advanced degree who has achieved distinction in the field of science or technology 

The Winifred E. Coleman Service Award:  Awarded to an individual or organization that 

demonstrates exemplary service and commitment to the University of Saint Joseph and represents 

the University’s Core Values 

The Nightingale Award:  Awarded to an alumna/us in the fields of nursing, pharmacy, nutrition 

and dietetics or gerontology who has demonstrated leadership in field of health science 

The Business and Entrepreneurial Award:  Awarded to an alumna/us with a talent for seeing 

opportunities and developing those into successful businesses or organizations. This individual 

has demonstrated the ability to cultivate a positive and successful image 

The Pamela Trotman Reid Service Award:  Awarded by the Board of Trustees to an individual 

who has exemplary commitment, service, and philanthropic support to University of Saint 

Joseph. This award recognizes an alumna/us or friend who has transformed the University 

through financial support. This award can be awarded posthumously.  



In 1932, the Sisters of Mercy of Connecticut set out to establish the first college for 

women in the Hartford area. In the Catholic intellectual tradition, they developed a 

curriculum that balanced professional studies with a range of the arts and sciences 

focused on service to others, and welcomed students of all ages, races, religions, and 

cultures.  

The University of Saint Joseph’s Mission: 

The University of Saint Joseph, founded by the Sisters of Mercy in the Catholic tradition, 

provides a rigorous liberal arts and professional education for a diverse student 

population in an inclusive environment that encourages strong ethical values, personal 

integrity, and a sense of responsibility to the needs of society. 

The Core Values 

• Catholic Identity

The University of Saint Joseph is grounded in its heritage as a Catholic institution,

expressing the Catholic tradition in an ecumenical and critical manner.

• Development of the Whole Person

The University of Saint Joseph encourages, inspires, and challenges all students to

fully develop their intellectual, spiritual, social, emotional, physical, and

leadership potential.

• Compassionate Service

The University of Saint Joseph promotes, supports and facilitates caring service as

an integral part of all teaching and learning experiences.

• Academic Excellence

The University of Saint Joseph provides a value-centered education that prepares

students as global citizens, lifelong learners, and informed decision makers.

• Respect/Integrity

The University of Saint Joseph demonstrates respect and reverence for all people

and fidelity in personal witness.

• Hospitality

The University of Saint Joseph is a welcoming community where its relationships

are based on openness, inclusivity and mutual respect.

• Multiculturalism/Diversity

The University of Saint Joseph is committed to fostering the growth of an

inclusive community that welcomes differences among community members and

benefits from them.



ALL NOMINATIONS ARE DUE BY FRIDAY, February 13, 2026

Nominee Information (Anonymous nominations will not be considered): 

First Name: ______________________________    Last Name: _________________________ 

Maiden Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Class: ___________________    Major: _____________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________   State: ______________    Zip Code: _________ 

Phone Number: ________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

Please indicate which award exemplifies the nominee: ________________________________ 

Please note the Distinguished Alumni Award Committee reserves the right to grant an award for 

which the candidate has not been nominated. 

Please include additional supporting materials for the Distinguished Alumni Award 

Committee to review. Examples of materials are publications, newspaper articles, 

photos, programs, letters of reference, etc.  

Supporting information: 

Please list any degree(s) and major(s) from institutions other than USJ (If applicable): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Present Employment – Please include organization, title/position, and description of 

responsibilities (If applicable): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe how the person(s) nominated has lived the USJ Core Values as articulated by the 

Sisters of Mercy throughout their distinguished career/volunteerism. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Please describe the candidate’s extraordinary business/professional accomplishments 

including how they have brought credit to themselves and to the University of Saint Joseph. 

Include organization (link to organization website), position/title, and years of service:  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please explain the candidate’s community and/or professional affiliations: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Does the candidate volunteer? Explain their volunteer roles including the organization and 

years of service.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Nominator Information: 

First Name: ____________________    Last Name: ________________________ 

Maiden Name: __________________ 

Class: _______________    Relation to Nominee: ___________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

City: ______________________   State: ______________    Zip Code: _________ 

Phone Number: ______________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________________ 

• Please include any additional supporting materials for the Distinguished Alumni Award

committee to review.

• Please Note: We are unable to consider anonymous nominations.

If you have any questions, please contact Alumni Relations Specialist Amanda Leigh at 

860.231.5374 or aleigh@usj.edu.  

mailto:aleigh@usj.edu



